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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG:  Come, Now is the Time for Worship 

Refrain  

Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship. 

Come, just as you are before your God. 

Come. 

 

Verse 1 

One day every tongue will confess You are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still the greatest treasure remains, 

For those who gladly choose You now.    Refrain 

 
                © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)  

(Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 
    Brian Doerksen 

    CCLI License No. 2032159 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Loving God, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 

have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 

thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh 

start, so that we can live again as your children.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 

 



 

GATHERING SONG:    Drawn to the Light     

   

  Verse 1  

People who walk in darkness have sought 

a light in the heart of the darkest night. 

Just when we thought all would be lost, 

we were drawn to the light of God. 

 

Refrain 

Dawn is in sight!  Gone is the night,  

drawn to the light and the morning.   

Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight  

to be drawn to the light of God.  

 

Verse 2  
How can we tell a heaven from hell 

if ev’ry one dwells in the dark of night?   

Morning dispels, gently compels,  

and we’re drawn to the light of God.     Refrain 

 

Verse 3 

Where is the sun?  Oh, there will be none!   

The Lamb is the one who is shining bright,  

bids us to come!  Life has begun  

when we’re drawn to the light of God.     Refrain 
         Used by permission. Copyright 1990 

          John Ylvisaker, P.O. Box 321, Waverly, Iowa 50677. 
              (319) 352-4396. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Holy God,   

C: You confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 

see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

P: The lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 1
st
 chapter. 

 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where 

is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness 

is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 

human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 

in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one 

might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 

 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are 



persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed 

are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ!      

 

 
SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

 

SONG OF THE DAY:   El Shaddai 

 

Refrain 

El Shaddai El Shaddai, El El - yonna  A-do-nai 

Age to age You're still the same, by the power of the name 

El Shaddai El Shaddai, Er - kam - kana  A-do-nai 

We will praise and lift You high, El Shaddai 

 

Verse 1 

Through Your love and through the ram, you saved the son of Abraham 

Through the power of Your hand, you turned the sea into dry land 

To the outcast on her knees, you were the God who really sees 

And by Your might, you set your children free     Refrain 

 

Verse 2 

Through the years you made it clear, that the time of Christ was near 

Though the people couldn't see, what Messiah ought to be 

Though Your Word contained the plan, they just could not understand 

Your most awesome work was done, in the frailty of Your Son     Refrain 

 
CCLI Song # 26856 

John W. Thompson | Michael Card 
© 1981, 1982 Mole End Music (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.) 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2032159 

 

 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

  
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you come 

forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the singing of 

“Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or stand next to 

the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Communion is by 

intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood 

of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

 

PRAYERS  

P: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 

healing. We pray for wholeness in the body of Christ. Bind up fractures within the 

church. Humble the proud and lift up the lowly. Make us one at your table. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We praise you for the beauty of the universe. For the light of the stars, for the 

majesty of the mountains, we thank you. Mold us into stewards of your creation. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We pray for peacemakers around the world. End violence. Restore communities. 

Stop bribery within political systems. Reign with justice and peace and commit us 

to this act of discipleship. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 



P: We pray for our neighbors who mourn, who have no clean water, who hunger. 

Provide their daily bread. Heal the forgotten, the lost, and our enemies, family, and 

friends especially… Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We praise you for this congregation. Bless the work and play of young and old. 

Deepen our faith. Expand our discipleship. Equip us to do justice, love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We praise you for all the saints who died proclaiming the gospel. Strengthen us 

through their witness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG:       Jesus, Lamb of God       WP 76 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat         
 

Public Domain 



COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:    Go Ye Therefore  

 

Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

Of all nations. 

Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

Of all nations, 

Baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

Of all nations. Go! 
 

     

Text: Matthew 28:19 

Music: Robin Cain; arr. Richard Webb 
Music ©1997 Robin Cain 

OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace. Remember the Poor! Thanks be to 

God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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