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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 
Next Sunday, February 19 

Greeters: Kevin and Kristi Carpenter, Usher: Brain Knip, Lector: Cheryl Higley,  

Acolytes: Daniel Leocorchick and Angela Pedersen, Cantor: Fred Kirtner, 

Assists: Cantor, Genny Helmink, Laura Musat, and Acolytes 

 

 



 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Loving God, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 

have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 

thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh 

start, so that we can live again as your children.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN:       Built on a Rock  ELW 652  

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 

 even when steeples are falling; 

 crumbled have spires in ev’ry land, 

 bells still are chiming and calling-- 

 calling the young and old to rest, 

 calling the souls of those distressed, 

 longing for life everlasting. 

 

2 Not in our temples made with hands 

 God, the Almighty, is dwelling; 

 high in the heav’ns his temple stands, 

 all earthly temples excelling. 

 Yet he who dwells in heav’n above 

 deigns to abide with us in love, 

 making our bodies his temple. 

 

3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

 built for his own habitation; 

 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

 granting us life and salvation. 

 Were two or three to seek his face, 

 he in their midst would show his grace, 

 blessings upon them bestowing. 

 

4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 

 Jesus the children is blessing; 

 hither we come to praise his name, 

 faith in our Savior confessing. 

 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 

 making with us his covenant, 

 granting his children the kingdom. 

  

5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 

 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 

 many may come to hear God’s Word 

 where he this promise is bringing: 

 I know my own, my own know me; 

 you, not the world, my face shall see; 

 my peace I leave with you. Amen 
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt. 

© 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 



GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 
 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P: Let us pray.  Holy God of compassion,   

C: You invite us into your way of forgiveness and peace. Lead us to love our 

enemies, and transform our words and deeds to be like his through whom we 

pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON: LEVITICUS 19:1-2, 9-18 

 

L: The first lesson is from Leviticus, the 19
th

 chapter. 
 

1The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of 

Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 9When 

you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field, 

or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or 

gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the 

alien: I am the Lord your God. 11You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and 

you shall not lie to one another. 12And you shall not swear falsely by my name, 

profaning the name of your God: I am the Lord. 13You shall not defraud your 

neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a 

laborer until morning. 14You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling block 

before the blind; you shall fear your God: I am the Lord. 15You shall not render an 

unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with 

justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer 

among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the 

Lord. 17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 

neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I 

am the Lord. 

 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PSALM: 119:33-40 

 

TONE 

 
 

 

REFRAIN 

 
  33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it | to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 

  for that is | my desire. 

 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain. R 

 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 

  give me life | in your way. 

 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 

  because your judg- | ments are good. 

 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 

  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 

 

 

 



 

SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:10-11, 16-23 

 

L: The second lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 3
rd

 chapter. 

 

10According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care 

how to build on it. 11For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has 

been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. 16Do you not know that you are God’s 

temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys God’s temple, 

God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

18Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should 

become fools so that you may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is 

foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 

20and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21So 

let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, 22whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all 

belong to you, 23and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:38-48 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 

39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right 

cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, 

give your cloak as well; 41and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the 

second mile. 42Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who 

wants to borrow from you. 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what 

reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you 

greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not 

even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         

 
 

SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY:    Bring Forth The Kingdom  BHS 821  

 

You are salt for the earth, O people  

Salt for the Kingdom of God!  

Share the flavor of life, O people  

Life in the Kingdom of God!  

 

Refrain 

Bring forth you kingdom of mercy, Bring forth the Kingdom of peace; Bring forth 

the Kingdom of justice, Bring forth the City of God! 

 

You are a light on the hill, O people  

Light for the City of God! 

Share so holy and bright, O People 

Shine the Kingdom of God! Refrain 

 

You are a seed of the Word, O people 

Bring forth the Kingdom of God! 

Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice 

Grow in the Kingdom of God! Refrain   

 

We are a blest and pilgrim people 

Bound forth the Kingdom of God! 

Love our journey and love our homeland 

Love is the Kingdom of God! Refrain  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 

healing. 

A brief silence 

 

A: Make the church in every land holy as you are holy, O God. Join the voices of 

rich and poor, young and old, friends and enemies, in praise of you. Orchestrate 

harmony among us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for clean air, clean water, and clean soil. Renew the sky, land, and 

waterways. Teach us how to care for the earth as you desire. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for an end to war and for peace throughout the world. Prosper the work 

of peacemakers, erase hatred, and stop violence. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for all who live with cognitive disorders or eating disorders. Provide 

them with supportive communities. Restore the forgotten; comfort the mourning; 

heal the hurting especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for all who are discerning a call to ministry and those who accompany 

them. Empower them with your grace and wisdom to continue building on the 

foundation of faith we have in Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A: We give thanks for the faithful departed and we pray for those who will die 

today. Hold them in your loving embrace. Breathe your Spirit of peace into them. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer.   

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING      Leaning on the Everlasting Arms Bell Choir 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

 

A: Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and 

our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of 

your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 

 
 



 

PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit  

 

 

 

 



LORD'S PRAYER          BELL CHOIR  
Meditation by congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Now in this Banquet    WP 104 

Refrain  

 Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread; 

 here shall all hungers be fed. 

 Bread that is broken, wine that is poured: 

 love is the sign of our Lord. 

 

1 You who have touched us and graced us with love, 

 make us your people of goodness and light. 

 

2 Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love; 

 open our eyes to the glory of God. 

 



3 God who makes the blind to see, God who makes the lame to walk, 

 bring us dancing into day, lead your people in your way. 

 

4 Hope for the hopeless, light for the blind: 

 “Strong” is your name, Lord, “Gentle” and “Kind”. 

 

5 Call us to be your light, call us to be your love, 

 make us your people again. 

 

6 Come, O Spirit! Renew our hearts! 

 We shall arise to be children of light. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen 

© 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

 

      Open our Eyes, Lord (sing twice) WP 113 

Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus,  

to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him. 

Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.  

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.      

         

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 



BLESSING   

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:    Lord, I lift your name on high     WP 90  

Lord, I lift your name on high; 

Lord, I love to sing your praises. 

I'm so glad you're in my life, 

I'm so glad you came to save us.      

 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

Lord I lift your name on high. 

 
Text & Music: Rick Founds, b. 1954  

© 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Music Services 

CCLI License No. 2032159 

      

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Remember the Poor!  Thanks be to 

God! 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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