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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

DECEMBER 24, 2018 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME                  Pastor Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING HYMN “The First Noel” (vs 3 string instrumental)         ELW 300 

 

 

INVOCATION & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word made 

flesh, the Lord and giver of life.  

C: Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection, lighting of the Advent wreath 

 

R: Four Sundays ago, we lit the Prophecy candle and remembered those who first spoke the 

promise of the coming Christ child. Three Sundays ago, we lit the Bethlehem candle, a 

symbol of the preparations being made to receive and cradle the Christ child. Two Sundays 

ago, we lit the Shepherds’ candle, remembering the first in a long line of people who 

joyfully shared the good news of the Savior’s birth.  Last Sunday, we lit the Angels’ candle 

and were reminded of the hope fulfilled in the first coming our Savior and of our continuing 

hope as we anticipate his coming again. Tonight, the Advent season ends. We wait no 

longer. That great event for which we waited has happened. God’s promise of a Redeemer 

is fulfilled. Christ Jesus is born. We light the Christ candle with praise to our God who 

brings joy to the world. Let us pray. Wonderful counselor,  
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C: Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, we rejoice that you entered time 

in the weakness of human flesh in a lowly stable in Bethlehem as the son of a peasant 

couple. O Child of Bethlehem, your birth gives us great joy. Make our joy complete so 

that we, like you, spend our lives looking to the interests of others. By the power of 

your Spirit, instill in us your attitude of humble service.  In your name we pray. 

Amen! 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Now, let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. God of 

peace, 

C: We confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves.  We bring to 

you all that tears us apart: discord in our families, violence in our world, our own 

conflicted hearts.  In your mercy, mend us. Reconnect us to one another and to you.  

Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of Peace, our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

P: In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: 

forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart.  Hear this 

word of God's pardon and peace: in the name of + Jesus our Savior, you are free from all 

your sins.  Rise, shine, for your light has come! 

C: Amen! 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY              

P: Almighty God,  

C: You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.  Grant that 

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to 

the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 9:2-7           

L: The first reading is from Isaiah, the 9
th
 chapter. 

2
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness - on them light has shined. 
3
You have multiplied the nation, you have 



pg. 3 
 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. 
4
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 

their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5
For all the boots of the tramping 

warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6
For a child 

has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!           

 

SONG     “Lullaby”          Sanctuary Choir 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Titus 2:11-14            

L: The second reading is from Titus, the 2
nd

 chapter. 
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12

training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 
13

while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
14

He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!     
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”       ELW 275 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-14           

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2
nd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 
2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 
3
All went to their own towns to be registered. 

4
Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 
5
He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6
While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 
7
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 
10

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11

to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12

This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
13

And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14

"Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." 
16

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 
18

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ!  

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

HYMN     “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”      Orchestra 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                        Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   “Away in the Manger”                      ELW 277 
 

NICENE CREED                 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
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crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

A: This night the eternal Word of God is born in us. We pray for Christ’s light of life to 

take flesh in the church, the creation, and all people of God. 

A brief silence 

A: We bring to the manger our longing for the visible unity of the church of Jesus Christ, 

that undivided it proclaim the one whose birth brings good news of glad tidings to all 

people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We bring to the manger hope for the well-being of creation, that every valley be exalted 

and every rough place be made plain so that every living thing may flourish. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We bring to the manger a vision of the reign of the Prince of Peace, that the nations, 

tribes, and peoples of this world will see and cherish in each other the very image of Christ, 

whose scepter is mercy and whose judgment is love. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We bring to the manger concern for those who have no place to lay their heads this night 

and for those who dwell in the shadow of loneliness, despair, illness, or death especially... 

We come begging that the child for whom there was no room will open the doors of our 

hearts to the needs of our neighbors and ourselves. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We bring to the manger all people who, like the holy family, gather with children in the 

splendor of this most holy night, that the gift of faith be lavished on another generation. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: We bring to the manger the hopes and dreams of all the years, that with Mary and 

Joseph, angels and archangels, saints and martyrs, loved ones of every time and every place, 
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our prayers and praises join in a common song uniting heaven and earth in a single peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Into your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Jesus Christ, the light and life of the world. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING   “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”   Praise Band 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In 

the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new 

and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to 

love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 
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COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  “Angels We Have Heard on High”       ELW 289 

      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”            ELW 270 

      “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”            ELW 272 

      “What Child Is This”          ELW 296

      

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come 

among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES   

 

The pastor lights a candle from the altar candles and lights the cantor’s candle. After 

lighting a candle for the Sanctuary and Bell Choirs, the pastor and cantor will walk down 

the center aisle and light the candle of each person nearest the aisle and they in turn, light 

the candle of the person next to them. Lighted candles should not be dipped to avoid wax 

dripping on the floor. The unlighted candle should be dipped when lighting it from a 

neighbor's candle.  

 

HYMN    “Silent Night, Holy Night”          ELW 281 

 

BENEDICTION  (candles extinguished following the benediction) 

P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the 

Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN      “Joy to the World”            ELW 267  
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DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Celebrate Christ’s birth! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

WELCOME to all of you who are celebrating Christ’s birth this evening and a special 

welcome is extended to those here for the first time, visiting with us, or in response to an 

invitation from a parishioner.  Peace and blessings to you on this Christmas Eve. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS received tonight will be donated to the benevolences 

supported by Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church: Christ Lutheran Preschool, Haven 

Center, Redeemer Crisis Center, and Second Harvest Food Bank.  Your contributions 

help feed the hungry, clothe the needy, and provide assistance to those facing challenges.  

Your generous gifts will bring blessings during these challenging times and inspire many 

to give thanks to God.  

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all who participated in this worship service.  Have a blessed 

Christmas! 

 

You are all welcome to join us tomorrow morning, Christmas Day, at 10:00 a.m. as we 

continue our celebration of the birth of our Savoir, Jesus Christ.   

 

May the good news of Christ’s birth give you joy as you open your hearts to the Savior! 
 

 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com   www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com 

Office Administrator:  Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 
 


