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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
July 2, 2023 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Gospel in Action:  Caring for all God’s children, we shall serve 

God through worship, learning, and sharing. 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 
 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Laura Kuntz 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh Custodians: Bill Higgins and Beth Lecorchick 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE      

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have 

squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Righteous God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked 

the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us 

and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we 

fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN  
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4 
 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
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NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 
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SALUTATION            

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and 

mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and 

serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 28:5-9 

L: The first lesson is from Jeremiah, the 28th chapter. 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests 

and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet 

Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you 

have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house 

of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your 

hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me 

from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries 

and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 

prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18 

TONE 

 
REFRAIN 
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1Your love, O LORD, forever | will I sing; 

  from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness. 

 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever; 

  you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens. 

 3“I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 

  I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 

 4‘I will establish your | line forever, 

  and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ” R 

 15Happy are the people who know the | festal shout! 

  They walk, O LORD, in the light | of your presence. 

 16They rejoice daily | in your name; 

  they are jubilant | in your righteousness. 

 17For you are the glory | of their strength, 

  and by your favor our might | is exalted. 

 18Truly, our shield belongs | to the LORD; 

  our king to the Holy | One of Israel. R 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 6:12-23 

L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 6th chapter. 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 

present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no 

dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 15What then? Should 

we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not 

know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 

the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 

leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of 

sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were 

entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 

righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. 

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and 

greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 

sanctification. 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you 

now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been 

freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end 
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is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 

person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 

righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in 

the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

SERMON          Pastor Laura Kuntz 

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst 

who cast a vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom 

society rejects. For resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

A: We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands 

experiencing scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations 

and environmental activists. For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, 

in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

A: We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and legislators. 

For judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military personnel. For 

those who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common 

good. God, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

A: We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking 

asylum. For victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill especially 

those we say aloud or silently in our hearts...   For any near death and for all who 

grieve. God, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

A: We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their 

flourishing at summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them 

including parents and grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, 

counselors, and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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A: We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of 

God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service 

inspire us in faith. God, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

      

The congregation is invited to sit. 

OFFERING           Frank Lee 

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

P: Let us pray.   

C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in 

us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        

 
 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER   

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

COMMUNION  
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The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

THANKS BE TO YOU 
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BLESSING            

 
SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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