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A word from our Pastor, Jeff Steeber 
I had the privilege of attending the second informational meeting, 
concerning steps that our congregation is looking at making to better 
accommodate all people who may bless us with their presence in our 
building. The meeting was held on Sunday, February 18, following 
the Sunday worship service. Rob Nordman facilitated the discussion 
on behalf of both the Congregation Council and the Property         
Committee. I was only able to be present for thirty minutes of the dis-
cussion, but I appreciated the time I was able to participate. I will not 
use this article to provide an overview or summary of the               
informational meeting, but instead to convey some insights I gained 
from it. 

Here are some of the things I heard in the meeting: Our parishioners 
care about God, about others, and about our building. Even though I 
was only a part of the meeting for a portion of its entirety, I could 
sense these facts immediately as I entered the discussion. We all seem 
to want the same thing, which is to glorify God in our worship and in 
our actions, and our building helps us to accomplish these goals. We 
would like to have a building that we can be proud of, that represents 
our devotion and reverence to our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 
We would like to have a building that enables all people to hear the 
good news of the gospel. We would like to honor the faith and       
traditions we inherited from those members of CELC who came    
before us. We would like to continue the mission that was embraced 
by the first members of our congregation, over 70 years ago, that 
sought to share God’s love with all people. Finally, we should never 
underestimate the dedication or the generosity of our members, who 
time and again, help us to realize our shared mission in Christ. 

I will offer one thought that I shared with the group, which included 
people from all viewpoints, concerning the possibility of change    
taking place in our church.   

      Continued on next page 



 Continued from previous page. 

While I was not present when the congregation was formed years ago, having been around some people who 
were, I think I have a good sense of the thoughts, feelings, and beliefs that were held by our fellow saints 
back in 1948. The call to establish a Lutheran church in Avon Lake was born out of a sense of Christian     
responsibility. There was a need for the particularly Lutheran framework of God’s grace to be shared in our 
community. Therefore, a congregation was established, and immediately the fruits of the Holy Spirit were 
evident. The congregation grew in size, and it became a stronghold of God’s work in Avon Lake. Over the 
years, the congregation continued to adapt and grow, experiencing its share of challenges and joys. Our  
members faithfully gave of their time, talents, and treasures to make sure that there was not one person who 
would be kept away from knowing God. I firmly believe that the founding members of this congregation, 
along with their first pastor, did not believe that their mission had been fulfilled, or that they had completed 
all that there was to be done. Instead, I know that they repeatedly looked for new ways to engage our       
community, and to make CELC an even better church than it already was. They did these things, not because 
of past failures or because things were not good enough, but because they believed that God is always making 
things new, and that there is always the opportunity to grow in Christ. Although we may not all agree on the 
specific transformations that our building should undergo, as long as we all continue to focus on our common 
call to serve God by serving others, we will walk on this never-ending path of God’s love together. I truly  
believe this. 

 

         Peace and All Good Things, 

         Pastor Jeff Steeber   + 

No Saturday Worship on March 31, 2018 

 

Following discussion over two months of committee meetings, the Worship & Music Committee has decided 
that there will be no 5 p.m. Saturday service on March 31, 2018. The committee reviewed the various         
approaches to worship that have been offered over the preceding five years (no service, off-site Easter Vigil 
service, Holy Saturday service). Past attempts at celebrating a Holy Saturday service, with the aim of         
acknowledging the silence of Christ’s burial tomb (a day of reverent mourning), have resulted in many     
worshippers expecting an Easter service (a day of joyous celebration). Therefore, the consensus of the      
committee was that while we aim to provide worship services in various ways to serve all of our members, in 
the same way that we cannot celebrate Maundy Thursday on any other day than Thursday, or Good Friday on 
any other day than Friday, the celebration of Easter at CELC will continue to only be celebrated on Easter 
Sunday. If you have any questions regarding this decision, please feel free to direct them to a member of the 
Worship & Music Committee. 

 

                   In God’s Service, 

Joseph Guthman, Brenda Crout, Rob Pedersen, Fred Kirtner, Michelle Young, Sue Frantz, Pastor Jeff Steeber 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

February 1, 2018  

Attendance:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Brenda Crout, Eric Klenz, and Rob Nordman, Kelly Pedersen 
 
*** Jeff Steeber was late to the meeting because he was managing a situation related to the preschool in the 
church 
 
Absent:  Nadine Carlson 
 
Quorum was met. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice President Kelly Pedersen at 6:40 PM and Rob Nordman opened with 
a prayer. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of January income: 
 
Member Contributions: 
 E-Giving  $  8,034.00 
 Regular  $10,650.50 
Miscellaneous:  $  2,096.00 
Total income:      $20,740.50 
 
Monthly contribution needed to meet the annual budget:  $18,049.00 
 
Expenses:      $24,191.49 
Monthly Budget Amount:      $20,351.85 
 
Brenda Crout reported an increase in electronic giving. Expenses are higher this month because of the heat and 
electric bills. The annual budget for electricity and heat is divided by 12 for each month. In the past it was de-
cided not to increase the monthly budget during winter months knowing that those items will be offset in the 
summer months.  
 
The congregation has received thank you letters from organizations for benevolence donations.  

 

Property Report 

 Pipe burst in Lake Room on Sunday, January 28, leaving standing water in the room. Plumber was called 

same day and vents were added to the closet to circulate air.  

 Installed mailbox outside office door.  It will be permanently installed when the weather is better. 

Lost 2 months of email backups as discussed in last meeting. A new backup drive would allow the church 
to save communications and documents without deleting existing backup files. Rob Nordman made a mo-
tion to invest up to $250 to purchase a second backup drive. Eric Klenz seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously. 

 Rob Nordman reported on his review of the Building Use Policy. He recommended the form be edited for 
the reasons listed below. Rob Nordman made a motion to update the Building Policy Use form as outlined 
below. Eric Klenz seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 To be more user friendly. 
To allow raffles/drawings to be held within the building. Currently the form states they are not allowed 
even though we do so on special occasions for both church and preschool events. 



 
 
 
 
 To have one check made out to the church when renting the building.  This should include the cleaning 
fee.  The current form requires separate checks for the church and the custodian fee (made out to each 
individually).  Because the janitorial staff is employed by the church, one check should be made to 
CELC and the payment for the special cleaning fee should be made through payroll.      
 To make the tiered pricing more consistent throughout the form. The prices will be evaluated at a fu-
ture council meeting, but a short-term update is to make it more uniform. Currently the form states the 
church council can waive fees, which continues to be appropriate. 

 
Vice Presidents Report 
 Melissa Steele-Steeber asked via email on 2/1/2018 if the website can be updated. She visits many church 

websites while working and other sites have more pictures and rotating images. She asked the council to 
discuss this topic.  

 Rob Nordman said the web software allows for updates to be made easily. Last year, the landing page 
was updated, and new ministry pages were added. Recorded sermons are also on the website. The chal-
lenge is to find a person to own the updates.  
 Kelly Pedersen will follow up with Melissa to determine if she is interested. 
 Pastor Steeber will ask his colleagues to visit the church’s website and provide feedback by the next 
council meeting. 

 Loretta Heindrichs presented two ideas to the church council via email in the past. Loretta is willing to 
move forward with the volunteer brochure herself. Council would like to review the brochure and next 
steps with Loretta. Loretta will present her second idea, a meeting/discussion of liturgical topics in an in-
formal setting, to the council at the March council meeting. Kelly Pedersen will let Loretta know alcohol 
cannot be served for purposes other than the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 Andy Young was consulted about conducting a review of the Preschool contracts currently in use. 
 Preschool board has worked with Teri Pienoski, the Preschool director, to assist with an employee not 

meeting her responsibilities and who had unrealistic expectations of the preschool. After many meetings 
with the director, employee, Pastor Steeber, and the preschool board at different times this school year, the 
employee was relieved of her employment with the preschool on the evening of 2/1/2018.  

 

Finance Report 

 Team is being assembled for audit by the end of February. 

 

Follow up Items 

 Consolidate accounts in QuickBooks – Brenda Crout will reach out to Katie to schedule meeting to con-

solidate accounts. 

 Temple Talks – Scheduled for 2/3 & 2/4 and 2/10 & 2/11 to thank the congregation for their generous giv-

ing. 

 Creating personnel committee – Kelly Pedersen is collecting contracts and list of responsibilities for 

staff. Need to meet with Randi to create list of responsibilities. 



 

 

 Risk Reporter Information – Council will reach out to Ryan Smarsh and Bob Olds for recommendations 

to move forward. Ryan knows the building well and Bob will have ideas based on his training as an Avon 

Police Sergeant. Should doors be locked or not when the church is being used? What is the right balance? 

Etc. 

 Claim of Brotherhood – Waiting for insurance company to pay claim. 

 

Future Items 

 Anna Circle has been asking for new chalices for the past two years. Two chalices would cost $245/

chalice. Shirley Mitchell’s estate has given money in her name to the church. Shirley belonged to Anna 

Circle. Brenda Crout made a motion to use the donation from Shirley’s estate to purchase the chalices. Rob 

Nordman seconded the motion and motion passed. 

 Julie’s Good Kid’s contract is up September 30, 2019. Need to clarify with Julie and the janitorial staff the 

responsibilities of Good Kids and the church. Normal cleaning done by the church office, and not sub-

contracted out. Good Kids are expected to keep shared spaces clean. Pastor will follow up with both par-

ties. 

 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor Steeber continued the discussion from last month about the church leaders and led a discussion with 

council members based on the book Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. The discussion included 

three questions. 

 Leaders of the church in the West today have been operating under a set of Philosophical, theological, 

and ecclesiological assumptions. What are some of those assumptions? 

 Members know basics 

 A church is a family 

 Members share overarching values 

 Church involvement is a priority 

 Not everyone will always be happy 

 All generations approach church in the same way (There is a Lutheran way) 

 

 Extracurricular activities from music lessons to sports participation are considered by most parents to 

be more effective at forming good character in our children (and getting them accepted to good colleges!) 

than the church. This is not an opinion, this is a reality. How do we operate our children and youth minis-

tries effectively, acknowledging this new reality? 

  Short programs, flexible approach to youth  

  Building around service activities 

  Take faith outside the church (keep connected) – How do we stay connected? 

  Youth (texts or Podcasts) & Adults (newsletter) 

 

 



Christopher Wright reminds us the sending of the church as the apostle to the world goes to God’s very 

purposes: “It is not so much that God has a mission for his church in the world, but that God has a church 

for his mission in the world.” What are our thoughts about this statement? 

  Mission (ASP) needs church / people and church needs ASP for youth and adults 

 

 

 

 

Other topics 

 Wednesday, March 7, worship committee and church council are providing food for soup supper before 

worship service. 

 Next council meeting will be Thursday, March 1, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Council meeting ended at 8:35 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Family Promise – A Decade of Service 

 

We have reached a milestone in one of our outreach programs, namely, we have served homeless families in 
Lorain County along with 11 other churches for a decade through Family Promise. Starting on Easter Day in 
2008, we have continued to host families in our building for a week at a time four times a year. For the past 
three years, we have also made our facility available for members of First Lutheran Church of Lorain,         
allowing them to continue their support while their church was being rebuilt after a major fire. 

 

Providing meals, activities for children, and overnight volunteer sleepovers require a commitment of time and 
energy by our members. In our decade of supporting this program, we have served 178 adults and 304      
children in numerous ways. A little over 19,000 hours of support have been provided for this ministry. Some 
volunteers have done meals and overnight sleepovers for other churches in Oberlin, Elyria, and                Ver-
milion.         

 

Each Christmas, we have adopted a family involved in the program by taking them shopping for toys,     
clothing or other special needs during the holidays. The generosity of our volunteers each host week has    
enabled this ministry to be successful without adding to the operational budget of the church.  

 

Our guests have repeatedly told us over these 10 years what a wonderful experience they have had when they 
are with us. The interest and love shown by members has always been a highlight of their experience within 
the Family Promise network. We have been blessed by individual volunteers who have often helped families 
with transportation in getting them to work or moving into housing or cash assistance in times of great need.     
Stories abound of the special impact that we have had in so many lives.  

 

May we continue to be blessed in this outreach ministry and continue to respond to the need for volunteer 
help in going forward. 



Church Yardwork 
Hard to believe, but in less than two months, we’ll 
be deciding when to make our first cut of grass at 
the church for the 2018 season. As in the case of 
most churches, we take care of our lawn, shrubs 
and trimming using volunteers who offer up a bit of 
their time. We cut grass about 32 times a year and 
try to have at least 16 volunteers to tackle this 
project so it’s only twice a year. In essence, the 
“ask” is – would you consider cutting the grass 
twice in a year? It takes about two hours with one 
of our two riding mowers. We try to cut later in the 
week on no fixed schedule. We strive to keep the 
mowers ‘ready to cut’ so one simply comes in, 
turns on the key and starts cutting. Volunteers 
change or swap weeks with each other as needed 
and it is as about as flexible as one can make it.  
 
We have a gas powered edger, weed wacker, 
hedger, leaf blower and hand mower for trimming. 
If cutting does not appeal to you, we need a few 
folks to do edging periodically, hedging about three 
times a year, and some weed wacking as needed.  
 
We provide instruction on the mowers and have 
some great father-son and husband-wife teams as 
part of our effort. Each year we lose a few 
volunteers and we work hard to stay at our target of 
16 people.  
 
Please let Heather Nordman in the church office or 
Chuck Heindrichs (440-933-7654) know if you 
want to be included in the schedule. 

Thank You 

My most sincere thanks to our church family for 

my many cards and wishes for my 96th Birthday.  

So many memories of our 70 years. 

    -Ruth H 

 

Thank you to all the angels here at CELC for 

helping those in need.  I am so thankful for 

having such a wonderful church family that is 

always willing to give me a drive to either  

church or back home.  

    -Iris M 

 

On behalf of the Sunday School students and 
CRS, I would like to thank the Sunday School 
parents and the congregation for their 
overwhelming generosity in supporting our 
project of providing food stuffs and paper 
products for the less fortunate families in our 
community.  It warmed my heart to see how our 
church family can come together to help those 
who are not as lucky as we are.  Thank you again 
for all the support you show our children and 
their causes. 

   -Nadine C 

Property News 

A meeting took place on Sunday, February 18, to continue discussing several 
items recommended by our ELCA disability representative (based on her  
visit last year). Thank you to those who participated and weighed in with 
thoughts and insight. We had good dialogue.  The three items from the          
December meeting were further deliberated: 1) removing the front modesty 
panels, 2) increasing pew spacing from 12 to 18 inches, and 3) introducing a 
third wheelchair space to address the back, middle, and front of the seating 
area. The group consisted of 12 church members. The feedback will be 
shared with council. Be on the lookout for future discussion regarding next 
steps, meetings, timing, etc. Dates for approved items will be listed in the 
weekly announcements.  See Rob Nordman with questions.   

Support our Troops 

We would like to offer prayers 

and support to all our church 

family and extended family 

that may have a family     

member or friend serving in 

our nation’s military or law 

enforcement.  If you know of 

someone that we can support 

in our prayers please share 

their name, branch of service, 

and possible address with the 

church office. 



Letter from a member 

“It takes a village.”  I never really understood that statement before this past year.  I have heard people say it 
and wondered what it meant.  I can now say that God has shown me a village - in my own life and in my 
son’s.  I asked if I could share my thoughts in the newsletter for all to read. 

Below is a picture of Nick at an ASP trip a couple years back.  These kids go away one person and come 
home a completely different person.  They grow, they learn, and they come to appreciate what God has     
provided for them both in the people they help and the houses they are assigned to work on.  I watched Nick 
go on his first ASP trip after a lot of encouragement from Eric Mohney.  Nick was so excited to go (or nerv-
ous depending on how you want to look at it).  But, Eric was there to encourage him every step of the way.  
He had to earn the trip and found himself looking forward to the fundraisers as well.  Raking leaves and     
making subs turns into fun when you get to ‘just be a kid.’  Eric was part of that village with his smile and 
“Hey Nick” every time he saw him.  Nick went on several trips and grew each time.  And when Nick was 
waiting for the call to go to Basic Training, Eric always had a word of encouragement and a big smile. 

When Nick was in eighth grade, God brought Bob Olds into our lives for a reason that I don’t think either of 
us saw at the time.  Nick and Bob did two trips together and the bond that formed is beyond anything I can 
write in words.  They laughed, they talked, and it was always “Hey buddy” when Bob saw Nick at 
church.  Nick looked up to Bob in a way that I don’t think even Bob knew during a hard time in Nick’s life.  
Bob was there and he listened when the two of them built stuff together.  I don’t know what they talked about 
to this day, but Bob was part of the village. 

During Nick’s senior year he was waiting for a call from the Air Force.  This time the village showed up in 
Heather Nordman.  She said, “Nick needs something to get his mind off the call and to get rid of his stress,”  
Lauren and Heather planned a water balloon fight that is still talked about to this day.  I watched him laugh, 
have fun, and forget about the call that wasn’t coming.  Again a village - someone who reached out and loved 
us when they saw what we needed. 

My last example is someone Nick met while playing flag football.  Pastor Jeff was new to our church and we 
were playing kids versus the parents.  Pastor Jeff said he would play and Nick found a person who he could 
talk to that day.  Pastor Jeff brought a village like no other for my son.  He was a friend he could talk to   
without feeling like he couldn’t be scared or mad at the world.  One fond memory is when Pastor Jeff asked 
Nick how many pushups he was up to one Saturday before the service;  Nick said x amount,  Pastor Jeff      
responded, “Oh I can do that” and he proceeded to show him.  Nick beamed!  Again, the village.  Nick waited 
almost a year to get the call to go to Basic Training, and Pastor Jeff was always there with a word of           
encouragement or that look that only they understood.  Nick made sure to make a stop to talk to Pastor Jeff 
when he finally got the call.  Jeff was there laughing and being so proud of the boy who met playing flag 
football on a cold day.  Nick had became “GI George” to Pastor Jeff (ask him about it one day; it’s a good 
story).   

When I recently saw Nick at Basic Training and saw the person he had become I was overwhelmed with the 
village that got him to this point.  He asked to call 
Pastor Jeff while we were waiting on family.  It was 
their usual conversation - laughing and a lot of    
sarcasm and smiles.   

So what is this village?  It is two men who guided 
this boy during a time when he wondered where he 
could fit in.  It was a mom who saw a stressed kid 
climbing his mountains to reach his dream.  It was a 
Pastor who was called that loves kids and has a way 
about him that I can’t describe in words.  They are 
the village.   

From a mom who is so thankful - thanks for being 
our village.  We are blessed. 

      Barb M 



Hurricane thank you 



March Birthdays 
Sarah S   3 

Sarah L   4 

Stacy B   5 

Vera B    5 

Erin M    5 

Sandy R   6 

Violet R 12 

Barbara D 13 

Norma M 13 

Pastor Jeff 14 

John T  15 

Samantha B 19 

Jeremy C 21 

Trenton T 21 

Sophie B 22 

Charles M 22 

Pat M  22 

Eric V  23 

Andrew B 24 

Keith D 24 

Howard P 24 

Tonette S 24 

Iris M  25 

Melissa M 25 

Olivia K 28 

John P. Jr. 29 

Sarah V 29 

Hannah F 31 

Matthew G 31 

 

Lent Schedule 

March 7 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal (Congregation  

  Council with Worship and Music         

  Committee) 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service - Pastor Becki 

March 14 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal (Parishioner        

  Volunteers) 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service - Pastor Alex 

March 21 

12:00 p.m. Lenten Service 

  6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal (Youth Group with 

  Anna Circle) 

  7:00 p.m. Lenten Service - Pastor Laurie 

March 25, Palm Sunday 

10:30 a.m. Holy Worship 

 

Holy Week 
March 29, Maundy Thursday 

  7:00 p.m. Holy Worship 

Traditionally this evening is when our church       

celebrates and welcomes those partaking in 

their First Communion.  Anyone wanting to   

celebrate their First Communion on this evening 

please contact Pastor Jeff. 

March 30, Good Friday 

12:00 p.m. Holy Worship 

  7:00 p.m.  Holy Worship 

March 31 

NO SATURDAY SERVICE 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 1, Easter 

  9:00 a.m. Easter Brunch  

10:30 a.m. Holy Worship 

 

 

   



 Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

 

Congregation Council  

President:   

Vice President: Kelly P 

Secretary:  Nadine C 

Treasurer:  Brenda C 

Property:  Rob N 

Finance:   Eric K  

   

Sunday School  

Nadine C 

  

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Dan I 

Kelly K 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine C 

Brenda C 

Stacy J 

 

The Anchor 

Senior High Youth Group 

Heather N 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob N  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Worship & Music 

Joe G 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir:  Joe G 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany P 

  

Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan W 

Deborah Circle:   Quella C 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon D 

Martha Circle:  Anita H 

  

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  

Athena’s Restaurant 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline W - Chair 

 

Endowment Committee 

Chuck H - Chair 

  

OWLS 

(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

Harold and Karen W 

  

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura M – Chair 

  

Outreach 

Kelly K 

  

Family Promise 

Chuck H 

Eric M 

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator   

Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare  

Director   

Julie Skaggs 

 

 Saturday Service Music 

Joe G - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank L - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck H – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  

  

If your name, church group or 

committee is missing from this 

list, please contact the church  

office at 440-933-6263 or email 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

 



CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation, adult and high school 

10:30 a.m. K– Grade 6 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Enjoy dinner out and support our youth 

 

Eat at Buffalo Wild Wings on Monday, March 5, and 20% of your bill will be donated to 

our church youth group.  All you need to do is present the coupon below.   

Bring your friends and family.   


