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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
August 13, 2023 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

Gospel in Action:  Caring for all God’s children, we shall serve 

God through worship, learning, and sharing. 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 
 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Laura Kuntz 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh Custodians: Bill Higgins and Beth Lecorchick 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE      

The congregation is invited to stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose 

word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Righteous God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the 

courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant 

us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be 

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 

fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 19:9-18 

L: The first lesson is from 1 Kings, the 19th chapter. 
9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 
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for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for 

the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was 

splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was 

not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and 

after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 

his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 

voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken 

your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 

alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to 

him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 

shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 

king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 

prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 

and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 

has not kissed him.” 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 85:8-13 

TONE 

 
 

REFRAIN 
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 8I will listen to what the LORD
| God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts 

to you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 

 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 10:5-15 

L: The second lesson is from Romans, the 10th chapter. 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from 

faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to 

bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in 

your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with 

your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 

confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes 

in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to call on one 

in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And 

how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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The congregation is invited to stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 

send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something 

to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And 

he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 

grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 

and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 

the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the 

broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

SERMON          Pastor Breyley 

The congregation is invited to stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 

church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: God of grace and faith, your faithfulness is never-ending, and your righteousness 

becomes ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the gospel both near 

and far, in church buildings and on street corners, in person and through digital 

means. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of sky and sea, the plants, animals, mountains, and plains proclaim your 

glory. Prosper the work of ecologists as they teach us new ways to care for the 

environment. Bring relief to areas recovering from natural disasters. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of peace and justice, you call us to live as your beloved community 

throughout the world. Instill in local, regional, national, and global political and civic 

leaders a desire to work for the well-being of all people. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are afraid. Bring calm 

to any who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and other 

health care providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any who are sick especially 

those we say aloud or silently in our hearts... Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of wonder, you accompany us in both joys and sorrows. We pray for children 

and teachers preparing for a new school year. Make your presence known in our work 

and play, in lively conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: We pray for this community of faith and for its Call Committee. For your 

wisdom and love. Give us holy indifference that we may be indifferent to 

our own will. Through your Holy Spirit, help us to be unwilling to do anything but 

your will. Give us patience and guidance as we seek to know what you would like us 

to do. Bless all that we do, so that we can do what you bless. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 

one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.     

The congregation is invited to sit. 

OFFERING 

 
The congregation is invited to stand. 
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OFFERING PRAYER          

P: Let us pray.   

C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in 

us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

      

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 
 



12 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION         

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER   

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit. 

 

COMMUNION  

 

 

 

 

 



13 
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The congregation is invited to stand. 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray, 

C: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your 

banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through 

the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING            

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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