
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG   “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  ELW 335 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Saturday, March 10, 2018 

 



INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS  

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your 

Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before 

us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Merciful God, 

C: Forgive us. Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. We have 

spoken when we should have kept quiet. 
Silence 

P: Merciful God, 

C: We were silent when we should have said something. 
Silence 

P: Merciful God, 

C: We acted when we knew better. 
Silence 

P: Merciful God, 

C: We were still when we know we should have moved. 
Silence 

P: Merciful God, 

C: For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do, have mercy 

on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

P: People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free because God 

loved the world. Take hold of life—eternal life! 

C: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG    “My Faith Looks up to Thee”   ELW 759 

 
GREETING            ELW pg.156  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY          see insert 

P: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 

world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that 

all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 



READING    Ephesians 2:1-10     see insert 

P: The lesson is from Ephesians, the 2
nd

 chapter. 
1
You were dead through the trespasses and sins 

2
in which you once lived, following the 

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 

work among those who are disobedient. 
3
All of us once lived among them in the passions 

of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 

wrath, like everyone else. 
4
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 

he loved us 
5
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him 

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7
so that in the ages to come he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 
8
For by grace you 

have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
9
not 

the result of works, so that no one may boast. 
10

For we are what he has made us, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL    John 3:14-21      see insert
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3
rd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 
14

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 
15

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16

“For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 
17

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18

Those who 

believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 

because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
19

And this is the 

judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 

light because their deeds were evil. 
20

For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to 

the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 
21

But those who do what is true come to 

the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 



SONG OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW 779  

 
APOSTLES’ CREED          ELW pg. 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            see insert 

P: Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Direct and guide us in following your will. Grant us clarity in 

the midst of confusion, and give us courage in the face of challenge. Make us passionate to 

share the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: We pray for the world you so deeply love. For wilderness places. For deserts and 

mountains, fruit trees and gardens. For places devastated by flooding or drought, by wind, 

fire, or earthquake. Restore damaged habitats and protect fragile environments. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for the nations. Grant wisdom to our leaders. Teach us to resolve conflicts 

without violence. Strengthen those who protect human rights, civil rights, and civil 

liberties. Bring an end to warfare, famine, and hunger. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for those in need. For those who lack meaningful employment or stable 

housing. For those who live with mental illness. For those who have chronic pain, and for 

all who are grieving, sick, or injured especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for this assembly. For those preparing for baptism. For parish nurses and all 

who provide health care in our community. For those who make quilts and gather supplies 

for global relief ministries. For ministries of prayer and visitation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith, especially those whom 

we have known and loved. Bring us with them to the fulfillment of your promise of life 

eternal with you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



P: Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            ELW pg.163 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.   Repeat     

 

COMMUNION  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        ELW pg.164 

P: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 

pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our 

prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING              ELW pg.164 

P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children 

of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep 

you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



SENDING SONG   “Beneath the cross of Jesus”   ELW 338 

 
DISMISSAL            ELW pg.164 

P: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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