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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are invited 

to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242  

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door  

 and lives now inside us forever. 

 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  

 when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free,  

 so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  

 the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong,  

 and weapons be broken asunder. 

 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  

 though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  

 be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer  

 and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share  

 and bring us at last into glory. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

A: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 



The second candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Bethlehem candle.  It is a 

symbol of the preparations being made to receive and cradle the Christ child. 

 

R: Two candles, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  Two 

candles, glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  We pray dear God, 

in this very busy season with so many things to do, help us to hear your voice calling 

us to prepare the way for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Call us to repentance.  

Live in us by your Spirit that our lives will produce good fruit to the praise and honor 

of your name.   

C: Amen  

 

A: God of all time, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

 

A: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG:      People Look East    ELW 248  
1  People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

 Make your house fair as you are able, 

 trim the hearth and set the table. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 

 one more light the bowl shall brim, 

 shining beyond the frosty weather, 

 bright as sun and moon together. 

 People, look east, and sing today— 

 Love, the Star, is on the way. 
Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

A: Let us pray.  O God,  

C: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 

your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LESSON: JAMES 5:7-10 

A: The lesson is from James, the 5
th

 chapter. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 

judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 

patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

A: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:2-11 

A: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who 

takes no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 

wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 

who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 

written,  ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

A: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 



 

 

SERMON                Bill Higgins 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Fred Kirtner 

 

SONG OF THE DAY:       What Child Is This  ELW 296 

 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 

 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYERS: 

A: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church 

throughout the world, praying for all who are in need.  For the church and all 

messengers of the gospel, for all who call upon the name of the Lord, and for 

congregations throughout the world; that God work through us to bring harmony and 

reconciliation, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For rain forests and deserts, for wilderness and developed land, and for plants 

blossoming and dormant; that the splendor and diversity of creation proclaim the 

glory of the Lord, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For our government, for the military and international relief workers, and for those 

who care for the stranger, widow, and orphan; that God raise up leaders who work for 

the protection of all, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the hungry and homeless, for those in captivity, for the fearful and sorrowful, 

and for the sick, especially… that those who help others serve with patience and 

grace, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

 



 

A: For all who call this community home, for those visiting from near and far, and for 

those preparing for the holiday season, that the advent of Christ make our hearts and 

minds rejoice, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: In thanksgiving for the departed who were faithful to God’s word; that their words 

and actions direct us to the one who prepares a way for us, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those 

known only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

A: May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG:       Joy to the World ELW 267 

 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

 

 



2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

     

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

 

SERMON NOTES 
 


