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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

     

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

I am weak, but Thou art strong, 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 

I’ll be satisfied as long, 

As I walk, let me walk, close to Thee. 

 

Refrain 

Just a closer walk with Thee, 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea. 

Daily walking close to Thee,  

*Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. *Last time through, gradual slowing. 

 

Through this world of toils and snares, 

If I falter, Lord who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. Refrain 

 

When my feeble life is o’er,  

Time for me will be no more. 

Guide me gently, safely o’er, 

To my home on that bright golden shore.  Refrain 
Traditional, Public Domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
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BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 

and confess our sin. God of mercy, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, and against 

the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many things, 

and we fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and 

turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the 

freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
P: When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, 

forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ 

has set us free: Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen. 
  

SONG  “I Saw the Light” 

I wandered so aimless, my heart filled with sin 

I would not let, my dear Savior in 

Then Jesus came, like a stranger in the night 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Refrain 

I saw the light, I saw the light 

No more darkness, no more night 

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Just like a blind man, I wandered alone  

Worries and fears, I claimed for my own 

Then like the blind man, that God gave back his sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light  Refrain 

 

I was a fool to wander and stray 

Straight is the gate and narrow the way 

Now I have traded the wrong for the right 

Praise the lord I saw the light  Refrain 
Last chorus, repeat “Praise the Lord, I saw the light,” slight slowing. 
Words & music by Hank Williams Copyright Sony ATV Songs LLC 8 Music Square West Nashville, TN 37203 
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GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 

C: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are 

humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST READING   Proverbs 25:6-7 

P: The first lesson is from Proverbs, the 25
th

 chapter.  
6
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the 

great; 
7
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the 

presence of a noble.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 

P: The second lesson is from Hebrews, the 13
th

 chapters. 
1
Let mutual love continue. 

2
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
3
Remember those who 

are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, 

as though you yourselves were being tortured. 
4
Let marriage be held in honor by all, 

and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 

adulterers. 
5
Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 

you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 
6
So we can say 

with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do 

to me?” 
7
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
8
Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever. 
15

Through him, then, let us continually offer 

a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 
16

Do not 

neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.
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P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

            

GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 14:1,7-14 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14

th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
1
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 

eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
7
When he noticed how 

the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
8
“When you are invited 

by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 

someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
9
and the host 

who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ 

and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 
10

But when you are 

invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may 

say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of 

all who sit at the table with you. 
11

For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12

He said also to the one who 

had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends 

or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 

return, and you would be repaid. 
13

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
14

And you will be blessed, because they cannot 

repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ!      
              

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON              PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY   “Softly and Tenderly” 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me. 

See on the portals He’s waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 
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Refrain 

Come home, come home. 

Ye who are weary come home. 

Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling 

Calling “Oh sinner come home.” 

 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

Pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

Mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

Promised for you and for me. 

Though we have sinned he has mercy and pardon, 

Pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
Word and Music by Will L. Thompson 
Public Domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE          
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         

P: Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the 

church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

 

A brief silence 

 

P: God of peace, we pray for the leaders, teachers, and preachers who fearlessly share 

your word and who reveal you through humble sacrifice. Uphold and sustain all who 

seek to live in a way that is pleasing to you. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of generosity, we pray for crops growing ripe in the fields and fruit becoming 

ready to harvest. Grant safety to workers who will gather this bounty, and bless the 

yield to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of power, we pray for humility, kindness, and generosity to be instilled in the 

leaders of all nations. Inspire them to become models of servanthood, and to work for 

worldwide peace and prosperity. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of love, we pray for all those who are forgotten or pushed aside; for those who 

are suffering from poverty, neglect, physical or emotional trauma; and those who are 

homeless or are without a homeland especially those we name aloud or silently in our 

hearts… Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: God of grace, we pray for students of all ages and disciplines, teachers and 

professors, teaching assistants and aids, substitute teachers, and administrators. 

Provide safety in travel and in the classroom, so that a spirit of learning is fostered for 

all. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: God of mercy, we remember those you love who now rest from their labors. Grant 

all your beloved saints a place at your eternal banquet table. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of 

grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to eat, saying, “This is my body, given for you, do this for 

remembrance of me”. Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and said, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the 

forgiveness of sins, do this for the remembrance of me”. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat  

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of 

Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine 

with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have received: Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in 

us. Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “I’ll Fly Away” 

Some bright morning when this life is over, I'll fly away  

To that home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away  

 

Refrain 

I'll fly away oh glory,   I'll fly away (in the morning)  

When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away  

Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly, I'll fly away  Refrain 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet, I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away  

To a land where joys will never end, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

(After last refrain) 

I’ll fly away……. I’ll fly away (fade)….. 
Words & music by Alfred E. Brumley  Copyright Brumley Music Company  c/o ClearBox Rights, LLC. PO Box 1547. Brentwood, TN 37024 

 

DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 
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