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Each year, as I prepare for the Christmas Eve service, I have a              
conversation with the individual who will be serving as cantor alongside 

me. I always tell them the same thing. “When I was on internship, my           
supervisor gave me an amazing piece of advice that I still follow to this 
day.  When we are about to sing ‘Silent Night’, after we have walked the 

aisle to light all of the peoples’ candles, and we have made our way back 
up the chancel steps, take a moment before you start to sing.  The music 
will already be playing.  The people may already be singing.  Still, take a 

moment before you start to sing.  Take a moment to look out across all the 
people.  Witness the sea of candlelight.  Take in the sight of their faces, 
softly glowing, and let the words of the song move through you.  I    

promise you, it will be an experience unlike anything you have ever had.”  
I make them promise to do just as I said, and they always agree with my 
instructions. 

Each year, following the service, the cantor will take the time to wish me 
a Merry Christmas, and in their blessing, they thank me.  While the exact 
words that each person says varies, the content is the same, “Thank you 
for telling me to take a moment to see all of the candles and all the people.  

It was absolutely beautiful.” 
This Advent season, as we prepare for the story and celebration of our 
Savior’s birth, here is my guidance for you.  Take a moment, and look 

around at all the people.  They won’t be holding candles.  However, they 
all possess the light of God.  It’s easier to see it in some people.  For    
others the spark may be quite little.  Nevertheless, I promise you that it is 

there.  And I promise you, that if you take a moment to see it, and witness 
it, you will be reminded of God’s beauty, and why Jesus came to be with 
us on that very first Christmas.    

      Peace and All Good Things, 
      Pastor Jeff + 



Advent Schedule 
Sunday, December 3 at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 6 at 6:45 p.m. 

Saturday, December 9 at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 10 at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 13 at 6:45 p.m. 

Saturday,  December 16 at 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 17 at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, December 20 at 6:45 p.m. 

Sunday, December 24 at 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m. 

Property Committee 

 

As noted during our Fall Congregation Meeting 
in November, we will be looking to move for-
ward with selected items from our Property Stra-
tegic Plan.  We don’t want to lose momentum 
and there are items we can address for low cost 
or as part of business-as-usual in 2018.  Be on 
the lookout for topics, discussion times, and im-
plementation dates in the weekly announcements.  
We want your input as we move through the up-
coming year.  Factors including size, sequencing, 
timing, cost, etc. play a role when deciding what 
items go next, and your input will help us do just 
that.    

 

 

 

 

ASP Youth Mission Trip News 

 

We wrapped up the first couple fundraisers in 
preparation for summer 2018.  With 9 of our 
youth and 4 adults partnering up with a handful 
of participants from Trinity Lutheran in Vermil-
lion, we are excited to see what God has in store 
for our team in June 2018.  Keep your eyes open 
for the second sub sale in January that is tied to 
the Super Bowl.  Thank you for supporting out 
youth! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Special Note of Thanks 

As one drives into the church between April and 
November, you may not have noticed or fully 
appreciated the effort put into our lawn cutting, 
weed wacking, hedge and tree trimming, 
sidewalk edging, flowers and gardening. This is 
just a note to say thank you to about 20 
volunteers who are part of a team that puts in 
this effort each year. The first impression of our 
church, preschool, and day care is the general 
appearance of the exterior of our property and 
lawn. 

The lawn is cut on average 32 times a year.  It 
takes about 2 hours to cut and our goal is to have 
at least 16 volunteers, so no one has to cut more 
than twice a year. Many enjoy working outside 
on a flexible schedule and come in to trim, hedge 
and edge, and plant in addition to cutting the 
lawn. 

Again, our thanks to all of you and a successful 
2017 season; Bob Olds, Rob Viers, Lisa Sheer, 
Steve Sheer, Steve Teller, Tony Toy, Chuck 
Heindrichs, Mike Pressnell, Michael Fournier, 
Chip Crout, Tim Gottshall, Frank Lee, Paul 
Culler, Rob Nordman, Brian Knip, Ryan 
Smarsh, David Paine, Ron Smarsh, Teresa 
Reiner, and Jim Roden. 

     Chuck H 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Giving Tree 

Look for our traditional Giving Tree in the 

gathering area. We will be collecting a      

variety of items to donate to Genesis House 

between now and December 10. Below is a 

list of suggested items (please no sample/

hotel size items).   

Women: 

 Body wash, lotion, deodorant, razors, 

hair care products, toothpaste, tooth-

brushes, and liquid soap 

Children: 

 Shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes,    

diapers (sizes 3,4,5), pull-ups, baby 

wipes, lotion, body wash, arts and crafts 

supplies, new or gently used baby    

monitors, and toys (suggested items - 

new balls, jump ropes, Frisbees, etc.) 

Gift cards to: 

 Target, Wal-Mart, Drug Mart, or grocery 

stores 

This event is sponsored by the CELC       

Preschool.  Your donations impact our    

community and those they serve.   

Redeemer Crisis Center 

Food Pantry 

Gather with us on Friday, 

December 15, to go to     

Redeemer Crisis Center 

Food Pantry.  We will meet 

at CELC at 5:15 p.m. and 

caravan (unless you would 

like to meet us there).  Pizza 

dinner is  served at 6 p.m. 

and the actual packing starts 

at 7 p.m.  We are usually 

done around 8:30 p.m.  

Please contact Ryan Smarsh 

if you are interested in at-

tending.  

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Please join us for the annual Sunday school Christmas program, during the 

service, on Sunday, December 17.   

Hanging of the Greens 

Join us Saturday, December 2, to help ‘spruce up’ 

the church.  Decorating for the holiday season 

will begin at 6:00 p.m. and all ages are welcome! 

It's an enjoyable time and the work goes       

quickly.  Hope to see you there! 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2017 
 

Attendance:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Kelly Pedersen, Rob Nordman, Eric Klenz, Brenda Crout, and Nadine     

Carlson 

Quorum was met. 

The meeting was called to order by Kelly Pedersen at 12:09 PM and opened with prayer. 

Pastor Steeber stated the budget would be reviewed and the agenda for the Congregation Meeting on          

November 19th would be discussed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Summary of October income: 

 

Member Contributions: 

 E-Giving   $ 5,572 

 Regular   $18,394 

Miscellaneous:   $  1,687 

Total income:       $25,653 

 

Budgeted contribution amount needed monthly:  $20,958 

 

Expenses:    $19,697 

 

Brenda Crout distributed E-Giving forms after the 10:30 AM service. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

N\A 

 

Budget Discussion 

The budget for 2018 was reviewed once again to see if other cuts/reductions could be made. 

 

The Synod Pledge will be reduced and will only consist of the Benevolence donations. 

Reimbursements for purchases will be watched more closely.  Purchases should be approved beforehand. 

There should be a Stewardship effort to find new ways of reducing supply costs. 

With a reduction of some salaries, taxes and benefits will need to be adjusted. 

           Continued on next page 



Pastor’s Report 
Council will need to carefully consider filling the vacancy on council as per the constitution.  Several options 
were discussed.  One was to appoint a new member to the position.  Another was for council to continue as 
one body until January, and then to discuss if we should wait until May elections. 
 
Pastor Steeber will bring to the congregation a suggestion of a new mission partner.  One suggestion was 
sending support to the South Florida Synod which includes the islands that were devastated by Hurricane Irma 
which Council approved.  Pastor will contact the South Florida Synod as to where help is most needed.    
Brenda Crout also suggested aid to Puerto Rico.  Another possibility was sending extra support to our Pre-
school. 
 
There was discussion of the reduction of hours for the Office Administrator.  Volunteers will be needed to 
cover the phones on Fridays. 
 
The agenda and documents for the Congregation Meeting was finalized. 
 
Property Report 
Rob Nordman shared his thoughts on his presentation to the congregation on proceeding with the ADA  
changes to the building.  He concluded that we will start with small changes that will not stretch the budget. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 PM and closed with prayer. 
 
Next Congregation Council Meeting will be on December 7, 2017, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nadine Carlson 
Secretary 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Benevolence Update 

The votes have been counted for our Benevolence recipients.  Our four organizations for 2018 are: 

 Christ Lutheran Preschool Scholarships 

 Family Promise 

 Redeemer Crisis Center 

 Second Harvest of Lorain 

 Poinsettia Orders 

If you would like to order a red poinsettia plant for the holiday season please place your orders with Anna 

Circle by December 17.  Each plant will be red, in a 7 ½ inch pot, and will cost $12.  You can find a flower 

order envelope in the back of the gathering area.  If paying by check please make checks out to CELC and 

write ‘Poinsettia Order’ on the memo line. You will be able to take your plant home Christmas Eve or 

Christmas day after each worship service.   



 December Birthdays 

 Name       Date 

Mark P   2 

John S   2 

Ron S   2 

 

Amy L   5 

Chip C   5 

 

Claire M   6 

Betty W   6 

 

Ellard S   9 

 

Jeff H   10 

Carl M   10 

 

Benjamin M  11 

Leonard B   11 

 

Rob N   12 

 

Faye W   13 

 

Eric M   15 

 

Sharon M   16 

 Name        Date 

Thomas N   17 

 

Norma Jean C  18 

 

Emily H   19 

 

Sharon D   20 

Nick K   20 

 

Allison M   21 

 

Barb M   22 

Lauren S   22 

 

Jamie C   24 

 

Dell-Ann L  27 

 

Doris K   28 



 Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

 

Congregation Council  

President:   

Vice President: Kelly P 

Secretary:  Nadine C 

Treasurer:  Brenda C 

Property:  Rob N 

Finance:   Eric K  

   

Sunday School  

Nadine C 

  

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Dan I 

Kelly K 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine C 

Brenda C 

Stacy J 

 

The Anchor 

Senior High Youth Group 

Heather N 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob N  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Worship & Music 

Joe G 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir:  Joe G 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany P 

  

Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan W 

Deborah Circle:   Quella C 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon D 

Martha Circle:  Anita H 

  

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  

Athena’s Restaurant 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline W - Chair 

 

Endowment Committee 

Chuck H - Chair 

  

OWLS 

(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

Harold and Karen W 

  

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura M – Chair 

  

Outreach 

Kelly K 

  

Family Promise 

Chuck H 

Eric M 

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator   

Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare  

Director   

Julie Skaggs 

 

 Saturday Service Music 

Joe G - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank L - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck H – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  

  

If your name, church group or 

committee is missing from this 

list, please contact the church  

office at 440-933-6263 or email 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

 



 

CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation, adult and high school 

10:30 a.m. K– Grade 6 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


