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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 
This, Sunday, January 29 

Greeters: Sandy and Russ Roth, Usher: Ryan Smarsh, Lector: Tim Gottshall,  

Acolytes: Drew Fournier and Ruslan Nordman, Cantor: Rob Pedersen,  

Assists: Cantor, Fred Kirtner, Anne Paine, and Acolytes, Altar:  Marilyn Culler, 

Counters: Eric Klenz, Bread: Stacy Jantz 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Loving God, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 

have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 

thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give us a fresh 

start, so that we can live again as your children.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING HYMN:     Rise Up, O Saints of God!  ELW 669  

   

 

 



 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 
 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Holy God,   

C: You confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may 

see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

FIRST LESSON: MICAH 6:1-8 

 

L: The first lesson is from Micah, the 6
th

 chapter. 
 

1Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the 

hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you 

enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 

and he will contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what 

have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 

redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 

Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what 

Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that 

you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 6“With what shall I come before the 

Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM: 15 

 

TONE 

 
REFRAIN 

 
 

1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

who speak the truth | from their heart; R 

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the 

Lord. 

They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst 

the innocent. 

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

L: The second lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 1
st
 chapter. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where 

is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness 

of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness 

is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 

human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 

God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 

in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one 

might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 



GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:1-12 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will  

inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed 

are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

3
rd

 GRADE BIBLES 

Sydney Crout 

Jonah Franke 

Jacob Mars 

Sofia Viers 

Marisa Weller 

Kate Young 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         

 

SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                          

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:     When the Poor Ones  ELW 725 



APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 

healing. 

A brief silence 

 

A: We pray for wholeness in the body of Christ. Bind up fractures within the 

church. Humble the proud and lift up the lowly. Make us one at your table. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We praise you for the beauty of the universe. For the light of the stars, for the 

majesty of the mountains, we thank you. Mold us into stewards of your creation. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for peacemakers around the world. End violence. Restore communities. 

Stop bribery within political systems. Reign with justice and peace and commit us 

to this act of discipleship. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We pray for our neighbors who mourn, who have no clean water, who hunger. 

Provide their daily bread. Heal the forgotten, the lost, and our enemies, family, and 

friends especially... Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We praise you for this congregation. Bless the work and play of young and old. 

Deepen our faith. Expand our discipleship. Equip us to do justice, love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 



A: We praise you for all the saints who died proclaiming the gospel. Strengthen us 

through their witness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING       

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and 

our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of 

your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

 
 



PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 



LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:     O God of Mercy, God of Light  ELW 714 

      We Are Called     ELW 720 

      We Come to the Hungry Feast  ELW 479 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 



BLESSING   

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:   The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 

    

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace. Remember the Poor! Thanks be to 

God! 
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Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

 

** A special thank you to the Sanctuary Choir for their anthem last Sunday, January 

22, Children of the Heavenly Father.  The anthem was accidently left out of the 

bulletin, but their voices filled our sanctuary with love and song.  Thank you. ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 
 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

