
             
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

PRELUDE   

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

Candles on the Advent Wreath are lit 

 

The third candle on the Advent Wreath is called the Shepherd’s candle.  It 

remembers the first in a long line of people who joyfully shared the good news of 

the Savior’s birth.  The candle is reminding us that our period of waiting is half 

over. 

 

R: Three candles, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  Three 

candles, glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  Dear God, with joy 

and praise we acknowledge the signs that your kingdom has come in Jesus Christ.  

We rejoice in the forgiveness of sin.  We rejoice that you have made us new 

creatures in Christ.  With joy we commit ourselves to the proclamation of the good 

news of great joy.  In the Savior’s name we pray.   

C: Amen  

The congregation is invited to kneel or sit 

 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 
The congregation is invited to stand 
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GATHERING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW 815 

 

GREETING            ELW pg. 203 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY         see insert 

P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words 

of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11      see insert 

L: The first lesson is from Isaiah, the 61
st
 chapter. 

1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has 

sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
2
to proclaim the year 

of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 

mourn; 
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of 

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 

display his glory. 
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 

former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations. 
8
For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 

them. 
9
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring 

among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people 

whom the LORD has blessed. 
10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being 

shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11

For as the earth brings forth 

its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD 

will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 



PSALM: 126                    see insert 
1
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

then were we like those who dream. 
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 
3
The LORD has done great things for us, 

and we are glad indeed. 
4
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
5
Those who sowed with tears 

will reap with songs of joy. 
6
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

will come again with joy, shoulder ing their sheaves.  

 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24     see insert 

L: The second lesson is from 1 Thessalonians the 5
th

 chapter.
16

Rejoice always, 
17

pray 

without ceasing, 
18

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. 
19

Do not quench the Spirit. 
20

Do not despise the words of 

prophets, 
21

but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
22

abstain from every form of 

evil. 
23

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 

soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         ELW pg.205 

 



GOSPEL:  John 1:6-8, 19-28         see insert 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1
st
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 
8
He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 
19

This is the testimony given by John when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20

He 

confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 
21

And they 

asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22

Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have 

an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23

He said,  “I 

am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 
24

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
25

They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?” 
26

John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, 
27

the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 
28

This took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan where John was baptizing. 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM       
                                                    

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!” ELW 246 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM           ELW pg.227 

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 

and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 

body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors present the candidate 

S: We present Aria for baptism. 

 

The minister addresses parents 
 

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have your child baptized into Christ? 

F & M: We do. 

 

P: As you bring Aria to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of 

God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and 

prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  Do you 

promise to help Aria grow in the Christian faith and life? 

F & M: We do.   

The minister addresses sponsors 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Aria in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

S: We do. 

The minister addresses the congregation 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Aria and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 

C: We do. 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 



PROFESSION OF FAITH         ELW pg.229 

 

The minister addresses parents and sponsors. The assembly joins in the responses. 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT        ELW PG.230 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 

us up to live in you.   

 



Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 

in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to sit 

BAPTISM            ELW pg.230 

P: Aria, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 

eternal life. 

Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized 

 

P: Sustain Aria with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 

 

P: Aria, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

WELCOME            ELW pg.231 

 

A lit candle is given to the newly baptized as a representative  

of the congregation says: 

 

R: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome 

 

R: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
The congregation is invited to stand 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         ELW pg.206 

A: Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and 

comfort for all God’s people. 

A brief silence 

 

A: Guiding Lord, bless church leaders, volunteers, teachers, musicians, acolytes, 

deacons, pastors, seminarians, and those discerning a call to ministry. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Creating God, protect Earth’s wilderness, especially where the lands are isolated 

and unexplored. Watch over all living creatures who remain free from human 

exploitation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Prince of Peace, send us your Spirit of unity, so that justice may spring up among 

the nations. Give us the will to repair the broken systems that perpetuate injustice. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Merciful God, comfort your children who are mourning, bind up the 

brokenhearted, and heal our wounds. We pray for those who are homeless or 

imprisoned, refugees, those who struggle with addiction or mental illness, and all in 

need especially… Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Lord of justice, strengthen and increase the ministry of food pantries, meal service 

deliveries, employment training programs, and advocacy for equity among all classes 

and races. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
A: Eternal God, clothe us in your garments of salvation, so that together we may 

rejoice in your presence with the saints who have died and with those unable to be 

with us today. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer 
P: We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and 

who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 



OFFERING     “West Indies Carol”     Bell Choir  

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          ELW pg.107 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        ELW pg.206 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes to judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          ELW pg.207 

 
 

 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER            ELW pg.208 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD           ELW pg.208 

 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275 

      “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  ELW 276 

      “Away in a Manger”    ELW 277 

      “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”  ELW 286 

       

The congregation is invited to stand 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        ELW pg.114 
 

BLESSING              ELW pg.114 

 

SENDING HYMN  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  ELW 270 

   

DISMISSAL            ELW pg.115 
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