
     Saturday, January 7, 2017 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG:   As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302  

 

1 As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold; 

 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 

 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led by thee. 

 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

 Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

 there to bend the knee before 

 thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

 so may we with willing feet 

 ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

 at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

 so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin's alloy, 

 all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Loving God, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 

have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 

thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh 

start, so that we can live again as your children.  Amen. 

 



P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of 

calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for 

the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG:     As with Gladness Men of Old  ELW 302 

  

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 

 keep us in the narrow way; 

 and when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 

 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

5 In the heav'nly country bright 

 need they no created light; 

 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 thou its sun which goes not down; 

 there forever may we sing 

 alleluias to our king. 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  O God our Father,   

C: At the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 

him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

LESSON: ACTS 10:34-43 

P: The lesson is from Acts, the 10
th

 chapter. 
34

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 
35

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him. 
36

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37

That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38

how God 



anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 
40

but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 
41

not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42

He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 
43

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:13-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3
rd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14

John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 
15

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 

fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
16

And when Jesus had been baptized, 

just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17

And a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber                                                               

 

SONG OF THE DAY:    Here I Am, Lord   

   

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 

 my hand will save. 

 I, who made the stars of night, 

 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 



Refrain 

 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 

 My hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 

Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you come 

forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the singing of 

“Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or stand next to 

the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Communion is by 

intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood 

of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS  

P: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 

healing. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of unity, triune God. Renew our lives in the promises of 

baptism. Hold us together in the oneness of the body of Christ. Empower us to be 

one as you are one. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of life, eternal God. Move over polluted waters. Breathe on 

barren fields. Strengthen ancient cedars and oaks. Engage us in your care of sea, 

land, and sky. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of wisdom, holy God. Guide politicians and military 

officials as they wrestle with complex situations. Grant them courage and 

compassion to work for peace in every nation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of justice, gracious God. Heal the pain of all who are victims 

of crime. Be present with all who are imprisoned. Reconcile broken relationships 

within communities. Comfort the sick and their caregivers, especially… Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of love, glorious God. Sustain all who knit prayer shawls, 

sew quilts, and provide housing for our neighbors who are homeless. Surround 

those who seek warmth and shelter with grace-filled advocates. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Pour out your Spirit of peace, resurrecting God. Bring all who grieve into a 

community rooted in you. Uphold them with your grace and keep us all grounded in 

your promise of life eternal. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG:          Jesus, Lamb of God     WP 76 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat         
 

Public Domain 

COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



BLESSING   

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:    Go,My Children, with My Blessing  ELW 543 

   

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

DISMISSAL 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Remember the Poor!  Thanks be to 

God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   



 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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