
 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” vs 1-3 ELW 632 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 and our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

 your saints have dwelt secure; 

 sufficient is your arm alone, 

 and our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

 or earth received its frame, 

 from everlasting you are God, 

 to endless years the same. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope, 

who guides us to springs of the water of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of 

wisdom. 

C: Amen. 
P: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin 

against God and one another.  O God, our merciful redeemer, 

C: We confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our 

neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the 

hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen 

us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ 

his sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved 

people of God. 

C: Amen. 
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GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

SONG  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” vs 4-6   ELW 632 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

 are like an evening gone, 

 short as the watch that ends the night 

 before the rising sun.  

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

 they fly forgotten, as a dream 

 dies at the op'ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

 our hope for years to come, 

 still be our guard while troubles last 

 and our eternal home. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. O God of power and might,  

C: Your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of 

your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve 

the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
   

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON:  Ephesians 1:15-23 

P: The lesson is from Ephesians, the 1
st
 chapter. 

15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

and for this reason 
16

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. 
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 
18

so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19

and 



what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. 
20

God put this power to work in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
22

And he has put all 

things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:31-46        

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 
32

All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats, 
33

and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 

the goats at the left. 
34

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world; 
35

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.’ 
37

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to 

drink? 
38

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 

and gave you clothing? 
39

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?’ 
40

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 
41

Then he 

will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 
42

for I was hungry and you gave 

me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43

I was a stranger and 

you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 

prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 

not take care of you?’ 
45

Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46

And these will go 

away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 



P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “Blessed Assurance”     ELW 638 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain 

 This is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior, all the day long: 

 this is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

 angels descending bring from above 

 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.    Refrain 

 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

 watching and waiting, looking above, 

 filled with his goodness, lost in his love.   Refrain 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED             

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 



Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of 

every time and place. 

A brief silence 

P: Almighty God, your merciful rule encompasses all the world. As we gather for 

worship in safety, we pray for places where the church is persecuted. Watch over 

your people as they witness to your good news. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Give bountiful pastures, safety, and health to herds, livestock, and all animals. 

May our care for all of your creation reflect your shepherding love for all that you 

have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for international organizations that shine your light in places of strife. 

Lead relief and aid workers, leaders and volunteers to seek the lost and provide 

safety. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, abused, or ill especially... Give 

wisdom to counselors, doctors, nurses, and all in professions that provide healing. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Shepherd your churches to welcome the stranger and immigrant in our midst. Call 

all your people to welcome, clothe, feed, and visit those in need just as you have 

provided for the lost and despairing throughout the ages. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Give us the hope to which you call us, our glorious inheritance with all your saints. 

Enrich our lives with the faith and vision of those saints who have died. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we 

entrust into your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come. 

Keep us faithful to you, that we, with all your saints, may at length celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy 

Spirit be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 

C: Amen. 

   

 

 

 

         



SENDING SONG   “Go My Children, with My Blessing” ELW 543  

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

  

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God 

 


