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Our Mission Statement 

Gospel In Action: “Caring for 

all God’s children, we shall 

serve God through Worship, 

Learning, and Sharing.” 

My offering this month comes from a friend’s recent newsletter arti-
cle to his congregation.  I thought that it was well written, and thought 
provoking.  I pray that it may cause us all to think, and inspire us 
through the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 As I look around our synod I see a pattern of decline. A num-
ber of congregations have closed, others have merged with another 
church, reduced staffing, or changed the number of services. This 
trend is reflected across mainline denominations (Lutheran, Presbyter-
ian, Methodist, Episcopal). St. Paul’s reflects some of those trends. 
We are aging and have experienced numerical decline. We are not in 
panic mode or struggling to survive. That provides us the opportunity 
to look carefully at what is driving those changes and how we might 
respond. 
 Recently, I was reading an article looking at the question of 
why people go to church. The author highlighted four basic reasons: 
cultural and denominational loyalty, supporting good behavior, spir-
itual renewal and rebirth, and developing a connection between life 
and faith. The first two reasons speak to the head, the other two speak 
more to the heart. 
 Lutherans have been traditionally an immigrant church. Set-
tlers came from Germany and Scandinavia and brought with them 
their faith and culture and language. Recent generations do not share 
these same loyalties. As a result, these ties to heritage do not provide 
a motivation to attend worship. 
 
Continued on next page 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2017 
 
Attendance:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Paul Culler, Rob Nordman, Brenda Crout and Nadine Carlson 
 
Absent:  Eric Klenz and Kelly Pedersen 
 
Quorum was met. 
 
Guest:  Chuck Heindrichs, Endowment Committee Chair 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Paul Culler at 6:32 PM and opened with prayer. 
 
The September minutes were accepted unanimously, with the following correction made by Mr. 
Heindrichs: 
Regarding Vacation Bible School not supported by the Endowment Fund, “it was Council’s decision to 
dedicate the fund to support and further Christian Education in our church.  Vacation Bible School is con-
sidered an outreach program”. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Steeber made a recommendation to change our annual mission partner support from Trinity Luther-
an Seminary to a new start ministry named “Lakewood Abbey”.  It is a mission-start congregation that will 
be housed in Lakewood with a focus on the west side of the city of Cleveland.  The recommendation was 
based on the lack of candidates that the seminary was able to provide to us as possible recipients of the 
scholarship. 
Pastor also signed a letter of transfer for Gwen Hogrefe to Faith Lutheran Church in Avon, Ohio. 
 

 For much of our nation’s history there was a shared morality based on Judeo-Christian ethics. Even 
those who didn’t actively take part in the life of the church knew the ‘rules’. Current American society is be-
coming more hostile towards Christian traditional values. People no longer look to the church for moral guid-
ance. Those of us who are older often lament this change. The more we complain and push back, the more we 
seem to push away those we would like to reach. What changes do we need to make to reflect that we are no 
longer a Christian nation with the right to tell everyone how to live. Perhaps a little salt and leaven is called 
for. 
 It’s not surprising that the mainline denominations in decline tend to promote these head oriented ap-
proaches to being and doing church. It’s not working. 
T he other two motivations speak more to the heart. Mainline Christians often look down on evangelicals 
who talk about being born again or making a decision for Jesus. We baptize infants and believe that we should 
go back to our baptism and be born again daily. We speak of Confirmation as that time when a child can make 
a faith decision for themselves. Sadly, we won’t see many of the children we baptize until it’s time for first 
communion, and then not again until Confirmation and then often never again. Mainline spirituality seems 
focused on the previously mentioned motivations of doing the right thing. People not only need to be taught 
about faith, but are seeking ways to engage and experience their faith. People are also looking for ways to 
connect Sunday to the rest of the week. How does faith shape my day to day life? 
 There is an old saying that insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different re-
sults. The message doesn’t change. The gospel remains the gospel. How do we share the love of God in a way 
that engages and empowers our current situation? How we answer that question will determine our future as a 
congregation. 
  
God bless,  Pastor Henderson 
 



Guest Chuck Heindrichs 
Mr. Heindrichs reviewed the history of the Endowment Fund by explaining the restriction on the proceeds 
of the Benzinger estate to be used for Sunday School and which would include all Christian Education in 
our church (thus the exclusion of Vacation Bible School).  He also explained the restriction of designated 
funds to very specific projects can lead to long-term issues.  Churches throughout the country are saddled 
with large Endowments Funds that cannot be used because the restriction no longer works for the church.  
This situation does not exist within our church and has not arisen yet.  However, the potential exists and 
might be better addressed now.  He followed this with several examples. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
N/A 
 
President’s / Treasurer’s Report 
There was lengthy discussion regarding next year’s budget.  Information has been share with the congrega-
tion through Sunday’s announcements including the $30,000 deficit in contributions.  Possible solutions 
that should be brought before the congregation were discussed including what expenditures should be cut 
if contributions do not increase.  Some of these expenditures include music, supply pastors, custodial sup-
plies, 20% cut in salaries, copier contract and snow removal.  If contributions should increase, what ser-
vices should be reinstated?  Methods of raising the alarm were shared and several Council members 
stepped up to the plate and agreed to give “Temple Talks” on the Sundays before the scheduled Congrega-
tion Meeting on November 19th at 9:15 AM.  There will be an additional Council meeting on October 22nd 
after worship to plan on how to proceed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of September income: 
 

Member Contributions:  $16,293 
Miscellaneous    $  3,316 
Total income:       $20,109 
 
Monthly budget for contributions amount needed $20,958 
 
Expenses    $17,840 
 
Brenda Crout and the Office Administrator met with the QuickBooks consultant who advised several line 
items should be consolidated to streamline our financial statements. 
 
Finance Report 
N/A 
 
Vice President’s Report 
N/A 
 
Property Report 
Rob Nordman shared some favorable comments he received on the move of the memorial boards.  The 
exposed wood and peeling areas on the south side of the garage were painted.  The new telephone cable 
that runs to the Good Kids office has been concealed with raceway. 
The fundraising effort to modernize various aspects of the building has been put on hold until January. 
An Eagle Scout project for the painting of the high school room was discussed.  Also, council agreed on 
moving the guest registry to the gathering area where it will be more visible. 
 
President Paul Culler adjourned the meeting at 8:41 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Next regular council meeting will be November 2, 2017, at 6:30 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nadine Carlson 
Secretary 
 

 



 November Birthdays 

       Name                   Date 

Megan M   1   

Casey T   1 

Karen W   1  

   

Anna L   4 

Alyson M   4 

  

McKinnon S  5 

  

Allison B   6 

Erik Y   6 

  

Genny H   7 

Carrie Y   7 

  

Benjamin B   8 

Seamus K   8 

Ben S    8 

    Name                    Date 

Gina R   10 

 

Kelly O   11 

Julie S   11 

  

Lizzy M   15 

  

Shirley B   16 

Alexa R   16 

Grace S   16 

  

Paul E   17 

  

Linnea S   18 

   

Brian K   20 

Vince M   20 

  

Quella C   25 

Doris G   25 

   

Courtney B   28 

CELC wishes all our November babies a very blessed birthday! 

Happy Birthday 

FALL CONGREGATION MEETING 

The Fall Congregation Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 19th at 9:15 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  We 

will be discussing several topics and voting on the 2018 proposed 

budget, which includes quite a few changes. Materials for the 

meeting will be mailed to  your home. Please bring your copy to 

the meeting for reference. Your attendance is needed and appreci-

ated. There will be childcare available during the meeting. 



Property Committee News 

 

Similar to last year around this time, I’ve been reflecting on the many things the Properties Team has 

been looped into this year.  Although there are still a couple months left in 2017, I thought it would be 

insightful for folks to see some of the work that has been accomplished.  It’s been a busy year.    

 

Thank you to everyone who assists in these repair and maintenance items! 

 

Recent Accomplishments and In-Progress Components 

The following is a list of steps taken, changes, or activities noted in the Property reports since January 

2017 (list is not all inclusive). 

Painted the remaining two social hall doors (nursery storage and electrical closet)   

Removed two old Christmas trees for donation  

Repaired and painted preschool room window sills (color matched)   

Replaced damaged/leaking faucet tip in bread room (aerator)  

Installed door sweep on closet utility door in library (to help keep out cold air)  

Sealed gaps and holes in library utility closet with foam sealer  

Activated donation feature on new website   

Re-caulked around toilets and sinks in preschool bathrooms 

Replaced matts in hallway by Preschool rooms  

Removed social hall accordion door screws and springs that were sticking out   

Replaced women's bathroom toilet riser / fill valve 

Installed hymnal racks on shortened pews  

Cleaned accordion door in social hall 

Removed second door for both preschool bathrooms 

Repaired loose and bent kneeler brackets (about a dozen)  

Repaired preschool entrance motion detectors and lighting 

Painted preschool bathroom entrance doors and door frames 

Replaced carpet threshold between gathering area hall and Good Kids office 

Removed case by Preschool entrance and painted cinder block 

Installed temporary vinyl tile under urinals in men's preschool bathroom 

Organized office storage room; added four cabinets 

Tightened loose handles on church doors  

Replaced two exit signs per fire inspector in preparation for Family Promise 

Repaired roof leak in preschool hallway  

Repaired plumbing leak under kitchen sink 

Repaired trim and loose pin on baptismal font 

Hung decorative windows in preschool room 

Replaced or painted sections of ceiling tile due to water damage and heavy staining 

Installed stained glass pictures above Sanctuary doors 

Installed print drivers for Brenda's laptop  

Drafted write-up for May Congregation Meeting 

Removed bee's nest at top of exterior sanctuary window 

 

 



All Saints Day 

If you’d like to honor the memory of someone who 

passed away in 2017, please contact the church of-

fice by Monday, October 30.  The name of your 

loved one or friend will be listed in the bulletin for 

the  worship service on All Saints’ Day, Sunday, 

November 5.   

 

 

Redeemer Crisis Center 

Redeemer Crisis Center food bag packing will be 

on Friday, November 17 and Friday, December 

15.  You can either meet us at Redeemer at 6:00 

p.m. or meet at church at 5:15 p.m. to caravan 

over.  Enjoy a meal at 6:30 p.m. and begin pack-

ing at  7:00 p.m.  If you plan to help with this 

event, or have any questions, please contact Ryan 

Smarsh at 440-933-5202.   

Repaired and installed Preschool banner sign (new frame and hardware after wind storm)  

Washed upper sanctuary windows (external storm windows) 

Replaced missing brackets and screws on upper sanctuary windows (exterior storm windows) 

Trimmed bushes 

Added mulch to beds and filled in low spots in lawn 

Painted gas lines on roof 

Cut back tree limbs on east side of parking lot and in playground area 

Replaced missing gas line supports on roof 

Replaced damaged cement sidewalk pads and reduced step height at kitchen entrance 

Painted exterior housing on church sign lights 

Installed new paper towel dispensers in preschool restrooms 

Installed TV in preschool hallway (including brochure holders) 

Erected large canopy in garage  and confirmed all pieces exist and it's in working condition 

Installed new cabinet in day care room 

Improved water flow on slow drain in office bathroom sink 

Temporarily patched sides of the south parking entrance  

Updated flower bed between church office and kitchen entrance  

Added lighting for stained glass at sanctuary entrance 

Added storage racks for Lake Room closet 

Moved overflow chairs from social hall storage area to Lake Room 

Replaced shingles on garage 

Completed the upgrade of the phone system (including the need to be able to page and announce/

broadcast for emergency situations for the preschool) 

Replaced carbon monoxide detector 

Hung items in new 2 ½ year old preschool room (shelf, paper towel holder, mailbox, drying rack, file 

holder) 

Repaired broken light fixture above chancel choir loft 

Moved and installed new memorial board 

Painted exposed wood and peeling areas  on south side of garage 

Moved and installed wooden registry at welcome area 

Installed new lighting in hallway to highlight memorial boards 

 



Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

  

Congregation Council  

President:  Paul C 

Vice President: Kelly P 

Secretary:  Nadine C 

Treasurer:  Brenda C 

Property:  Rob N 

Finance:   Eric K  

   

Sunday School  

Nadine C 

  

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Dan I 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine C 

Brenda C 

Stacy J 

 

The Anchor 

Senior High Youth Group 

Heather N 

 

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob N  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

Worship & Music 

Joe G 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir:  Joe G 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany P 

  

Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan W 

Deborah Circle:   Quella C 

Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon D 

Martha Circle:  Anita H 

  

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  

Athena’s Restaurant 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline W - Chair 

 

Endowment Committee 

Chuck H - Chair 

  

OWLS 

(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

Harold and Karen W 

  

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura M – Chair 

  

Outreach 

Kelly K 

  

 

Family Promise 

Chuck H 

Eric M 

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator   

Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare  

Director   

Julie Skaggs 

 

 Saturday Service Music 

Joe G - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank L - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck H – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  

  
If your name, church group or 

committee is missing from this 

list, please contact the church  

office at 440-933-6263 or email 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 



He changes the times 
and the seasons. 

Daniel 2:21 

Worship  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation, adult and high school 

10:30 a.m. K– Grade 6 

CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


