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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Across the Lands” 

You’re the Word of God the Father 

From before the world began. 

Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet 

Has been fashioned by Your hand. 

All creation holds together 

By the power of Your voice. 

Let the skies declare Your glory; 

Let the land and seas rejoice! 

 

Refrain 

You’re the Author of creation; 

You’re the Lord of ev’ry man; 

And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 

 

Yet You left the gaze of angels, 

Came to seek and save the lost, 

And exchanged the joy of heaven 

For the anguish of a cross. 

With a prayer You fed the hungry; 

With a word You calmed the sea; 

Yet how silently You suffered 

That the guilty may go free!   Refrain 

 

With a shout You rose victorious, 

Wresting vict’ry from the grave, 

And ascended into heaven, 

Leading captives in Your way. 

Now You stand before the Father, 

Interceding for Your own; 

From each tribe and tongue and nation, 

You are leading sinners home!”    Refrain  
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Lord, we have come to see that our lives fall short of your glory. 

C: Have mercy and forgive us. 
P: Lord, you have given your life for us, and poured out your Spirit, yet we fail to 

return your love with all our heart. 

C: Have mercy and change us. 
P: Too often we are selfish and proud, ignoring you, Lord, and neglecting others. 

C: Have mercy and cleanse us. 

P: Lord, when we do not truly trust and obey you, we are overwhelmed by self-pity, 

fear and worry. 

C: Have mercy and deliver us. 
P: In Christ we are given a sure hope and secure love, yet we follow the false hopes 

and desires of this world. 

C: Have mercy and forgive us. 
P: Heavenly Father, through the redeeming death of your Son on the cross, by your 

Spirit and through your word, transform and renew us ☩ to follow you with joy. 

C: All this we ask, confident in your unchanging faithfulness.  Amen. 

  

SONG     “Where Could I Go? 

Living below in this old sinful world 

Hardly a comfort can afford 

Striving alone to pass temptations call 

Where could I go but to the Lord 

 

Refrain 

Where could I go, where could I go 

Seeking a refuge for my soul 

Needing a friend to help me in the end 

Where could I go but to the Lord 
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Neighbors are fine, I love them everyone 

We get along in sweet accord 

But when I pass the chilling hand of death 

Where could I go but to the Lord  Refrain 

 

Life is grand with friends I love so well 

Comfort a gift from God’s own word 

But when my soul, meets the man from above 

Where could I go but to the Lord  Refrain 

 

*Repeat last line of the refrain last time through* 
Public domain 

 

GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your 

mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything 

that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM          

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 

and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 

body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors present the candidate 
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P: Sponsors, I ask who you present for baptism today. 

S: We present Storm Michael Gerber for baptism. 

 

The minister addresses parents 
 

P: Mom and dad, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do 

you desire to have Storm baptized into Christ? 

F & M: We do. 

P: As you bring Storm to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with him among God's faithful people, bring him to the word 

of God and the holy supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and 

prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace. Do you 

promise to help Storm grow in the Christian faith and life? 

F & M: We do.   

The minister addresses sponsors 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Storm in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

S: We do. 

The minister addresses the congregation 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Storm and pray for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

C: We do. 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH          

The minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses. 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 
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Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT         

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. You led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son 

was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' 

death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up 

to live in you.   

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that Storm Michael 

Gerber, who is washed in the waters of baptism today, may be given new life. To you 

be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to sit 

BAPTISM             

P: Storm, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 

eternal life. 

Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized 

 

P: Sustain Storm with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 

 

P: Storm, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

WELCOME             

A lit candle is given to the newly baptized as a representative  

of the congregation says: 

 

R: Storm, as you grow, we pray that you will let your light so shine before others that 

they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

P: Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, let us welcome the newly baptized, little 

mister Storm. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 65:1-9 

P: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 65
th

 chapter.  
1
I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who 

did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my 

name. 
2
I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way 

that is not good, following their own devices; 
3
a people who provoke me to my face 

continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks; 
4
who sit inside 

tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of 

abominable things in their vessels; 
5
who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near 
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me, for I am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns 

all day long. 
6
See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I 

will indeed repay into their laps 
7
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities 

together, says the LORD; because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled 

me on the hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. 
8
Thus 

says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy them 

all. 
9
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my 

mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND READING  Galatians 3:23-29 

P: The second lesson is from Galatians, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
23

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. 
24

Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so 

that we might be justified by faith. 
25

But now that faith has come, we are no longer 

subject to a disciplinarian, 
26

for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith. 
27

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. 
28

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is 

no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
29

And if you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 8:26-39 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 8
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
26

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is 

opposite Galilee. 
27

As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons 

met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but 

in the tombs. 
28

When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top 

of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

beg you, do not torment me”—
29

for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to 

come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard 
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and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 

the demon into the wilds.) 
30

Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 

“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 
31

They begged him not to order them 

to go back into the abyss. 
32

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was 

feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 

permission. 
33

Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34

When the 

swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the 

country. 
35

Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 
36

Those who had seen it 

told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 
37

Then 

all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 

them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 

returned. 
38

The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with 

him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 
39

“Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city 

how much Jesus had done for him. 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
                    The congregation is invited to sit     

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY   “Let Your Light Shine on Me” 

My Lord, he's done just what he said 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

Healed the sick and raised the dead 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

 

Let it shine on, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

Let it shine on, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 
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I know I've got religion and I ain't ashamed 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

Angels in Heaven, they wrote my name 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

 

Oh, let it shine on, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

Let it shine, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

 

Instrumental Break 

 

Oh, let it shine on, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

Let it shine, let it shine on 

Let Your light from the lighthouse shine on me 
Written by: WILLIE JOHNSON Lyrics © ALPHA MUSIC, INC.  Lyrics Licensed & Provided by LyricFind 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for 

those in need. 

A brief silence 

 

http://www.lyricfind.com/
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P: For all servants of the gospel, for the church throughout the world, and for all who 

sing the praise and glory of God, that through the gift of faith, all declare the 

wonderful name of Christ, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For the well-being of creation, for mountains and lakes, for fields and forests, and 

for plants and animals, that God lift up good stewards to care for the entire earth, let 

us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For the nations and their rulers, for aid workers, and for people in war-torn areas, 

that God raise up leaders and advocates to work for the equality of all, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

P: For all who cry out in need: the hungry and poor, the downtrodden and outcast, the 

grieving and the sick especially those we name aloud or silently in our hearts… that 

all know that God is near and hears their cries, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For teachers preparing for the upcoming school year, for those who are traveling 

and absent from worship, and for those who visit our congregation, that God’s love 

lead them in their daily vocations, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For all baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, including those who have 

died. Confident that we belong to you in life and in death, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

            

COMMUNION   

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of 

this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a 

willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   “Higher Ground” 

I'm pressing on the upward way 

New heights I'm gaining everyday 

Still praying as I'm homeward bound 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground 

 

Refrain 

Lord, lift me up and let me stand 

My faith on heaven's table land 

A higher plain that I have found 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground 

 

My heart has no desire to stay 

Where doubts arise and fears dismay 

Though some may dwell where these abound 

My prayers, my aim is higher ground   Refrain 

  

I want to scale the utmost heights 

And catch a gleam of glory bright 

But still I'll pray 'till heaven I've found 

Lord, lead me on to higher ground    Refrain 
Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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