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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

Worship Assistants 

Greeters: Principe Family, Usher: Ryan Smarsh, Lector: Anne Paine, Acolytes: 

Kelly Owens and Annelise Klenz, Cantor: Allen Kacenjar, Assists: Cantor, Chris 

Owens, Laura Musat, and Acolytes, Altar: Marilyn Culler, Counter: Chuck 

Heindrichs, Bread: Marilyn Culler 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION  

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination.  Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit during this time of 

reflection. 

 

The second candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Bethlehem candle.  It is a 

symbol of the preparations being made to receive and cradle the Christ child. 

 

R: Two candles, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  Two 

candles, glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  We pray dear God, 

in this very busy season with so many things to do, help us to hear your voice 

calling us to prepare the way for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Call us to 

repentance.  Live in us by your Spirit that our lives will produce good fruit to the 

praise and honor of your name.   

C: Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: God of all time, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

 



P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING HYMN:     Blessed Be the God of Israel   ELW 250  

 

GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  O God,  

C: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith 

in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 



FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 35:1-10 

 

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 35
th

 chapter. 
 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The 

glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They 

shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  3Strengthen the weak 

hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

“Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with 

terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”  5Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a 

deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in 

the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  8A highway shall be there, and it shall be 

called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s 

people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  9No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there.  10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 

come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 

obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM: 146:5-10 

5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the 

Lord their God; 

6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps 

promises forever; 

7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.  The 

Lord sets the captive free. 

8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the Lord loves the righteous.  
9The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but 

frustrates the way of the wicked. 

10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah!  

 



SECOND LESSON: JAMES 5:7-10 

L: The second lesson is from James, the 5
th

 chapter. 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 

the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not 

be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 11:2-11 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 

the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 



shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 

out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one 

about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no 

one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 

is greater than he.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         

 
SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   There’s a Voice in the Wilderness    ELW 255 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A: As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church 

throughout the world, praying for all who are in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: For the church and all messengers of the gospel, for all who call upon the name 

of the Lord, and for congregations throughout the world; that God work through us 

to bring harmony and reconciliation, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For rain forests and deserts, for wilderness and developed land, and for plants 

blossoming and dormant; that the splendor and diversity of creation proclaim the 

glory of the Lord, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

 



A: For our government, for the military and international relief workers, and for 

those who care for the stranger, widow, and orphan; that God raise up leaders who 

work for the protection of all, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For the hungry and homeless, for those in captivity, for the fearful and 

sorrowful, and for the sick, especially… that those who help others serve with 

patience and grace, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For all who call this community home, for those visiting from near and far, and 

for those preparing for the holiday season, that the advent of Christ make our hearts 

and minds rejoice, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: In thanksgiving for the departed who were faithful to God’s word; that their 

words and actions direct us to the one who prepares a way for us, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those 

known only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
OFFERING       

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray. Savior of the nations, come.  Make your home here in us.  Feed us 

with your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. 

C: Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

       

PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  ELW 249 

     Comfort, Comfort Now My People  ELW 256 

     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  ELW 254 

     He Came Down      ELW 253   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when 

the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 

deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness 

from before your path.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:     Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264 

    

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 
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