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th

 Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

[Are you going to add the people that helped with the service in this section?] 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

The congregation is invited to stand 

INVOCATION  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination.  Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit during this time of 

reflection. 

The fourth candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Angels’ candle.  It reminds 

us of the hope fulfilled in the first coming of our Savior and of our continuing hope 

as we anticipate his coming again. 

 

R: Four candles, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  Four 

candles, glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  Dear God, in the 

fullness of time you sent the One promised through the prophets who looked 

forward to hope.  You have given us a living hope by raising him from the dead.  

Enliven our hope as we live in the expectation of your coming and your coming 

again.   

C: Amen  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: God of all time, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

 

P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 
The congregation is invited to stand 



GATHERING HYMN:  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242   

   

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 

C: With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our 

faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 

be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 

20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and 



you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 

took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

 

               The congregation is invited to stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
 

Amen. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church 

throughout the world, praying for all who are in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: For the church universal and all servants of the gospel, for poets and artists, for 

musicians and preachers, and for theologians and teachers; that all proclaim that 

God is with us in Christ, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For all plants and animals, seas and skies, snow and rain, and all of God’s 

marvels; that all of creation grow and thrive as we bless, protect, and use with care 

what God has made, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the nations and those in authority, for peace and justice throughout the whole 

world, and for those who advocate on behalf of others; that all in positions of 

leadership choose what is good for the community, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the thirsty and hungry, the weak and fearful, those in childbirth, those who 

mourn, and the sick, especially… that they know Christ the Anointed One who 

dries up every tear and comforts those who suffer, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For those who travel near and far, for those who prepare our congregation for 

worship and celebration, and for those who gather around word and sacrament; that 

all experience welcome and refreshment, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: In thanksgiving for the saints who have died and are now at rest; that the witness 

of their faith point us to the promises of grace and resurrection in Christ, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those 

known only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 



PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
OFFERING       

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray. Savior of the nations, come.  Make your home here in us.  Feed us 

with your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

       

PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   ELW 257 

      Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   ELW 276 

      Away in a Manger    ELW 277 

      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when 

the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 

deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 



BLESSING   

P: May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:      What Child Is This  ELW 296 

     

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 
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SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   


