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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Blow Spirit Blow” 

Before the earth had form, you rode upon the storm 

Your hands became our womb, so warm and wonderful a home 

Blow spirit blow, blow spirit blow 

We need to feel the presence of the Lord 

So, blow spirit blow 

 

When Mary heard the word, you sought to reassure 

And by the Jordan River, there a voice from heav’n was heard 

Blow spirit blow, blow spirit blow 

We need to feel the presence of the Lord 

So, blow spirit blow 

 

And when the spirit came, on wind and tongue of flame 

You took away our guilt and shame, and blest us once again 

Blow spirit blow, blow spirit blow 

We need to feel the presence of the Lord 

So, blow spirit blow 
By John Yivisaker New Generations Publishers, Waverly, Iowa 50667 

 

INVOCATION 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. God of mercy, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 

earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 

fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 
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our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
P: When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, 

forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set 

us free: Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG 

 

 
GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us 

to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is 

precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

FIRST READING   Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

P: The first lesson is from Ecclesiastes, the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 chapters.  

2
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

12
I, the Teacher, 

when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 
13

applied my mind to seek and to search out by 

wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to 

human beings to be busy with. 
14

I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, 

all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
2:18

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the 

sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me 
19

—and who knows whether 

they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my 

wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 
20

So I turned and gave my heart up to despair 

concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21

because sometimes one who has 

toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who 

did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
22

What do mortals get from all the 

toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 
23

For all their days are full of pain, and 

their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND READING  Colossians 3:1-11 

P: The second lesson is from Colossians, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
1
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 
2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 

that are on earth, 
3
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4
When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
5
Put 

to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and greed (which is idolatry). 
6
On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those 

who are disobedient. 
7
These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living 

that life. 
8
But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

abusive language from your mouth. 
9
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have 

stripped off the old self with its practices 
10

and have clothed yourselves with the new self, 

which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 
11

In that 
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renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 12:13-21 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12

th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
13

Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 
14

But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 

over you?” 
15

And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
16

Then he told 

them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 
17

And he thought to 

himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
18

Then he said, ‘I will 

do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 
19

And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
20

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 

night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?’ 
21

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 

toward God
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

                    The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Lord, I’m Coming Home”      

I've wandered far away, from God, now I'm coming home                                                                                               

The paths of sin too long I’ve trod, Lord, I’m coming home  

I've wasted many precious years, now I'm coming home 

I now repent with bitter tears, Lord I'm coming home  

 

Refrain 

Coming home, coming home, never more to roam 

Open wide Thine arms of love, Lord I'm coming home 
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I'm tired of sin, and straying Lord, now I’m coming home 

I’ll trust thy love, believe Thy Word, Lord I'm coming home 

My soul is sick and my heart is sore, Lord I’m coming home                                           

My strength renew, my hope restore, Lord I’m coming home  

 

I need his cleansing blood, I know, Now, I’m coming home 

Oh wash me whiter than the snow, Lord, I’m coming home 

My only hope, my only plea, now I'm coming home 

That Jesus died, and died for me, Lord I'm coming home  Refrain 
Public Domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of your creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Your people struggle with the weariness and toil of living in a broken world. Work 

through your church to restore justice and mercy, and send rest and comfort to all who are 

bowed down. Trusting in God, our abundant provider, let us pray. 
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C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Your creation longs for generous care. Give growth to the fields, strength to farmers, 

ranchers, and laborers who toil in summer’s heat, and wisdom to us to respect earth’s 

bounty. Trusting in God, our loving creator, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Your world reflects your image in billions of unique ways. Touch every life—low and 

high, rich and poor—and sway every heart toward your merciful will. Trusting in God, our 

Sovereign, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Your people in this congregation praise you and pray for your almighty help. Comfort 

those who suffer from anxiety, depression, or stress. Provide for those in need especially 

those we name aloud or silently in our hearts …  Trusting in God, our purpose and goal, 

let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Your communities near and far lack basic resources. Supply work, food, and health care 

for all who are in need. Bring relief to those who are overworked. Trusting in God, our 

help, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: Your saints who have died now rest in your merciful care. Comfort us in faith and love 

as we continue our labor on earth. Trusting in God, who gives life to the dead, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to eat, saying, “This is my body, given for you, do this for remembrance of 

me”. 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and said, “This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the 

remembrance of me”. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

 

COMMUNION   

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this 

life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 
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DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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