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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

WELCOME  TO ALL who have come to worship on this Passion Sunday. As 

we picture our Lord riding into Jerusalem, we see into his near future; his last 

supper with the disciples; his suffering and death on the cross. But beyond 

that, we see the empty tomb which proves Christ’s triumph over death for 

us. Let us recall these things as we go about our lives this Holy Week. 
 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Sunday, April 9, 2017 

Palm Sunday 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 
This Sunday, April 9 

Greeters: Kacenjar Family Usher: Tony Toy Lector: Paul Culler 

Acolytes: Austin Strauss and Chase Myers Cantor: Rob Pedersen 

Assists: Cantor, Karen Wagner, Chip Crout, and Acolytes 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Our Service This Morning Begins In the Gathering Area 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
1
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 

bring them to me. 
3
If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 

them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 
4
This took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 

king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of 

a donkey.” 
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

7
they brought 

the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 
8
A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. 
9
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10

When he entered Jerusalem, 

the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11

The crowds were saying, 

“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

C: Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and 

king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 

P: Bless these branches and those who carry them. 

C: Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to 

his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:   All Glory, Laud, and Honor   ELW 344 

Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 

 to you, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 

 made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

1 You are the king of Israel 

 and David's royal Son, 

 now in the Lord's name coming, 

 our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 

 

2 The company of angels  

 are praising you on high; 

 creation and all mortals  

 in chorus make reply.  Refrain 

 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 

 with palms before you went; 

 our praise and prayer and anthems 

 before you we present.  Refrain 
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4 To you, before your passion, 

 they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To you, now high exalted, 

 our melody we raise.  Refrain 

 

5 Their praises you accepted; 

 accept the prayers we bring, 

 great author of all goodness, 

 O good and gracious King.  Refrain 
 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans, 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 

resurrection, let us pray.  Everlasting God, 

C: In your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 

take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to 

share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives, and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM   The Palms            Sanctuary Choir 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 26:14--27:66 

The congregation is to follow along with the bulletin insert. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Sacred Head, Now Wounded       

O sacred Head now wounded 

With grief and shame weighed down 

Now scornfully surrounded 

With thorns Thine only crown 

O sacred Head what glory 

What bliss till now was Thine 

Yet tho' despised and gory 

I joy to call Thee mine 

 

What Thou my Lord hast suffered 

Was all for sinners' gain 

Mine mine was the transgression 

But Thine the deadly pain 

Lo here I fall my Savior 

'Tis I deserve Thy place 

Look on me with Thy favor 

Vouchsafe to me Thy grace 

 

What language shall I borrow 

To thank Thee dearest friend 

For this Thy dying sorrow 

Thy pity without end 

O make me Thine forever 

And should I fainting be 

Lord let me never never 

Outlive my love to Thee 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

      

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence 

 

A: Redeeming God, your church proclaims your gospel of truth and courage. 

Gather your children together to share in the promise of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Hosanna, Son of David. Lead your children to care for your good creation and 

all its inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, and all living creatures. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Soften the hearts of political leaders who ignore or deny suffering, struggle, and 

injustice. Lift up leaders who seek your will for the sake of their people. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Bring companionship to those who feel abandoned, comfort to those in pain, 

hope to those in despair, and healing to all in need (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: Walk with this community as we remember your life-giving passion and death. 

Send us forth burning with desire to share your word with a hurting world. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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A: We remember those who were imprisoned or martyred for their faith and give 

thanks for their bold confession and witness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

OFFERING    

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your 

love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on the 

tree of the cross gave salvation to all, that, where death began, there life might be 

restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a tree overcome.  And 

so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your 

faithfulness endures from age to age. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life as we  

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit  

 

COMMUNION 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  O, Savior, Precious Savior    ELW 820  

     Jesus, Still Lead On     ELW 624 

                         At the Name of Jesus                       ELW 416 

                             Ah, Holy Jesus      ELW 349  

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray.  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 

alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross              ELW 803  
 

DISMISSAL 
A: As the Gospel in Action, go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37097. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 

 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

