
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Christmas Day, 2017 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

PRELUDE  

P:  In the name of the Father, ☩and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  “The Bells of Christmas”    ELW 298 

 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

C: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

P: To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  ELW 290 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray 

C: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us 

to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 62:6-12 

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 62
nd

 chapter. 
6
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they 

shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, 
7
and give him no rest 

until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
8
The 

LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your 

grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which 

you have labored; 
9
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and 



those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 
10

Go through, go through the 

gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of 

stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
11

The LORD has proclaimed to the end of 

the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him.” 
12

They shall be called, “The Holy People, The 

Redeemed of the LORD“; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not 

Forsaken.” 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 97      
1
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 

let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
2
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 

righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
3
Fire goes before the LORD, 

burning up enemies on every side. 
4
Lightnings light up the world; 

the earth sees and trembles. 
5
The mountains melt like wax 

before the Lord of all the earth. 
6
The heavens declare your righteous ness, O LORD, 

and all the peoples see your glory.  
7
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 

Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 
8
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

because of your judgments, O LORD. 
9
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 

you are exalted far above all gods. 
10

You who love the LORD, hate evil! 

God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand of the 

wicked.  
11

Light dawns for the righteous, 

and joy for the honest of heart. 
12

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 

and give thanks to God’s holy name.  

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON    Titus 3:4-7 

L: The second lesson is from Titus, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
4
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 

5
he saved us, 

not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his 

mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
6
This Spirit he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7
so that, having been 

justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL    Luke 2:8-20 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2
nd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10

But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.” 
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15

When the angels had left them and 

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

SERMON                                      Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 
 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED            

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       

A: Created in the image and likeness of God, we pray for the light of life in all 

people, for new birth among us, and for communities that long for new life. 

A brief silence 



A: You, O God, form your church as the body of Christ. Reshape our hearts to 

know your grace, open our vision to see your truth, and make our mouths ready to 

proclaim your glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: You speak and the creation comes into being. Call us by a new word to live in 

harmony with the fragile planet that is our common home. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: You announce peace and salvation to all the earth. Inspire our leaders to find 

achievable paths toward greater comfort, justice, and peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Your years never end. Sustain those whose increasing years make them weary, 

console the young who have already known struggle, and protect newborns whose 

years are just beginning. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Your voice resounds among us. Give sufficient breath and abundant resilience to 

those who lead our praises in these festive days. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: You are changeless from generation to generation. Anoint us with the oil of 

gladness and number us with your saints, who with angels and archangels know you 

and your majesty to be boundless love. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Into your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Jesus Christ, the light and life of the world. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

OFFERING   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER         

P: God with us, 

C: You came as a baby to a manger.  You slept on straw and greeted 

shepherds.  You come again in bread and wine.  Remind us how good you are 

at blessing ordinary things.  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the 

lives of others in the strength of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       

P:The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 

opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding 

the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS           

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you 

we worship and adore.   

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire 

for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your 

image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, 

you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own.  That also we, estranged 



and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life 

and death of Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new 

creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, 

which renews the face of the earth.  We await his coming, when, with the world 

made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this 

meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.  Nurture in us the fruits of the 

Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the 

cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to 

you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory 

and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER         

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

  

COMMUNION HYMNS  “What Child Is This”    ELW 296 

     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”   ELW 288 

The congregation is invited to stand 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. As you 

sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. Let the gladness 

of this feast have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you 

peace this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN    “Let Our Gladness have No End”  ELW 291 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:Glory to God in the highest! 

C: Peace to God’s people on earth! 
P:Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated today. All who 

believe that with the bread and wine we receive the body and blood of Jesus for the 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are invited to come forward and commune. 

Families are invited to come forward together; children will receive a blessing. If 

you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to your seat. 

Gluten-free crackers and grape juice are available for those with dietary needs. 

 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring 

for all God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 


