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Inside this issue I’m going to apologize again, but it’s going to be a different and weird apology 
because it’s an apology for apologizing. If that doesn’t make sense yet, I hope that 
I will be clear by the end of the article and I will not need to apologize again for 
being incoherent. 
 
One of our parishioners, who is fairly new to our congregation, came through the 
receiving line following a recent worship service and said to me, “You sure do 
apologize a lot.” And she is right, I do apologize quite often. On that particular 
day, I offered an apology during the time of the announcements, for apparently 
failing to  communicate information in a manner that everyone could easily under-
stand, and not misconstrue. I have also apologized during sermons, during the 
liturgy, and in conversations with people throughout our church building. I think 
that I apologize with great frequency because I like to do a good job, and if some-
thing does not pan out the way that I believe it should have panned out, I assume 
that I had a direct role in the failure. To be certain, this is the case on many occa-
sions, but this parishioner’s comment left me contemplating whether it is always 
the case. If it is not always the case, is there a better way for me to respond or ad-
dress the congregation than offering an apology? Through some prayer and reflec-
tion, which is a great pastime during Lent, I have come to the understanding that 
there is a better way. Growth is not achieved through deflection or quasi-
martyrdom, but through an honest appraisal of our experiences.  

 
In the same receiving line where the faithful woman pointed out my penchant for 
apologizing, others offered me their condolences. Comments such as, “I’m sorry 
that you have to experience drama in our church,” “It’s a shame that you have to 

work with people who can be difficult at times,” and “I wish you didn’t have to go 

through these problems.” These comments were made by amazing people who I 
consider myself blessed to know. However, I realized that in their apologies, as 
within mine, we are missing the point and the path towards health. 
 
The truth is, I don’t have to experience drama in our church. I don’t have to work 
with people who are being difficult. I don’t have to go through problems in the 
congregation. I do not have to do any of these things.  Instead, we do, all of us 
together. It’s unfortunate that we have to experience drama in our church. It’s a 
shame that we have to work with people who can be difficult at times. I wish we 
didn’t have to go through these problems. None of these things are experienced by 
me alone, and none of them are my responsibility or burden alone. They are our 
responsibility. They are our burden.                              
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For me to take the blame for the actions of others is wrong, and it doesn’t help me, or others, become who God has called us to be. 
For the members of our congregation to apologize that I have to deal with the issues that occur in our church is wrong, and it 
doesn’t help me, or others, become the people who God has called us to be. We are a church. We are individuals within that 
church, but when there is an issue between two of our members, there is an issue for our entire church. It is easy for us to say that if 
we simply change this    person or that person, that everything will be fixed. It’s also false to say that. It will not be until we all ac-
cept the responsibility of changing the culture of our church, or until we are all willing to address the issues we see and experience, 
that we will ever be able to learn and grow from them. When we begin doing that, then neither you nor I will have to apologize, 
because we will all be joined together in our actions, both good and bad. This will bring us to true forgiveness, love and grace. This 
is where God is calling us to go. 
 
Peace and All Good Things, 

Pastor Jeff Steeber   + 

Name   Date 

 
Stacy B   2 
Stephanie S  2 
Lisa S   3 
Evan S   3 
Hazel I   4 
Elizabeth M  5 
Jonelle C  6 
Julia K   6 
Connor K  6 
Angela P  6 
Joshua T   8 
Ilene M   9 
Angie G  10 
Chuck H  10 
Dave P  10 
Carmen B 11 
Marisa W 11 
Brianna B 12 
Kylee Y  12 
Elisabeth B 14 
Cheryl H 14 
Joan R  14 
Robert O 15 
Julie P  16 
Jennifer O 17 
Armgard H 19 
Kate Y  22 
Audrey P 23 
Soren F  24 
Nicole N 25 
Daniel I   27 
Julia J  27 
Scott C  28 
Jerry M  29 

Council Meeting Guests 

Church members are encouraged and welcome to 
attend the monthly Congregation Council meet-
ings. Please remember that guests are silent ob-
servers and, per the CELC Constitution (C.12.11), 
only business previously scheduled on the agenda 
will be conducted.  If you would like to speak or 
share information at a council meeting, please 
submit your request to Pastor Jeff and Vice Presi-
dent Kelly Pedersen. You will be notified in ad-
vance as to which month you are scheduled on the 
agenda. Thank you for helping us to ensure that 
council meetings are run efficiently and follow 
protocol.   

April Birthdays 

New to our church website 

You can now download and pay for 

flower orders online.  Check out our 

church website for more information. 

Thank you 
I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude for the  prayers and 
concern given to my family during my parents’ illnesses and 
my father’s ultimate passing. This has been an extremely dif-
ficult time yet, the calls, cards, and outreach of care and com-
passion provided comfort when needed most...Thank you. 
God Bless, Marilyn Culler 

Property News 

Needed: Lawn Mowing Assis-
tance. We take care of our lawn, 
shrubs and trimming using volun-
teers who offer up a bit of their 
time. Please contact the church 
office or Chuck Heindrichs (440-
933-7654) know if you can help by 
joining the schedule. 

Spring Cluster Meeting  

Women of CELC are invited to join 

other women in the ELCA NEO 

Synod for the Cleveland West 

Spring  Cluster meeting on Satur-

day, April 28 at Prince of Peace Lu-

theran Church in Westlake.  It is an 

enlightening and interesting gather-

ing to meet and talk with other 

women of faith.  Registration is 

$8.00, which includes breakfast 

(served at 8:30 a.m.), a short busi-

ness meeting, the main program, and 

a lunch served at 11:30 a.m.  Dona-

tions of deodorant and body lotion 

will be gathered to benefit Lutheran 

Metropolitan Ministry Women’s Re-

entry Program.  For more infor-

mation please contact Sharon Da-

vidson at 440-933-3923. 



 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

 

Congregation Council  

President:   

Vice President: Kelly P 

Secretary:  Nadine C 

Treasurer:  Brenda C 

Property:  Rob N 

Finance:   Eric K  

   

Sunday School  

Nadine C 

  

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Dan I 

Kelly K 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine C 

Brenda C 

Stacy J 

 

The Anchor 

Senior High Youth Group 

Heather N 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob N  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Worship & Music 

Joe G 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir:  Joe G 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany P 

  

Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan W 

Deborah Circle:   Quella C 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon D 

Martha Circle:  Anita H 

  

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  

Athena’s Restaurant 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline W - Chair 

 

Endowment Committee 

Chuck H - Chair 

  

OWLS 

(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

Harold and Karen W 

  

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura M – Chair 

  

Outreach 

Kelly K 

  

Family Promise 

Chuck H 

Eric M 

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator   

Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare  

Director   

Julie Skaggs 

 

 Saturday Service Music 

Joe G - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank L - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck H – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  

  

If your name, church group or 

committee is missing from this 

list, please contact the church  

office at 440-933-6263 or email 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

 

Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation, adult and high school  

10:30 a.m. K– Grade 6 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Christ Lutheran Preschool  

Pasta Dinner and Art Show 

Friday, April 20, 2018 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Cost: $7.50 per adult, $4.00 under 10 or over 65 

Join us for a delicious meal in the church social hall 

There will be Chinese Raffles and a 50/50 drawing. 


