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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The congregation is invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG  “I Love To Tell the Story” 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love; 

I love to tell the story, because I know ’tis true, 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 

Refrain 

I love to tell the story, 

’Twill be my theme in glory, 

To tell the old, old story 

Of Jesus and His love. 

 

I love to tell the story, more wonderful it seems 

Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams; 

I love to tell the story, it did so much for me, 

And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.    Refrain 

 

I love to tell the story, ’tis pleasant to repeat, 

What seems each time I tell it more wonderfully sweet; 

I love to tell the story, for some have never heard 

The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.   Refrain 

 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest; 

And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, 

’Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.   Refrain 
CCLI Song # 5253500 Arabella Catherine Hankey | Don Chapman | William Gustavus Fischer © Words: Public Domain  
Music: 2007 Hearts to God Music, Inc.  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 2032159 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
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that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake 

God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG    “He Leadeth me” 

He leadeth me: O blessed thought! 

O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate'er I do, where'er I be, 

still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

 

Refrain 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 

by his own hand he leadeth me: 

his faithful follower I would be, 

for by his hand he leadeth me. 

 

Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 

sometimes where Eden's flowers bloom, 

by waters calm, o'er troubled sea, 

still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.  Refrain 

 

Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, 

nor ever murmur nor repine; 

content, whatever lot I see, 

since 'tis thy hand that leadeth me.   Refrain 
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And when my task on earth is done, 

when, by thy grace, the victory's won, 

e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan leadeth me.  Refrain 
Public Domain  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 

nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and 

forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON    Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

P: The first lesson is from Nehemiah, the 8th chapter. 
1
All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 

told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 

Israel. 
2
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 

women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 

seventh month. 
3
He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 

morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 
5
And Ezra 

opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; 

and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
6
Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great 

God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they 

bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
8
So they read 

from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the 

people understood the reading. 
9
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 

priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day 

is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they 

heard the words of the law. 
10

Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink 

sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day 

is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  
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SECOND LESSON   1 Corinthians 12:12-31a     

P: The second lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 12
th
 chapter. 

12
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
13

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit. 
14

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
15

If the foot would 

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 

a part of the body. 
16

And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 

the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
17

If the whole body were an 

eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense 

of smell be? 
18

But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 

chose. 
19

If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
20

As it is, there are many 

members, yet one body. 
21

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 
22

On the contrary, the members of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23

and those members of the body that we 

think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 

treated with greater respect; 
24

whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 

God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
25

that there 

may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 

another. 
26

If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it. 
27

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 
28

And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 

deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 

kinds of tongues. 
29

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 
30

Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
31a

But 

strive for the greater gifts. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 4:14-21   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4
th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding country. 
15

He began to teach in their synagogues 

and was praised by everyone. 
16

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 

up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 
17

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 

the place where it was written: 
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
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anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
19

to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and 

sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21

Then he began to say to 

them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

                    The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  “Here I Am to Worship” 

Light of the world, 

You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see, 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

Refrain 

Here I am to worship. 

Here I am to bow down. 

Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, 

Oh, so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created, 

All for love's sake became poor.    Refrain 
Text and music:  Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music  
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI License No. 2032159 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         
P: United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Empower bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, evangelists, and 

all members of Christ’s body with your Spirit. Open our hearts to hear your word of life 

and respond in lives of service. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the earth. For all creatures of the land, air, and water. Heal environments damaged 

by disaster or pollution. Make us wise stewards of all you have entrusted into our care. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the nations. Liberate us from our captivity to fear and ways of violence. Free those 

who are unjustly imprisoned and those who are imprisoned for working for freedom. Give 

us vision to seek the pathways of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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P: For those in need. Rescue those who suffer abuse or neglect. Bring an end to hunger and 

greed. Accompany those who are alone or vulnerable. Comfort those who grieve and all 

who are ill, especially those we say aloud or silently in our hearts...   Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For this assembly. Bless those who proclaim your word and those who teach. Bless 

those whose talents are not recognized, and teach us to honor the gifts of all your people. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have gone before us in the faith. Wipe away 

all tears and bring us with them into the joy of the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

           

COMMUNION   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread 

and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us 

now, that we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in 

everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING SONG   “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me. 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me. 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.  

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
©1995 Augsburg Fortress Text & music African American spiritual;  

arr. With One Voice, 1995 OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 

 

DISMISSAL   

A: Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 


