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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
August 6, 2023 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Gospel in Action:  Caring for all God’s children, we shall serve 

God through worship, learning, and sharing. 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 
 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Laura Kuntz 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh Custodians: Bill Higgins and Beth Lecorchick 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE    

The congregation is invited to stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 

word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Righteous God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the 

courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant 

us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 

body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55: 1-5 

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 1st chapter. 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do 

you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does 

not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in 

rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make 

with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him 

a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call 

nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21 

TONE 

 
REFRAIN 
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 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

 9LORD, you are | good to all, 

  and your compassion is over | all your works. R 

 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 

  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 

 15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 

  and you give them their food | in due season. 

 16You open | wide your hand 

  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 

 17You are righteous in | all your ways 

  and loving in | all your works. R 

 18You are near to all who | call upon you, 

  to all who call up- | on you faithfully. 

 19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you; 

  you hear their | cry and save them. 

 20You watch over all | those who love you, 

  but all the wicked you | shall destroy. 

 21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD; 

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. R 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 9:1-5 

L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 9th chapter. 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 

Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could 

wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 

people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong 

the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 

comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

The congregation is invited to stand. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 

send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something 

to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And 

he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 

grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 

and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 

the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the 

broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

SERMON          Pastor Connor 

 



7 
 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: You gather your church together by the Holy Spirit. Inspire all the baptized to 

proclaim your abundant love throughout the world. Guide us in the mission of the 

gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You cherish your creation, from the smallest microbe to the largest mountain. 

Protect fragile ecosystems, send favorable weather, supply food and water to nourish 

creatures, and raise us up to care for all you have created. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You desire peace and justice in the world. Instill within all political leaders your 

desire, support the work of international peace organizations, and provide relief for 

those in war-torn areas. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You comfort those who are hurting. Accompany those who are alone, heal those 

who are sick, provide for all who hunger or thirst, console the bereaved, bring joy to 

the sorrowful, and attend to all who call on you especially those we say aloud or 

silently in our hearts... Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You place us within communities for mutual support and love. Reveal yourself to 

us in worship, fellowship, and ministry with our neighbors. Provide for feeding 

ministries and food banks in our area, that we share your abundance with all who 

hunger. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We pray for this community of faith and for its Call Committee. For your 

wisdom and love. Give us holy indifference that we may be indifferent to 

our own will. Through your Holy Spirit, help us to be unwilling to do anything but 

your will. Give us patience and guidance as we seek to know what you would like us 

to do. Bless all that we do, so that we can do what you bless. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 

one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.   

     

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

OFFERING  “Daniel Prayed”  Frank Lee and Julie Pressnell 

I heard about a man one day who wasted not his time away 

He prayed to God every morning noon and night 

He cared not for the things of Baal, he trusted One who never failed 

Oh, Daniel prayed every morning, noon, and night 

  

Refrain 

Oh, Daniel served the living God while here upon this earth he trod 

He prayed to God every morning noon and night 

He cared not for the kings decree he trusted God to set him free 

Oh, Daniel prayed every morning, noon, and night 

 

They locked him in the lion's den because he would not honor men 

He prayed to God every morning noon and night 

The jaws were locked, it made him shout, God soon brought him 

safely out 

Oh, Daniel prayed every morning, noon, and night  Refrain 

 

Now brother, let us watch and pray like Daniel did from day to day 

He prayed to God every morning noon and night 

We too can gladly dare and  do, pray to  God he’ll see us through 

Oh, Daniel prayed every morning, noon, and night  Refrain 
Composed by G.T. Speer 
R.E. Winsett Music Company 

The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

P: Let us pray.   

C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in 

us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

      

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
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LORD'S PRAYER   

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

COMMUNION  
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The congregation is invited to stand. 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray, 

C: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through 

the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING            

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN 
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DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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