
     Saturday, November 26, 2016 
1

st
 Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG:    I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me  ELW 860 

Verse 1 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me. 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me. 

I’m so glad, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 

Verse 2 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 

Verse 3 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.  

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

Singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who 

leads us into the light of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

The first candle on the Advent wreath is called the Prophecy candle, it opens the 

period that anticipates Christmas and remembers those who first spoke the promise 

of the coming Christ. 

R: One candle, burning bright, chasing away the darkness from light.  One candle, 

glowing light, the blessings of God, giving new sight.  We pray dear God, on this 

first Sunday in Advent we begin a spiritual pilgrimage as we joyously anticipate 

Christmas Day, a reminder of the birth of our Savior. As we come to this place of 

worship, we know that we are in your presence. 'Give us your peace that through us 

all may know the peace that Christ brings. In his name we pray.   

C: Amen  

©1995 Augsburg Fortress 

Text & music African American spiritual;  
arr. With One Voice, 1995 

OneLicense.net, License #A-700000 

 



 

P: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor.  God of all time, 

C: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In 

your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 

things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

 

P: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are 

forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

C: Amen 

 

 

GATHERING SONG:      Oh God Our Help in Ages Past   ELW 632  

Verse 1 

O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

 

Verse 2 

Under the shadow of your throne 

your saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is your arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

 

Verse 3 

Before the hills in order stood 

or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, 

to endless years the same. 

 

Verse 4 

A thousand ages in your sight 

are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

 

 



Verse 5 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

they fly forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the op'ning day. 

 

Verse 6 

O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last 

and our eternal home. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 

      

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  O God,  

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save 

us from the threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of 

your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

TEMPLE TALK          Rev. Jennifer Franz 

 

LESSON: ROMANS 13:11-14 

P: The lesson is from Romans, the 13
th

 chapter. 
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12

the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light; 
13

let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires. 



P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24:36-44 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 
36

“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37

For as the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For as in those days before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, 
39

and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40

Then two will be in the field; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 
41

Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken and one will be left. 
42

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. 
43

But understand this: if the owner of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44

Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON            Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

SONG OF THE DAY:      Blessed Assurance  ELW 638 

Verse 1  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 



Verse 2 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending bring from above 

echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

 

Verse 3 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

(Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service.  

As you come forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand.  

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing.  All are welcome to 

receive Holy Communion.  Communion is by intinction: receive the bread – dip 

the bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood of Christ.  If you are 

unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you.) 

 

 

 



PRAYERS AND CONFESSION:  

  

P: With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.  For the church, for 

missionaries and teachers, clergy and laity, and all ministers who proclaim the 

gospel in word and deed, that the Sun of righteousness enlighten the whole earth, let 

us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: For rivers and lakes, hills and mountains, fruit and vegetables, and animals great 

and small, that creation thrive and that we care for all God has given us, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: For all in authority at the local, state, provincial, national, and international 

levels, for those who advocate for equity, and for relief workers and their 

supporters, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: For those who hunger or thirst, for those who doubt or are terrified, for those 

who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and for caregivers, that all experience the 

healing and comfort given through Christ, especially… let us pray.  

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: For those gathered in this place to hear the gospel and receive the good gifts of 

God through Christ Jesus, that guided by the Holy Spirit, we serve our neighbor 

who is in need, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: In thanksgiving for men and women of every time and place who have died in 

Christ, and that we follow their examples of faithful living, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

P: Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your name. We 

commend all our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG:          Jesus, Lamb of God     WP 76 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat         
Public Domain 

COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P: Let us pray. 

C: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when 

the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your 

deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



BLESSING   

 

P: God who loves us, who gives us eternal consolation and good hope, comfort your 

hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word; and the blessing of 

almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:       Children of the Heavenly Father  ELW 781 

 

Verse 1 

Children of the heav'nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e'er was given. 

 

Verse 2 

God his own doth tend and nourish, 

in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

in his mighty arms he bears them. 

 

Verse 3 

Neither life nor death shall ever 

from the Lord his children sever; 

unto them his grace he showeth, 

and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 

Verse 4 

Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

      

 

 



DISMISSAL 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to 

God! 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

   

 

 

 

 

SERMON NOTES: 


