
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Holy Saturday 

Saturday, April 15, 2017           



 

 

 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE 



 

 

GATHERING SONG    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  ELW 351 

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 

with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 

what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 How pale thou art with anguish, 

 with sore abuse and scorn; 

 how does thy face now languish, 

 which once was bright as morn! 

 Thy grief and bitter passion 

 were all for sinners' gain; 

 mine, mine was the transgression, 

 but thine the deadly pain. 

 

3 What language shall I borrow 

to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 

thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 

and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 

outlive my love to thee. 

 

3 Lord, be my consolation; 

shield me when I must die; 

remind me of thy passion 

when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 

for all who die believing 

die safely in thy love. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, 
d. 1250; tr. composite 

 



 

 

INVOCATION AND GREETING 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who brings us out of captivity into 

freedom, out of the wilderness into the Promised Land, out of death into life.  We 

begin our service as we worship our God, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all! 

C: And also with you! 
 

SONG  In the Cross of Christ I Glory  ELW 324 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

 Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.  

 All the light of sacred story 

 Gathers round its head sublime.  

 

2 When the woes of life o’er take me,  

 Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

 Never shall the cross forsake me; 

 Lo, it glows with peace and joy.  

 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming, 

 Light and love upon my way, 

 From the cross the radiance streaming, 

 Adds more luster to the day.  

 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

 By the cross are sanctified;  

 Peace is there that knows no measure,  

 Joys that through all time abide.  
 public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.   

C: O God, creator of heaven and earth, the crucified body of your dear Son 

was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath. 
 



 

 

Silence for one minute 
 

So we may await with him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to 

newness of life. Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

 LESSON ROMANS 6:3-11 

P: The lesson is from Romans, the 6
th

 chapter. 
3
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? 
4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. 
5
For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6
We 

know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7
For whoever has died is 

freed from sin. 
8
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. 
9
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 
10

The death he died, he died to sin, once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
11

So you also must consider yourselves 

dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

P: The Word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL   JOHN 20:1-18 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
1
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
2
So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him.” 
3
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 

4
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first. 
5
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 

did not go in. 
6
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 



 

 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
7
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8
Then the other 

disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9
for as 

yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10

Then the 

disciples returned to their homes. 

  
11

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; 
12

and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13

They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
14

When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 
16

Jesus said to 

her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). 
17

Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 
18

Mary Magdalene went 

and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 

had said these things to her. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON                                                     Pastor Jeff Steeber 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY Jesus, Remember Me     ELW 616 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  (Sing four times)  
©1981 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
Text: Luke 23:42; Taize Community 

Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NICENE CREED  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to 

kneel or stand next to the Communion railing. Baptized Christians are welcome to  

receive Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread – dip the 

bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are not able 

to come forward, Holy Communion will be brought to you.) 

 

PRAYERS  

P: Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence 



 

 

 

P: For the leaders and mission of your church in every place…  

 

Silence 

P: For all that lives and moves upon the earth, and all that sustains our lives… 

  

Silence 

 

P: For every leader and all who work for justice, freedom and peace… 

 

Silence 

  

P: For all who labor and the fruits of their work… 

Silence  

 

P: For the sick, all prisoners, the lonely, and all who remember and care for them… 

  

Silence 

 

 P: For all who are born this day, and all who will die… 

 

Silence 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Let us come before God, confessing our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone.  Forgive us and give us strength to 

turn from sin and to serve you in newness of life. Amen. 



 

 

P: By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, + God forgives us all our sins.  Almighty God 

strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which 

he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SONG:  Jesus, Lamb of God                  WP 76 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.     Repeat        Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace.  

C: Amen. 

 



 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Let us pray.   

C: Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us 

in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 

those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 

treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: The blessing of God Almighty, the wisdom and power of + Christ Jesus, and the 

light of the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG   Were You There              ELW 353 
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Text: African American spiritual 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: As the Gospel in Action, go in peace. Remember the poor! 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45713. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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