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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG   “I’ll Fly Away” 

Some bright morning when this life is over, I'll fly away  

To that home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away  

 

Refrain 

I'll fly away oh glory,   I'll fly away (in the morning)  

When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away  

Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet, I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away  

To a land where joys will never end, I'll fly away    Refrain 2X 
Public Domian 

 

INVOCATION 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and 

confess our sin. God of mercy, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against the 

earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, and we 

fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away from 

our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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P: When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, 

forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set 

us free: Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen. 
  

SONG    “The Old Gospel Ship” 

I have good news to bring and that is why I sing 

All my joys with you I'll share 

I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship 

And go sailing through the air 

 

Refrain 

I'm going to take a trip in that old gospel ship 

I'm going far beyond the sky 

I'm gonna shout and sing till the heavens ring 

When I bid this world good-bye 

 

I can scarcely wait, I know I won't be late 

I'll spend my time in prayer 

And when the ship comes in I'll leave this world of sin 

And go sailing through the air   Refrain 

 

If you are ashamed of me you ought not to be 

Yes, you'd better have a care 

If too much fault you find you'll sure be left behind 

While I'm sailing through the air  Refrain 
Public Domain 

 

GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 

Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you 

wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 
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FIRST READING   Genesis 15:1-6 

P: The first lesson is from Genesis, the 1
st
 and 15

th
 chapters.  

1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
2
But Abram said, 

“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a 

slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 
4
But the word of the LORD came to him, “This 

man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 
5
He 

brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 
6
And he believed 

the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

P: The second lesson is from Hebrews, the 11
th
 chapter. 

1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. 
2
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 

3
By faith we understand that the 

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that 

are not visible.  
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 

he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 
9
By 

faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10

For he 

looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
11

By 

faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself 

was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
12

Therefore from one 

person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 

heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
13

All of these died in faith 

without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 

They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14

for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15

If they had been 

thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 
16

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 

not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 12:32-40 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12

th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 
32

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 
33

Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that 

do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth 

destroys. 
34

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
35

“Be dressed for 

action and have your lamps lit; 
36

be like those who are waiting for their master to return 

from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes 

and knocks. 
37

Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly 

I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 

serve them. 
38

If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 

blessed are those slaves. 
39

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 

hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 
40

You also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

                    The congregation is invited to sit     

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Ring The Bell” 

In the road was a bell and the bell was a sound 

Of days that have come and gone  

And the road ran through a little town on the hillside  

Where the word of the Lord lives on  

 

Refrain 

Ring the bell (ring the bell), ring the bell (ring the bell) 

Ring the bell both far and wide 

You can hear it on the mountain and down across the valley 

Ring the bell and go to His side 

 

Well I followed it down from the forest to the town 

In the darkness and dead of night 

There were children there prepared with flowers in their hair 

And the streets were lit with candlelight   Refrain 
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Now the farmer and the teacher and the barber and the preacher  

How all danced and moved as one 

The holy words some not spoken of a circle unbroken 

And the spirit moved in everyone    Refrain 

 

In the middle of the street I fell down hard upon my knees 

To the pavement that shown like gold 

With a shiver and a start He reached into my heart 

With the kindest words I was told    Refrain 
Public Domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of your creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Lord God, bless and send your church out from each place of worship to be a light to the 

nations. Wherever we set out in faith, equip us to share our hope in Jesus Christ. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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P: Bless and protect your creation, raising up stewards and innovators to nourish and 

sustain natural wonders too many to number. Protect bees and butterflies, and send sun and 

rain where they are needed. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Bless and govern the nations, uniting all humankind in seeking justice and peace. 

Fashion our hearts and guide our deeds in love. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Bless and comfort those in need, providing shelter to those without homes, food for 

those who hunger, companionship to those who are lonely, and health to the sick especially 

those we name aloud or silently in our hearts …  Be their help and their shield. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Bless and sustain those wanting but unable to bear children, those in the adoption 

process, and children longing for parents. Welcome in love those who seek homes in a new 

community or country, and give us eyes to see and hearts to respond to the needs of our 

newest neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Keep in your care the faithful loved ones who have died in Christ until we join them in 

the everlasting city, whose architect and builder is God. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to eat, saying, “This is my body, given for you, do this for remembrance of 

me”. Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and said, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for 

the remembrance of me”. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

           

The congregation is invited to sit 

COMMUNION   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this 

life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 

spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; 

and the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   “You Go to Your Church” 

You go to your church and I'll go to mine 

But let's walk along together 

Our fathers built them side by side 

So let's walk along together 

 

Refrain 

The road is rough and the way is long 

But we'll help each other over 

You go to your church and I'll go to mine 

But let's walk along together 
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You go to your church and I'll go to mine 

But let's walk along together 

Our Heavenly Father is the same 

So let's walk along together  Refrain 

 

The Lord will be at your church today 

But he'll be at my church also 

You go to your church and I'll go to mine 

But let's walk along together  Refrain 
Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 
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