
     Sunday, November 20, 2016 
Christ the King Sunday 

 

 
 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  If you or your 

children need a break, we have a nursery room available with your supervision.  If 

you need assistance, an usher will happily direct you to the nursery.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

Worship Assistants for Sunday, November 20, 2016 

Greeter: Gretchen Vasiloff, Usher: Karen Lecorchick, Lector: Bob Olds,  

Acolytes: Grace Steele-Steeber and Ruslan Nordman, Cantor: Sue Frantz,  

Assists: Cantor, Fred Kirtner, Doris Klement, Acolytes, Altar: Marilyn Culler, 

Bread: Jamie Crout 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

PRELUDE   

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

INVOCATION  

 

P: In the name of God the Father of glory; in the name of God the ☩ Son, our 

Redeemer; in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to stand, kneel or sit in silence for reflection and 

self-examination 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: We acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins— those known 

to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you.  We 

know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed.  

Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; and work 

in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

P: With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and ☩ forgives us all our 

sins.  Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us and by the light of the Holy 

Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 

C: Amen. 
The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING HYMN:        Gather Us In ELW 532 

Verse 1 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

Now is the darkness vanished away; 

See in this space our fear and our dreamings 

Brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 



Gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

Verse 2 

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, 

We are the old who yearn for your face; 

We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, 

Called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

Gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

Give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Verse 3 

Here we will take the wine and the water, 

Here we will take the bread of new birth, 

Here you shall call your sons and daughters, 

Call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  

Give us to eat the bread that is you; 

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  

Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Verse 4 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

Not in some heaven, light years away 

Here in this place the new light is shining, 

Now is the kingdom, and now is the day.  

Gather us in and hold us forever,  

Gather us in and make us your own; 

Gather us in, all peoples together, 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.   
Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

@ 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.  
    OneLicense.net, License #A-70000 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 



KYRIE 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

  
 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  O God,  

C: Our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide 

with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine 

majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

FIRST LESSON: JEREMIAH 23:1-6 

 

L: The first lesson is from Jeremiah, the 23
rd

 chapter. 
 
1
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the LORD. 
2
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and 

have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you 

for your evil doings, says the LORD. 
3
Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to 

their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 
4
I will raise up shepherds over  



 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, 

nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5
The days are surely coming, says 

the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 

king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
6
In his 

days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM: 46 

 
1
God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

a very present | help in trouble. 
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3
though its waters | rage and foam, 

and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
7
The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8
Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
10

“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
11

The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  

 

 



SECOND LESSON: COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 

L: The second lesson is from Colossians, the 1
st
 chapter. 

11
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 

and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 
12

giving 

thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

the light. 
13

He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
16

for in him all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 

and for him. 
17

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 
18

He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19

For in him all 

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20

and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through the blood of his cross. 

 

L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: LUKE 23:33-43 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23
rd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to 



divide his clothing. 
35

And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!” 
36

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine, 
37

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38

There was 

also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39

One of the criminals 

who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” 
40

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41

And we indeed have 

been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 
42

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” 
43

He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 

in Paradise.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

 
SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:       Give Thanks    WP 41  

 

Give thanks, with a grateful heart. 

Give thanks, to the Holy One. 

Give thanks, because He's given 

Jesus Christ His Son.  

Give thanks, with a grateful heart. 

Give thanks, to the Holy One. 

Give thanks, because He's given 

Jesus Christ His Son.            

 

 

 



And now let the weak say, I am strong. 

Let the poor say, I am rich. 

Because of what the Lord has done for us. 

And now let the weak say, I am strong. 

Let the poor say, I am rich. 

Because of what the Lord has done for us.    

  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

A: Set free by the truth of God’s gracious love, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all of God’s good creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A: For Christ’s church on earth and for those who proclaim the good news of your 

reign, that all divisions cease, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

A: For your creation in all its beauty, for water and land, plants and animals, and for 

those who advocate for the just use of the earth, that all creatures enjoy life abundant, 

let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

A: For government leaders, for those who provide justice and safety, and for those in 

war-torn places, that all be guided by the peace of the Lord, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

 © 1978 Integrity's Hosanna! Music  

  Text and music: Henry Smith 
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A: For the alienated, for the sick and suffering, for those living with HIV/AIDS, and 

for those in need of reconciliation, especially… that God provide them with skilled 

medical practitioners and counselors, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

A: For those traveling this week, for those gathered with family and friends, for 

protection from inclement weather, and for the body of Christ gathered here, let us 

pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

A: In thanksgiving for all the saints who lived their lives giving thanks to God and are 

now at rest, that their witness strengthen our confidence in the resurrection to eternal 

life, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: Into your hands, faithful God, we place ourselves and our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

OFFERING         Alleluia   Bell Choir 

    

     The congregation is invited to stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER          

A: Let us pray.  Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were 

gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 

from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus 

Christ, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING        

 
 

PREFACE            

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 
 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.  You entered our 

sorrows in Jesus our brother.  He was born among the poor, he lived under 

oppression, he wept over the city.  With infinite love, he granted the people your life.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of 

the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (The congregation is asked to meditate during the Bell Choir’s 

rendition of the Lord’s Prayer) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

LAMB OF GOD  

 



The congregation is invited to sit 

 

COMMUNION  You are Holy (repeat twice)    ELW 689 

    Praise and Thanksgiving     ELW 689 

    Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow  ELW 884 

     

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

A: Let us pray. 

C: We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy 

you have embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. 

Go with us on our way.  Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to 

give you thanks by embracing others with mercy and healing; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

 

P: God Almighty send your light and truth to keep you all the days of your life. 

The hand of God protect you; the holy angels accompany you; and the blessing of 

almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:      Soon and Very Soon  ELW 439 

 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King,  

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 

 



No more crying there, we are going to see the King, 

No more crying there, we are going to see the King, 

No more crying there, we are going to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 

 

No more dying there, we are going to see the King, 

No more dying there, we are going to see the King, 

No more dying there, we are going to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 

 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King,  

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King! 
 

DISMISSAL 

A: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 
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