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GATHERING SONG 

  

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
January 12, 2019 



pg. 2 
 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the 

power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray, 

C: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 

faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 
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PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM          

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 

and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 

body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors present the candidate 

 

P: Sponsors, I ask who you present for baptism today. 

S: We present Elizabeth Paige Chavalia for baptism. 

 

The minister addresses parents 
 

P: Mom and dad, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 

you desire to have Elizabeth baptized into Christ? 

F & M: We do. 

P: As you bring Elizabeth to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of 

God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and 

prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you 

promise to help Elizabeth grow in the Christian faith and life? 

F & M: We do.   

The minister addresses sponsors 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Elizabeth in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

S: We do. 

The minister addresses the congregation 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Elizabeth and pray for her in her new 

life in Christ? 

C: We do. 
The congregation is invited to stand 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH         ELW pg.229 

The minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses. 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT         

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 

us up to live in you.   
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that Elizabeth Paige 

Chavalia, who is washed in the waters of baptism today, may be given new life. To 

you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to sit 

BAPTISM             

P: Elizabeth, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 

eternal life. 

Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized 

 

P: Sustain Elizabeth with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 

 

P: Elizabeth, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

WELCOME             

A lit candle is given to the newly baptized as a representative  

of the congregation says: 

 

R: Elizabeth, as you grow, we pray that you will let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

P: Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, let us welcome the newly baptized, little miss 

Elizabeth. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
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FIRST LESSON    Isaiah 43:1-7 

P: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 43
rd

 chapter. 
1
But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 

O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine. 
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 

burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
3
For I am the LORD your God, the 

Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 

exchange for you. 
4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 

you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
5
Do not fear, 

for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 

gather you; 
6
I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not 

withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the 

earth— 
7
everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 

formed and made.”  

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND LESSON    Acts 8:14-17       

P: The second lesson is from Acts, the 8
th

 chapter. 
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
15

The two went down and prayed for them that 

they might receive the Holy Spirit 
16

(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of 

them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 
17

Then Peter and 

John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22    

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3
rd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
16

John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
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Spirit and fire. 
17

His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
21

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 
22

and the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

                    The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         
P: United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Pour out your Spirit upon us and enliven us for mission. 

Draw us together in love that we may be one. Lead us in the way of your beloved Son. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the earth. Sustain oceans and seas, rivers and lakes, marshes and wetlands. 

Watch over dormant plants and hibernating animals as they rest in your care. Renew 

your creation and protect all creatures from harm. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the nations. Inspire leaders to work for the common good. Grant courage to 

those who put themselves at risk to protect others. Turn us away from violence and 

teach us to live in peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For those in need. Protect children and vulnerable adults who depend on others to 

provide for their daily care. Uphold those who struggle with depression. Console the 

grieving and heal the sick especially those we say aloud or silently in our hearts...  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: For this assembly. Bless the newly baptized. Renew your children in the covenant 

of baptism. Empower us by your loving Spirit to serve our neighbors. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died. Hold us safe in your arms 

of mercy and bring us with them into your promise of life eternal. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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P: Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with 

bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit 

with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another 

up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING             

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN  
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DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a congregation of 

the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a 

part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for worship is printed on the 

following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a 

variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life.  If you are new here, 

we welcome you; if you are a member of long standing, we celebrate your gifts and 

ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm welcome.  

If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, please look for a 

member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for more information.   

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  All 

who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The table of 

our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for 

ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion 

can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to receive a blessing, you are 

encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape juice are available for those with 

dietary needs. If you have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive 

instruction on the Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the 

service. 
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