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I experience it too. 
 
Do you ever come to church, hoping and expecting to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and energized to go out into the world to serve and glorify 
our Lord? Do you ever anticipate seeing a friend or loved one in worship, 
knowing that their mere presence will surely brighten your day? Do you 
long for a prayer or a song in the service to lift you up into God’s       
presence? Are you ever hopeful that the sermon will somehow be a word 
of grace and forgiveness that is so powerful that it will literally send you 
away from church not only thinking about your faith, but also inspired to 
be better than you were before you arrived that day? Do you ever do any 
of those things, only to walk away from worship feeling like you must 
have missed the point of it all, still longing to be moved? 
 
I experience it too. 
 
I have always believed that each person should feel better when they 
leave worship, than when they first arrived. We preach and teach that 
where two or three are gathered, God is there among them (I think if we 
really thought about that phrase, we would say that even where one is 
gathered, God is there as well…but that’s for a different article). If God 
promises to be present in the Word that is proclaimed, and in the          
sacraments that are offered, then how is it possible for us to walk away 
feeling unfulfilled? Whose fault is it? Is it the pastor, the music, the   
readings, the emotional environment created by all those who are       
gathered? To be completely honest, I have no idea how to answer that 
question. 
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I experience it too. 

 

The point of this article isn’t to cast blame toward 
anyone, or to say that there is something in our 
church, or even in ourselves that needs to be fixed. 
The point of this article is to state that no one is 
alone in their feelings. I too enter into worship each 
week, praying that God will inspire me to be a   
better follower. Even the words that I have written 
or memorized for the sermon, I pray that as they 
come out of my mouth that they will speak to my 
heart just as much as I hope they speak to your 
hearts. Does it always happen? No. Do I always 
walk away from worship feeling as if God has just 
infused me with the Holy Spirit? No. While that is 
not the desired outcome, I trust that God is still 
alive and moving amongst us all, and I know that it 
is exactly during those times when I feel far from 
God that I am surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, who will love me even if I am not    
feeling Spirit-filled. 

 

So, as we enter into this season of Lent, expect 
God to move in your life, but know that if you feel 
distant from God at any point in time that you 
should not despair, because I experience it too…
and we are both here to remind each other of God’s 
love even when we walk through the darkest      
valleys. 

 

      
   Peace and All Good, 

      
   Pastor Jeff + 

Lent Schedule 

February 14, Ash Wednesday 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service—Pastor Jeff 

February 21,  

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service—Pastor Alex 

February 28 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m.  Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service-Pastor Laurie 

March 7 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service-Pastor Jeff 

March 14 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service-Pastor Rosy 

March 21 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service-Pastor Becki 

March 25, Palm Sunday 

10:30 a.m. Holy Worship 

Holy Week 
March 29, Maundy Thursday 

  7:00 p.m. Holy Worship 

Traditionally this evening is when our church       

celebrates and welcomes those partaking in their 

First Communion.  Anyone wanting to celebrate 

their First Communion on this evening please      

contact Pastor Jeff. 

March 30, Good Friday 

12:00 p.m. Holy Worship 

  7:00 p.m.  Holy Worship 

March 31 

NO SATURDAY SERVICE 

Easter Sunday 
April 1, Easter 

10:30 a.m. Holy Worship 

 

 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

January 4, 2018 
 

Attendance:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Kelly Pedersen, Brenda Crout, Eric Klenz, Rob Nordman and Nadine Carl-
son 
 
Quorum was met. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Kelly Pedersen at 6:40 PM and opened with prayer. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of December income: 
 
Member Contributions: 
 E-Giving  $10,022 
 Regular  $26,975 
Miscellaneous:  $  3,416 
Total income:      $40,409 
 
Monthly contribution needed to meet the annual budget:  $20,958 
 
Expenses:   $18,791 
 
Year 2017 
 
Contributions:   $237,461 
Miscellaneous:  $  28,950 
Total income:   $266,411 
 
Expenses:   $262,138  Net income for the year:  $4,273 
 
Brenda Crout reported an upswing at the end of the year resulting in a positive balance of $4,273.00. 
 
Eric Klenz suggested the bookkeeper and office administrator to have a clean up of consolidating account line 
items in QuickBooks to streamline accounting and make more efficient.   
 
Pastor Steeber suggested having a temple talk to thank the congregation for stepping up and helping to bal-
ance the budget resulting in ending the year in the black. 
 
Brenda said they will move ahead with providing envelopes for visitors and E-Giving. 
 
Vice President’s Report 
Kelly Pedersen advised she will consult with Loretta Heindrichs in creating a brochure to help enlist volun-
teers for the various ministries of the church. 
 
Kelly will be contacting Andrew Young of the congregation for legal advice to review and update the Pre-
school teachers’ contract for next year. 
 
It was discussed to re-create a Personnel Committee to meet once or twice a year to review church staff per-
formance and deal with staff issues. 



Finance Report 
Eric Klenz will be following up with Brenda Crout regarding the clean up of  church accounts.  He will also 
be setting up a date and time to audit church finances. 
 
Property Report 
Rob Nordman reported on various maintenance items that were completed in December, including: 
 

Replaced furniture in high school room; upgraded paint color (a special thank you to Eagle Scout Tyler). 
Replaced six fire extinguishers (no longer can be serviced because the manufacturer went out of business 

and parts are no longer available after they do the test.  Therefore, they cannot be certified and tagged 
by ROMCO as OK in the building). 

 
The first discussion group regarding implementing items noted by our ELCA representative was held on De-
cember 17.  The topic was around a couple of quick hit items she noted in the sanctuary — (a)remove the 
front modesty separators, (b)pew spacing and (c)a third wheelchair space to address the back, middle, and 
front of the seating area.  The group consisted of 8 church members.  Rob recommended to council that we 
move forward with the changes discussed by the group starting in the first quarter of 2018.  Eric Klenz sug-
gested getting a second opinion on the renovations.  Pastor Steeber suggested a second discussion group meet-
ing for additional input on the decisions of the changes before moving forward.  Kelly Pedersen suggested 
removing the modesty rail before the next discussion meeting.  In addition, Rob said he would contact a com-
pany on installing wheelchair accessible doors for the main church entrance and get quotes. 
 
Motion:  Rob Nordman made a motion to move forward with the changes covered by the discussion group.  
Dates are pending.  The congregation will be advised on the group’s decision. 
Second:  Eric Klenz 
Motion carried. 
 
Council members were given an article regarding safety during worship service (Risk Reporter, a publication 
by Church Mutual Insurance Company, “What to do When Violence Strikes”).  The article included plan de-
velopment ideas, improving building security and training.  It was suggested that Bob Olds, who is an Avon 
police officer, be contacted for his advice and what training is available. 
 
Pastor’s Report and Reflections 
Pastor Steeber shared his thoughts on what his role in the church is and what the congregation thinks it should 
be.  He admitted that being an administrator is not one of his strong suits.  Much of the day to day administra-
tive decisions and functions have fallen on the office administrator and he thinks this is inappropriate.  There-
fore, he will be taking a more direct, managerial style to his ministry at CELC and be more involved in the 
non-spiritual aspects of church life. 
 
Motion:  Pastor Steeber made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Second:  Kelly Pedersen 
Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next Congregation Council meeting will be February 1, 2018, at 6:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nadine Carlson 
Secretary 



Congregation News 
Fellowship Sunday will be held on Febru-
ary 11, celebrating the talents of our mem-
bers with a talent show.  Sign up on the 
board in the gathering area. 
 
We will be celebrating our 70th anniver-
sary here at CELC on Sunday, February 11 
with a small reception after the service. 
 
Support the CELC Preschool by coming 
out to Vendor Bingo on February 15.  The 
event will take place at the  Emerald Event 
Center in Avon.  Look for more information 
to follow. 
 

Property Committee 
A meeting took place on Sunday, December 
17, to discuss several items recommended 
by our ELCA disability representative 
(based on her visit last year). Thank you to 
those who  participated and weighed in with 
thoughts and insight. We had good dialogue 
and three items were deliberated: 1) remov-
ing the front modesty separators, 2) increas-
ing pew spacing from 12 to 18 inches, and 
3) introducing a third wheelchair space to 
address the back, middle, and front of the 
seating area. The group consisted of 8 
church members. These three items were 
subsequently presented to Congregation 
Council on January 4.  Be on the lookout for 
additional updates regarding next steps, ad-
ditional informational meetings, timing, etc. 
Dates for approved items will be listed in 
the weekly announcements.  See Rob Nord-
man with questions.   
 

Vacation Bible School 2018 
 

Our VBS will be held June 18—June 22. 
Mark your calendars.  

 
Keep on the look out for the announcement 

of this year’s theme. 
 

We can’t wait to see you there. 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 
Houston update:  We will be sending three members 
to the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in June.  We have 
two students, one guide, and have partnered with 
Prince of Peace for the trip.     
 
Please continue prayers as our team begins to get 
ready for their journey. They will be having study ses-
sions with Pastor Jeff to help them prepare.  
 
Our members going are Connor K., Lizzy M., and Ni-
cole N. (as the leader). 
 
God has a plan for this event and we pray that God 
touches all who are involved.  
 
 
 

 Youth ASP Mission trip 
 

ASP update:  We will be sending 14 members on  the 
annual ASP trip.  We  are also pleased to announce 
that we have gained a couple members of another 
church, and a couple nonmembers.  Our mission to 
serve others with our hearts and hands is growing, and 
the youth couldn’t be more excited.  
 
Trip dates: Sunday, June 10—Saturday, June 16. 
 
Please continue to pray for our team as they prepare to 
go and serve others.  Our members going are Allison 
B., Caroline J,. Maggie J., Connor K., Frank L., Lau-
ren N.,  Rob N., Ruslan N., Thomas N., Kelly O., An-
gela P.,  Marisa R., Grace S., and Pasor Jeff. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 1 Ed B      17 Judy S 

  Addison C 

  Jacob L     19 John S 

 

 4 Daniel L     20 Karen L 

  Jacob M 

        21 Melissa I 

 5 Brad P 

  Bill R     22 Paul O 

         Meg V 

 8 George M 

        25 Rainer F 

 9 Drew F 

        28  Kevin K 

 10  Fred K 

 

 12 Lisa P 

  Kay S 

 

 14  Ruth H 

 

 15 Ally J 

  Anne P 

 

February Birthdays 



 Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

 

Congregation Council  

President:   

Vice President: Kelly P 

Secretary:  Nadine C 

Treasurer:  Brenda C 

Property:  Rob N 

Finance:   Eric K  

   

Sunday School  

Nadine C 

  

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Dan I 

Kelly K 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine C 

Brenda C 

Stacy J 

 

The Anchor 

Senior High Youth Group 

Heather N 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob N  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Worship & Music 

Joe G 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir:  Joe G 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany P 

  

Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan W 

Deborah Circle:   Quella C 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon D 

Martha Circle:  Anita H 

  

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  

Athena’s Restaurant 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline W - Chair 

 

Endowment Committee 

Chuck H - Chair 

  

OWLS 

(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

Harold and Karen W 

  

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura M – Chair 

  

Outreach 

Kelly K 

  

Family Promise 

Chuck H 

Eric M 

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator   

Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare  

Director   

Julie Skaggs 

 

 Saturday Service Music 

Joe G - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank L - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck H – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  

  

If your name, church group or 

committee is missing from this 

list, please contact the church  

office at 440-933-6263 or email 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 



CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation, adult and high school 

10:30 a.m. K– Grade 6 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Preschool has open registration for the 

2018-2019 school year.   

 

Stop into the church office for more information, or call the preschool 

at 440-933-6714. 


