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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG  “I’ll Fly Away” 

Some bright morning when this life is over, I'll fly away  

To that home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away  

 

Refrain 

 I'll fly away oh glory,   I'll fly away (in the morning)  

 When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away  

Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet, I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away  

To a land where joys will never end, I'll fly away    Refrain 

  

(After last refrain) 

I’ll fly away……. I’ll fly away (fade)….. 
Words & music by Alfred E. Brumley  Copyright Brumley Music Company  c/o ClearBox Rights, LLC. PO Box 1547. Brentwood, TN 37024 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light, and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, O 

Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and 

aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. All life is sustained by you, our Source. 

C: We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and 

raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright 

as crystal, flowing through the city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, 

we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world. 
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P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all 

creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of 

your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

SONG     “Nearer My God to Thee”  

Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee 

E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me 

Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to Thee 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee 

Though like the wanderer, the sun goeth down 

Darkness be over me, my rest a stone 

Yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to Thee 

Nearer, my God to Thee, nearer to Thee 

There let the way appear, steps unto Heav’n 

All that Thou sendest me, in mercy giv’n 

Angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to Thee 

Nearer, my God to Thee, nearer to Thee 

Then, with my waking thoughts bright with Thy praise 

Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise 

So by my woes to be nearer, my God, to Thee 

Nearer, my God to Thee, nearer to Thee 

Or, if on joyful wing cleaving the sky 

Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I’ll fly 

Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to Thee 

Nearer, my God to Thee, nearer to Thee 
Public domain 
 

GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your 

risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us 

to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST READING   Acts 5:27-32 

P: The first lesson is from Acts, the 5
th
 chapter.  

27
When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high 

priest questioned them, 
28

saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 

man’s blood on us.” 
29

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than any human authority. 
30

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had 

killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31

God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior 

that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32

And we are witnesses to 

these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

SECOND READING  Revelation 1:4-8 

P: The second lesson is from Revelation, the 1
st
 chapter. 

4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5
and 

from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 

of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 
6
and made us 

to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. 
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it 

is to be. Amen. 
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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GOSPEL LESSON  John 20:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20
th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20

After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22

When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 
25

So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said 

to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26

A week later his disciples were 

again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27

Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 

not doubt but believe.” 
28

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29

Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31

But these are written so that you may 

come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name.
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
                    The congregation is invited to sit 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Pass Me Not Oh Gentle Savior”  

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble cry; 

while on others thou art calling, do not pass me by. 

 

Refrain 

Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry; 

while on others thou art calling, do not pass me by. 

 

Let me at thy throne of mercy, find a sweet relief, 

kneeling there in deep contrition, help my unbelief.   Refrain 
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Trusting only in thy merit, would I seek thy face; 

heal my wounded, broken spirit, save me by thy grace.  Refrain 

 

Thou the spring of all my comfort, more than life to me, 

whom have I on earth beside thee, whom in heaven but thee.  Refrain 
1991 The Lorenz Corporation   (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 

NICENE CREED  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.          

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can  

be brought to you. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Strengthen the witness of your church in all corners of the world. Make us visible signs 

of your grace so others see your goodness and come to believe. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Breathe life and peace into your creation. Protect homes, fields, and communities from 

damaging winds. Bless environmentalists, engineers, and legislators who work to curb 

pollution and to ensure clean air for us and for future generations. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Give to all government leaders a renewed spirit of humility and servanthood, following 

the example of Christ, our leader, savior, and ruler. Uphold cease-fires, treaties, and all 

agreements and agencies that further the cause of peace on earth. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: By the resurrection of the wounded Christ, draw near to those wounded in body or spirit. 

Liberate all who are bound by grief, abuse, addiction, or pain. Restore faith to the 

despairing and hope to the suffering. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Protect and provide for all whom you send out in mission across the world. Empower 

global mission organizations and partners who provide for the physical and spiritual needs 

of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We give you thanks for all the saints who believed in you and who now enjoy eternal life 

in your name especially those we name aloud or silently in our hearts... Sustain us with 

your everlasting presence, for you are Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the 

body of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your 

healing love into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain 

you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG    “Send the Light” 

There’s a call comes ringing o’er the restless wave 

Send the light send the light 

There are souls to rescue there are souls to save               

Send the light send the light 

                                       

Refrain 

Send the light the blessed gospel light        

Let it shine from shore to shore 

Send the light the blessed gospel light 

Let it shine forever more 

   

Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound                         

Send the light send the light 

And a Christ like spirit everywhere be found 

Send the light send the light  Refrain 

                          

Let us not grow weary in the work of love 

Send the light send the light 

Let us gather jewels for a crown above 

Send the light send the light  Refrain 
Public Domain 
 

DISMISSAL   

A: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


