
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

DECEMBER 24, 2016 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE                 Randi Smarsh & Brenda Crout 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME        Pastor Steeber 

 

SONG:        O Holy Night   Randi Smarsh & Brenda Crout 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING HYMN:    The Bells of Christmas  ELW  298 

 
1 The bells of Christmas chime once more; 

 the heav'nly guest is at the door. 

 He comes to earthly dwellings still 

 with new year gifts of peace, good will. 

 

2 This world, though wide and far outspread, 

 could scarcely find for you a bed. 

 Your cradle was a manger stall, 

 no pearl nor silk nor kingly hall. 

 

3 Now let us go with quiet mind, 

 the swaddled babe with shepherds find, 

 to gaze on him who gladdens them, 

 the loveliest flow'r of Jesse's stem. 

 

 

 



4 Oh, join with me, in gladness sing, 

 to keep our Christmas with our king, 

 until our song, from loving souls, 

 like rushing mighty water rolls! 

 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 

 

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word 

made flesh, the Lord and giver of life.  

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection, lighting of the Advent and Christ candles 
 

P: God of peace, 

C: We confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves.  We bring 

to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, our 

own conflicted hearts.  In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and 

to you.  Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of peace, our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P: In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: 

forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart.  Hear 

this word of God's pardon and peace: in the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free 

from all your sins.  Rise, shine, for your light has come. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Almighty God,  

C: You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Grant 

that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day 

wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:              Isaiah 9:2-7  

               

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles 

Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt. 

 



SONG:     No Golden Carriage, No Bright Toy    Choir 

 

SCRIPTURE READING:               Titus 2:11-14  

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
HYMN:     Angels We Have Heard on High (Verse 1)    ELW  289 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 

 echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

 gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 

GOSPEL READING:                   Luke 2:1-14 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SONG:     God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings  Praise Band 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL READING:                  Luke 2:15-20 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                        Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY:                        The First Noel       ELW 300 
 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

 

Refrain 

 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

 Born is the King of Israel. 

 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

 shining in the east beyond them far; 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

 

3 And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 

 

4 This star drew near to the northwest, 

 o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

 and there it did both stop and stay 

 right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 
 

Text: English traditional 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



PRAYERS    
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING:       Noel, Joyous Noel Le Noel des petits santons    Bell Choir 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING SONG:    Angels we Have Heard on High  ELW 289 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be 

 which inspire your heav'nly song?  

 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  

 him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee 

 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING ~ LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS:   What Child is This    ELW 296 

      I am So Glad (Each Christmas Eve) ELW 271 

      Once In Royal David’s City  ELW 269 

      Away In a Manger    ELW 277 

      Hark the Herald Angels Sing  ELW 270 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   

The pastor lights a candle from the altar candles and lights the Assisting Minister’s 

candle.   After lighting a candle for the Senior & Bell Choirs, the Pastor and Assisting 

Minister will walk back the center aisle and light the candle of each person nearest 

the aisle and they in turn, light the candle of the person next to them.  Lighted candles 

should not be dipped to avoid wax dripping on the floor.  The unlighted candle should 

be dipped when lighting it from a neighbor's candle.   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN:      Silent Night, Holy Night    ELW 281 
 

1 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright  

Round yon virgin mother and child, Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.                          
 

2 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!  

Christ, the Savior is born!  Christ the Savior is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

BENEDICTION  (candles extinguished following the blessing) 

 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of 

the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN:          Joy to the World    ELW 267  

  

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME to all of you who are celebrating Christ’s birth this evening and a 

special welcome is extended to those here for the first time, visiting with us, or in 

response to an invitation from a parishioner.  Peace and blessings to you on this 

Christmas Eve. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS received tonight will be donated to the benevolences 

that Christ Lutheran supports.  Your contributions help feed the hungry, clothe the 

needy and offer assistance to those facing challenges.  Your generous gifts will 

bring blessings during these challenging times and inspire many to give thanks to 

God.  

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all who participated in this worship service.  Have a 

blessed Christmas! 

 

 
 
May the good news of Christ’s birth give you joy as you open your hearts to the Savior! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

         


