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ORDER OF WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

The congregation is invited to stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose
word never fails, whose promise is sure.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Righteous God,
C: We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the
courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant
us your mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of = Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev -’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud -est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.

let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.

While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er a - dore thee; may I still  thy good ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan- ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. NETTLETON
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813 8787D

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord, have mer-cy,
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Christ, have mer - cy, Lord, have mer - cy.

Assistant: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the
unity of all . . . (to Refrain)

Assistant: For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the

strength to live your Word . . . (to Refrain)
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NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION

Refrain
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praise and glo-ry for - ev - er - more!
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3. For God has come to dwell with us, to make us
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peo-ple of God; to make all things  new.

Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950
Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950
© 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.




SALUTATION
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation is invited to sit.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 44:6-8

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 44™ chapter.

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: | am the
first and | am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to
come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from
of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no
other rock; I know not one.

L: The word of the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM 88:11-17
TONE
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Psaalm tone reproduced from Pralter for Worship Year C 0 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

REFRAIN
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Teach me your way, O  LorD, and I will walk in your truth.

Psalm 86011
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalier for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress,
May be reproduced by permission for local use only,



1Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk !in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- ! vere your name.
2] will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name for- ! evermore. R
¥For great is your ! love toward me;
you have delivered me from the ! pit of death.
1The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my
life;
they have not set you be- ! fore their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.
Turn to me and have mer- ! cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child I of your handmaid.
7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ! put
to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. R

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:12-25

L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 8" chapter.

1230 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—%for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. *For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” °it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, *’and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also
be glorified with him. 81 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; *°for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of
the children of God. ??We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains
until now; Zand not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2*For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 2But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

L: The word of the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN’S SERMON



The congregation is invited to stand.

GOSPEL VERSE
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;?°but while everybody was asleep,
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. °So when the
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2 And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?” ?®He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?” *But he replied, ‘No; for
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. *Let both of them
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” ¥Then
he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3*'He answered, “The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children
of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, **and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “°Just as the
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. **The Son
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and
all evildoers, “?and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. *Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
P: The gospel of the Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ!

The congregation is invited to sit.



SERMON

Pastor Laura Kuntz

The congregation is invited to stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY

693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All . the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;

4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy oOr  SOr - TOW grown.
from his field shall in thatday all of-fens-es purge a - way;

Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup - plied.

First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
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there, for-ev - er pu - ri-fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.

but the fruit - ful ears to store in  his gar-ner ev - er- more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. ST. GEORGE'S, WINDSOR

Music: George]. Elvey, 1816-1893 7777D




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
A: O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth both
near and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, trusting your Spirit
bearing witness among us. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect lands
and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by natural disasters.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: We pray for this community of faith and for its Call Committee. For your wisdom and
love. Give us holy indifference that we may be indifferent to our own will. Through your
Holy Spirit, help us to be unwilling to do anything but your will. Give us patience and
guidance as we seek to know what you would like us to do. Bless all that we do, so that we
can do what you bless. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction especially
those we say aloud or silently in our hearts... Sustain your people living with HI\VV/ AIDS,
provide shelter for all who are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to welcome all,
our education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our social ministry to enact the
gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your church.
Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed, so that we live into that same hope.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
The congregation is invited to sit.
OFFERING



As the Grains of Wheat

Refrain
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1 As this cup of bless-ing 18 shared with-in our midst,
2 Let this be a fore-taste of all that is to come when
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may we share the  pres - ence  of your love.
all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, h. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen
Text and music @ 1990 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442 3358
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibitcd without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The congregation is invited to stand.
OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray.
C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain
us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the
world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
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right to give God thanks and praise.
Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; @ 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
you break thechains of ha - tred and
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you are the way of mer-cy and
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen: © 1990, G1A Publications, Inc.

The congregation is invited to sit.
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COMMUNION

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’s jus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that wup-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.

and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

LORD, REVIVE US
87870

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: North American, 19th cent.



Praise and Thanksgiving

689
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev-'ry peo - ple, free-ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing,  we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -

fess - ing your gra-cious hand. =~ Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly bread.
joic ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun ger;  your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. BUNESSAN

Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

5554D

The congregation is invited to stand.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.
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THANKS BE TO YOU
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1. Praise to you, O God of mer - cy:
2. From of old you loved and sought us:
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Strong is your  faith - ful - ness, strong is your
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love, re - mem - Db’ring your cov - ¢ - nant of
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life with us. 3. Praise to you, O
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God of mer-cy: Thanks be to you for ev - er!
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Rais-ing high the weak and low-ly: Thanks be to you for
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ev - er! Thanks be to you for ev - er!

Text and Music: Marty Haugen: © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
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BLESSING

Presider: May God bless and keep us.
May God’s face shine on us and be gracious.
May God look on us with favor and ¥« give us peace.

A #L# resider: Congregation:
P —"
| — ! I i I
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S give us peace. A - men

Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

SENDING HYMN
663 Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word

0 . | | | | .
 — — ' ' o g

1 Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu-man race
3 Tell of God the Spir - it giv’n now to guide us on to heav’n,
4 Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind,;

£s 'Fli-;ﬁi_% #Bf:ﬁ:ﬁ’

1 L 1
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o | - I [ | | I
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all.

and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - ri - fice.

strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let  the gath-ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.
| . | | d o
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Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GOTT SEI DANK
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DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgical texts, music and Psalm from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright ©2023 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under License
#SAS103657.

Bible readings from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 8022, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Reprinted by permission.
Now the Feast and Celebration liturgical music reprinted under ONELICENSE.NET, License #A-718405.

Hymns and song texts are reprinted under ONELICENSE.NET, License #A-718405, and/or CCLI, License #2032159.
All items not covered above are ©2022, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, All rights reserved.
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