
 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG  “In the Garden” 

I come to the garden alone, 

While the dew is still on the roses, 

And the voice I hear falling on my ear 

The Son of God discloses. 

 

Refrain: 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 

 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice 

Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

And the melody that He gave to me 

Within my heart is ringing.  Refrain 

 

I’d stay in the garden with Him, 

Though the night around me be falling, 

But He bids me go; through the voice of woe 

His voice to me is calling.   Refrain 
C. Austin Miles 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope, 

who guides us to springs of the water of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of 

wisdom. 

C: Amen. 
P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin 

against God and one another.  O God, our merciful redeemer, 
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C: We confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our 

neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the 

hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen 

us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ 

his sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved 

people of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG     “Life is Like a Mountain Railway” 

Life is like a mountain railway, with an engineer that's brave; 

We must make the run successful, from the cradle to the grave; 

Watch the curves, the fills, the tunnels; never falter, never fail; 

Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail. 

 

Refrain 

Bless'd Savior, Thou wilt guide us, 

‘Til we reach that blissful shore; 

Where the angels wait to join us 

In Thy praise forevermore.  

 

You will roll up grades of trial; you will cross the bridge of strife; 

See that Christ is your Conductor on this lightning train of life; 

Put your trust alone in Jesus; do your duty, never fail; 

Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail   Refrain 

 

As you roll across the trestle, spanning Jordan's swelling tide, 

You behold the Union Depot into which your train will glide; 

There you'll meet the Superintendent, God the Father, God the Son, 

With the hearty, joyous greeting, "Weary pilgrim, welcome home!"  Refrain 
Words by M. E . Abbey, Music by Charles Tillman 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Righteous God,  

C: Our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us 

all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare 

us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON:  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

P: The lesson is from Zephaniah, the 1
st
 chapter. 

P: 
7
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 
12

At that time I will search 

Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their 

dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do 

harm.” 
13

Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 

build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not 

drink wine from them. 
14

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15

That day 

will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a 

day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16

a day of trumpet 

blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
17

I 

will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they 

have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 

flesh like dung. 
18

Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the 

day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

  

   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL:   MATTHEW 25:14-30        

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
14

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 

slaves and entrusted his property to them; 
15

to one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16

The one 



who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 

five more talents. 
17

In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 

talents. 
18

But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master’s money. 
19

After a long time the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. 
20

Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 

me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 
21

His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22

And the one 

with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 
23

His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 

in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24

Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a 

harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; 
25

so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.’ 
26

But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 

you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
27

Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 

received what was my own with interest. 
28

So take the talent from him, and give it to 

the one with the ten talents. 
29

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they 

will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 

be taken away. 
30

As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR HAZELTON 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG OF THE DAY  “Have a Little Talk with Jesus” 

I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in 

And then a little light from heaven filled my soul 

It bathed my heart in love and it wrote my name above 

And just a little talk with Jesus made me whole 

Refrain 

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,  

Let us tell him all about our troubles. 

He will hear our faintest cry, 

And he will answer by and by 

Now when you feel a little prayer wheel turning 

You will know a little fire is burning 

And you’ll find a little talk with Jesus makes it right 

 

Sometimes my path grows drear without a ray of cheer 

And then a cloud of doubt may hide the day 

The mists of sin may rise and hide the starry skies 

But just a little talk with Jesus clears the way Refrain 

 

I may have doubts and fears my eyes be filled with tears 

But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night 

I go to him in prayer he knows my every care 

And just a little talk with Jesus makes it right Refrain 
Words and Music by Cleavant Derricks 

Capitol CMG Publishing 

P. O. Box 5085 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37024-5085 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of 

every time and place. 

A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Enliven its witness in ecumenical ministries, feeding 

programs, and new ventures. Open our hearts to friendships that share faith, and open 

our mouths to share your good news. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for parks and open spaces, for clean air and clear water. Help us protect 

places where we are reminded of God’s work in creation and find renewal. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for those who have been and are still today enslaved, trafficked, or 

oppressed. Make clear the needs of those who are silenced by suffering, that we may 

listen and bring an end to exploitation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for those who cry out for healing, hope, or help, and for those for whom 

we have promised to pray especially... Bring relief to caregivers and surround those 

who are lonely with your powerful presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for this congregation and the talents and treasures each person brings. 

Bring new talents to blossom among us, as we encourage and build up one another. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



P: Lord, our dwelling place in all generations, we remember with thanksgiving all 

who have died in you. Teach us to count our days as gifts from you. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we 

entrust into your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come. 

Keep us faithful to you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 



P: The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy 

Spirit be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 

           

SENDING SONG    “I’m Gonna Lay My Burdens Down” 

Refrain 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah, When I lay my burden down. 

Glory, glory, Hallelujah, When I lay my old heavy burden down. 

 

I’m gonna shake glad hands with the angels 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna shake glad hands with the angels 

When I lay these old earthly burdens down.  Refrain 

 

I’m gonna tell my saviour howdy 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna tell my dear Jesus howdy, Lord, 

When I lay my old heavy burden down.   Refrain 

 

I’m gonna see my friends and my loved ones 

When I lay my burden down. 

I’m gonna see my friends and my loved ones 

When I lay my heavy burden down.    Refrain 

 

I’m gonna sit down with my Jesus 

When I lay my burden down. 

Yes I’m gonna eat at that welcome table, lord, 

When I lay my old heavy burden down   Refrain 
Traditional 
Public Domain 

 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God 

 


