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     Saturday, March 4 2017         
1

st
 Week of Lent 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

GATHERING SONG:   Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  ELW 337 

vs 1-3 

1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

 and did my sov'reign die? 

 Would he devote that sacred head 

 for sinners such as I? 

 

2 Was it for sins that I had done 

 he groaned upon the tree? 

 Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

 and love beyond degree! 

 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

 and shut its glories in 

 when God, the mighty maker, died 

for his own creatures' sin. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: God of heaven and earth,  

C: You come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your Spirit to confess 

our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

P: With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. Merciful God, 

C: Forgive us. Our will is chained to sin, and we cannot break free. We have 

spoken when we should have kept quiet. 

 

Silence 

 

C: We were silent when we should have said something. 

 

Silence 
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C: We acted when we knew better. 

 

Silence 

 

C: We were still when we know we should have moved. 

 

Silence 

 

C: For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do, have mercy 

on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

P: People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free because 

God loved the world so much.  Take hold of life—eternal life! 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG:   Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  ELW 337 
vs 4-5   

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

 while his dear cross appears, 

 dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

 and melt my eyes to tears. 

 

5 But tears of grief cannot repay 

 the debt of love I owe; 

 here, Lord, I give myself away: 

 'tis all that I can do. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  Lord God, 

C: Our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around 

us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. 

Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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LESSON: ROMANS 5:12-19 

P: The lesson is from Romans, the 5
th

 chapter. 

 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 

so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world 

before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised 

dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 

transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 15But the free 

gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, 

much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one 

man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect 

of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, 

because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, 

much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 

righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one 

man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 

the many will be made righteous. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
1
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

2
He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 
3
The tempter 

came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.” 
4
But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
5
Then the devil took 

him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
6
saying to him, 

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will 

command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so 

that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7
Jesus said to him, “Again it is 

written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
8
Again, the devil took him to a 
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very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor; 
9
and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 

worship me.” 
10

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is 

written,  ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
11

Then the devil left 

him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ!       

SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

SONG OF THE DAY:  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery  ELW 334 

vs 1-3 and stanza Lent 1 

1 Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 

in your death we are reborn; 

though you die in all of hist'ry, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn, 

still you rise with ev'ry morn. 

 

2 We remember truth once spoken, 

love passed on through act and word; 

ev'ry person lost and broken 

wears the body of our Lord, 

wears the body of our Lord. 

 

3 Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 

stumbling though our steps may be; 

one with you in joy and sorrow, 

we the river, you the sea, 

we the river, you the sea. 

 

Lent 1 

From the dawning of creation 

you have loved us as your own; 

stay with us through all temptation, 

make us turn to you alone. 

 

 



7 
 

 

NICENE CREED  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you come 

forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the singing of 

“Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or stand next to 

the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Communion is by 

intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood 

of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, 

and all who are in need. Holy God, lead your church on earth to do your will and 

strive for your kingdom. Teach us your ways and increase our understanding. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Show us how to care for your creation and to treasure the fruits of your creating. 

Guide our actions and increase our commitment. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

P: Give knowledge and wisdom to all leaders throughout your world. Turn 

hardened hearts of stone toward your nourishing word and let the powerful become 

providers of daily bread. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Rush to the aid of your people in times of distress. Send your peace and healing 

to those in need. We pray especially for . . .  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Guide those preparing for baptism, sponsors, and this whole assembly toward 

living into the promises made in baptism. Lead us to scripture, the holy supper, and 

toward your will for all creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Accompany us on our Lenten journeys and inspire us by the witness of the saints 

who walked faithfully with you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your steadfast love; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

          

SONG:         Jesus, Lamb of God  WP 76 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 

our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a 

making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING   

P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord 

bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING SONG:    Christ, the Life of All the Living  ELW 339  

1 Christ, the life of all the living,  

 Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

 Christ, yourself for me once giving  

 to the darkest depths of woe: 

 through your suff'ring, death, and merit  

 life eternal I inherit. 

 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  

 dearest Jesus, unto you. 

 

2 You have suffered great affliction  

 and have borne it patiently, 

 even death by crucifixion,  

 fully to atone for me; 

 for you chose to be tormented  

 that my doom should be prevented. 

 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  

 dearest Jesus, unto you. 

 

3 Then, for all that bought my pardon, 

 for the sorrows deep and sore, 

 for the anguish in the garden, 

 I will thank you evermore; 

 thank you for the groaning, sighing,  

 for the bleeding and the dying, 

 for that last triumphant cry, 

 praise you evermore on high. 
 

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
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DISMISSAL 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love 

and serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 

 
 

http://www.christlutheranavonlake.org/

