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To you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 

a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger. 

Luke 2:11-12 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE  
 

P:  In the name of the Father, ☩and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us pray, 

C: Almighty God, you know our thoughts and desires and all that we hide 

from one another. Breathe your Holy Spirit into us.  Cleanse us and give us 

perfect love for you and for one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Silence for prayer and confession 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you in our thoughts, our words, and 

our deeds. We have not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us. Make us new 

so that our lives will bring glory to your name.  Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you and by his 

authority I declare to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

HYMN:        O Come, All Ye Faithfull  ELW 283 

 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

 

P: To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE:     Go Tell It on the Mountain  ELW 290 

 



P: Let us pray 

C: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us 

to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON:                           Isaiah 62:6-12 

PSALM 97      

SECOND LESSON:                Titus 3:4-7 

GOSPEL:                 Luke 2:8-20 

SERMON                                      Pastor Jeff Steeber 

The congregation is invited to stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A: Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for 

the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence 



A: Holy God, you raise up leaders throughout the church to proclaim your word of 

hope. Unite the church through the good news of salvation, so that all will know 

and experience your glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, you created mountains and hills, seas and rivers, and all creatures. 

Reveal to us the goodness of all you have made so that we live wisely with these 

your gifts. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, you desire that all people live in peace. Guide all in positions of 

authority to lead with equity, and give courage to advocates who speak for the 

voiceless. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, you sent your Son to be our physician and remedy. Strengthen 

medical professionals and counselors to care for the sick and grieving (especially), 

so that all people experience healing and consolation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, you gather us together in community, blessing us with friends and 

family. Make yourself known to all who participate in worship today, and send us 

forth to serve our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Holy God, you show your love and faithfulness in every generation. Through the 

witness of our ancestors in the faith, you have shown us how to testify to your grace 

and truth. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took 

on our nature and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to sit 

OFFERING   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 



 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

P: God with us, 

C: You came as a baby to a manger.  You slept on straw and greeted 

shepherds.  You come again in bread and wine.  Remind us how good you are 

at blessing ordinary things.  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the 

lives of others in the strength of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 
 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding 

the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 



SANCTUS 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you 

we worship and adore.   

 

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire 

for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your 

image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, 

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.  That also we, estranged 

and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life 

and death of Jesus. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 



P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new 

creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, 

which renews the face of the earth.  We await his coming, when, with the world 

made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 

P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this 

meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.  Nurture in us the fruits of the 

Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
 

P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the 

cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to 

you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory 

and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

  
COMMUNION HYMNS:   Let Our Gladness have No End  ELW 291 

      O Little Town of Bethlehem  ELW 279 

      Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  ELW 272 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen. 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray.  

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal 

we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may 

be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN:       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   ELW 288 

 

P: Go in peace, Christ is with you! 

C: Amen! 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated today. All who 

believe that with the bread and wine we receive the body and blood of Jesus for the 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are invited to come forward and commune. 

Families are invited to come forward together; children will receive a blessing. If 

you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to your seat. 

Gluten-free crackers and grape juice are available for those with dietary needs. 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 


