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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

Worship Assistants 

Greeters: Musat Family, Usher: Betsy Floyd, Lector: Cathy Mohney,  

Acolytes: Maggie Jantz and Austin Strauss, Cantor: Bethany Pearce,  

Assists: Cantor, Chris Owens, Debbie Owens, and Acolytes, Altar: Marilyn Culler, 

Counter: Brenda Crout, Bread: Kelly Pedersen 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION  

 

P: Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most 

High, ☩ one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: In Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness.  We confess 

our failure to welcome this light.  Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we 

may live in the light of your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, 

Christ the Lord.  Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING HYMN:    Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275 

 

GREETING 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 



KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  Eternal Father,  

C: You gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 

salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON: NUMBERS 6:22-27 

 

L: The first lesson is from Numbers, the 6
th

 chapter. 
 
22

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
23

Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 

you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
24

The LORD bless you and keep 

you; 
25

the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
26

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
27

So they shall 

put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM: 8 
 

1
O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

2
You whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants 

and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the 

foe and avenger. 
3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars 

you have set in their courses, 
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that 

you should care for them?  
5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown 

them. 
6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all 

things under their feet: 
7
All flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 

8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of 

the sea. 
9
O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 

SECOND LESSON: GALATIANS 4:4-7 

 

L: The second lesson is from Galatians, the 4
th

 chapter. 
4
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 
5
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. 
6
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7
So you are no longer a slave but a child, 

and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 2:15-21 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2
nd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17

When they saw this, they made known 

what had been told them about this child; 
18

and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 
19

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 
20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21

After eight days had passed, it was 

time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         

 
SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

The congregation is invited to stand 



HYMN OF THE DAY:     At the Name of Jesus  ELW 416 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

A: Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for 

the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: Blessed Jesus, your name is proclaimed through preaching, sacraments, music, art, 

and all forms of creativity. Bring together congregations and leaders from various 

traditions to make you known. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Blessed Jesus, you reveal yourself through creation, here on earth and throughout 

the cosmos. Protect endangered species, bring favorable weather, and guide us to be 

good stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Blessed Jesus, you show nations and leaders the way of the humble servant. Guide 

all in authority to use power for the benefit of all people throughout the world. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Blessed Jesus, you attend to the needs of your brothers and sisters. Hear the cry of 

those who call upon your name (especially) and send caregivers to provide help to all 

in need. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Blessed Jesus, you shower us with your grace. Accompany students returning to 

school, workers who rest from a busy holiday season, and your people gathered here 

for worship. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A: Blessed Jesus, you emptied yourself to take on our likeness and form so we are 

blessed to become children of God. Inspire us by the witness of the faithful departed 

to confess your name above all names. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 



P: Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took 

on our nature and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
 

OFFERING        Special Music  Bethany Pearce 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

 

A: God with us: You came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and greeted 

shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us how good you are at 

blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of 

others in the strength of your holy name. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

       

 



PREFACE            

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 

of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made 

visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 



LORD'S PRAYER  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD  

 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  Your Little Ones, Dear Lord  ELW 286 

      ‘Twas in the moon of Wintertime ELW 284 

      In the Bleak Midwinter   ELW 294 

      Love Has Come     ELW 292 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

C: On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us.  As you sent the 

one foretold, send us now with good news for all people.  Let the gladness of 

this feast have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



 

BLESSING   

 

P: May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you 

peace this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:    It Came upon the Midnight Clear ELW 282 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 
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SERMON NOTES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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