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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Blessed Assurance” 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.    Refrain 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.   Refrain 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light, and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, O 

Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly. Oceans and 

aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. All life is sustained by you, our Source. 
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C: We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and 

raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright 

as crystal, flowing through the city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, 

we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world. 

P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all 

creation. Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of 

your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

SONG      “He Leadeth Me” 

He leadeth me: O blessed thought! 

O words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate'er I do, where'er I be, 

still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me. 

 

Refrain 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me; 

by his own hand he leadeth me: 

his faithful follower I would be, 

for by his hand he leadeth me. 

 

Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom, 

sometimes where Eden's flowers bloom, 

by waters calm, o'er troubled sea, 

still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.   Refrain 

 

Lord, I would clasp thy hand in mine, 

nor ever murmur nor repine; 

content, whatever lot I see, 

since 'tis thy hand that leadeth me.   Refrain 

And when my task on earth is done, 

when, by thy grace, the victory's won, 

e'en death's cold wave I will not flee, 

since God through Jordan leadeth me.  Refrain 
© 2002 by Hal Leonard Corporation 

GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this 

world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

FIRST READING   Acts 16:16-34 

P: The first lesson is from Acts, the 16
th
 chapter.  

16
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit 

of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 
17

While 

she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High 

God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 
18

She kept doing this for many days. But 

Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus 

Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.
19

But when her owners saw 

that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 

into the marketplace before the authorities. 
20

When they had brought them before the 

magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
21

and are 

advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 
22

The 

crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing 

and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 
23

After they had given them a severe flogging, 

they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 
24

Following 

these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 

stocks.  
25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 

the prisoners were listening to them. 
26

Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that 

the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 

and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 
27

When the jailer woke up and saw the prison 

doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that 

the prisoners had escaped. 
28

But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for 

we are all here.” 
29

The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling 

before Paul and Silas. 
30

Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 

be saved?” 
31

They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 

your household.” 
32

They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. 
33

At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he 

and his entire family were baptized without delay. 
34

He brought them up into the house 

and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 

believer in God. 

P: The word of the Lord!
 

C: Thanks be to God!  
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SECOND READING  Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

P: The second lesson is from Revelation, the 22
nd

 chapter. 
12

“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 

work. 
13

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
14

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life 

and may enter the city by the gates. 
16

“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this 

testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 

star.” 
17

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 

And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a 

gift.  
20

The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus! 
21

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  John 17:20-26 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17
th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus prayed:] 
20

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, 
21

that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me 

and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 

me. 
22

The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as 

we are one, 
23

I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 

world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 

me. 
24

Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 

am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world. 
25

“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 

you; and these know that you have sent me. 
26

I made your name known to them, and I 

will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I 

in them.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

                    The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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SONG OF THE DAY    “Majesty” 

Majesty, worship His majesty 

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise 

Majesty, kingdom authority 

Flows from His throne, 

Unto His own, His anthem raise 

 

So exhalt, lift up on high, the name of Jesus 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King 

Majesty, worship His majesty 

Jesus who died, now glorified 

King of all kings 

 

Majesty, worship His majesty 

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise 

Majesty, kingdom authority 

Flows from His throne, 

Unto His own, His anthem raise 

 

So exhalt, lift up on high, the name of Jesus 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King 

Majesty, worship His majesty 

Jesus who died, now glorified 

King of all kings 
©1981 Rocksmith Music, c/o Trust Music Management, Inc. 
Arr. 1997 Rocksmith Music, c/o Trust Management Music, Inc. 

 

NICENE CREED  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 
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   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.          

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, 

and all of creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Bless diversity in worship and ministry across all nations and cultures. Unite us in Christ 

and keep us faithful in our calling to show your love to the world. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Pour out over all the earth the water of life as a gift. Wash the wounds of creation and 

restore all living things to wholeness. Protect ocean habitats, river ecosystems, and 

wetlands. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Give a spirit of collaboration to leaders of the nations, so that all people know safety, 

security, and dignity. Heal victims of torture and liberate those who are wrongfully 

imprisoned or detained. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Come quickly to the aid of your people. Give wisdom and the gift of calm to military, 

prison, hospital, and hospice chaplains who stand as signs of your abiding presence. 

Refresh all who thirst for love, hope, or healing especially those we name aloud or silently 

in our hearts...  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: Let your word fill our hearts and our homes. Bless all who teach us the faith: pastors and 

deacons, Sunday school and confirmation teachers, public theologians, mentors, 

curriculum writers, and publishers. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Hold all the saints in the grace of the Lord Jesus.  Sustain weary souls with the promise 

that the morning star is coming soon to lead us into light. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

           

COMMUNION   

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the 

body of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your 

healing love into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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BLESSING   

P: The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain 

you, keep you from harm, and fill you with courage. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   “As You Go On Your Way”  

As you go on your way may Christ go with you. 

May he go before you to show you the way; 

May he go behind you to encourage you; 

Beside you to befriend you; 

Above you to watch over; 

Within you to give you peace.  
Used by permission. Copyright 1990 John Ylvisaker, P.O. Box 321, Waverly, Iowa 50677. (319) 352-4396. 

 

DISMISSAL   

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

 
 

A special thank you to all who have offered their musical gifts this year.  You have 

given our worship a special blessing with each of your gifts.  Thank you. 
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