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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

The Messenger 

 

 

A Word From Our Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Steeber 

I want you all to give me some 
feedback.  This request might seem 
simple at first, but I am going to 
want you to pray some before you 
give your immediate gut reaction to 
the question.  Are you ready for the question?  
(Note: If you are in fact ready for the question, con-
tinue reading and get ready to pray before you an-
swer.  On the other hand, if you are not ready for 
the question, please take a few moments to collect 
your thoughts and gather yourself.  I find that doing 
some deep-breathing helps me when I am out of 
sorts.  Also, there is a good chance that if you were 
not ready for the question when I first posed my in-
quiry, that you are now ready for it, since I took 
some time giving you instructions on how to ready 
yourself). 
 Here is the question: What is the one thing 
that you believe God is calling Christ Evangelical 
Lutheran Church to live out at the current moment?  
Now, acknowledge that you have an immediate re-
sponse that comes to your mind, and hold off on 
writing it down or committing it to memory to share 
with me later.  Pray.  Pray some more.  Finally, ei-
ther write down your answer or commit it to 
memory in order to share it with me in the near  
future. 

Continued on page 2 

Inside this issue 

1 Pastor’s Message 

2 Gospel In Action 

3 Properties Update 

3 ELCA Day of Service 

4 Benevolence Fund 

5 September Council 

Minutes 

8 Youth News 

9 Birthdays 

10 Staff and Volunteers 

11 Worship Assistants  

12 Fellowship Event 

12 Preschool Fundraiser 

Insert Calendar  

 

October 

2016 

Our Mission Statement 

Gospel in Action: 

“Caring for all God’s  

children, we shall serve 

God through worship, 

learning, and sharing.” 



2  

 But wait, you might need to pray some more, because there is a second part 
of the question that is quite significant.  Please recall the answer you came up with, 
and now include this requirement while you consider if you want to keep your ini-
tial answer: You will be expected to give financially and/or give of your personal 
time to make this ministry a reality…which means that lip service of any kind re-
garding what CELC should do will not be accepted.  For example, if I were to an-
swer that CELC needs to build an indoor playground to add to our pre-existing fa-
cility, then I would require that I would contribute both time and money to this en-
deavor.  If I am not willing to contribute both time and money, then I need to re-
think my answer. 

 Once you have sufficiently prayed about this and come up with an answer 
that you believe God has called you to provide, please either stop by the Church 
Office to give your answer, email or text me your answer, or write down your an-
swer to give to me on an upcoming weekend.  The reality of our mission together 
is this, we are called to be the Gospel in Action, but we must always remember that 
this calling is not one that can be achieved or lived out with our words and opin-
ions alone.  If we all work together, and walk the path to which God has called us, 
God will make our efforts fruitful. 

 Peace and All Good Things, 

 Pastor Jeff.  +  

Gospel in Action opportunity  
We will gather together on Friday, November 18 and again Friday, December 16 at 6 

p.m. to go to Redeemer Crisis Center Food Pantry.  We will meet at CELC at 5:15 p.m. 

and caravan (unless you would like to meet us there).   

 

Pizza dinner is  served at 6 p.m. and the actual packing starts at 7 p.m..  We are usually 

done around 8:30. p.m.  

Please contact Ryan Smarsh if you are interested in attending.  

 

For confirmands and mentors 
This would be a great service project to participate in together.   

Please contact  

Ryan Smarsh for more information. 
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Properties update 
 
Earlier in the year properties requested input regarding a variety of property items; 
maintenance matters, new requests, improvements, etc.  The items that scored in 
the top two groups based on feedback were listed and presented in a recent bulle-
tin.  We wanted to close the loop and circle back with what you said were top 
items.  The items were also grouped into short, mid, and longer term buckets.  Re-
member that other factors including sequencing, timing, cost, etc. often play a role 
when deciding what items go next.  Please touch base with Rob Nordman if there 
are items that speak to your heart and you would like to volunteer to “own” (i.e. to 
get it knocked off the list and completed in a shorter time frame).  Or, perhaps 
there are items that you would like to help defray the cost by donating to (over and 
above your normal giving). We will move items to the top of the to-do list if they 
get fully funded.     
 
We will look to begin putting together an overall properties design and vision doc-
ument to aid in future decisions and direction.  The goal will be to have a guiding 
document that acts as a comprehensive plan to help be a reference tool for the next 
three to five years.   

Rob Nordman 

 

September 11, 2016  

ELCA Day Service 

We had the blessing to work alongside Elyria 

Redeemer Lutheran, First Lutheran, and Lorain 

Christ Lutheran churches at Blessing House of 

Lorain. 

We worked inside and outside, painting, yard 

work, moving gravel, and baking cookies along 

with enjoying fellowship with the other church-

es.  

Blessing House helps give a safe place for chil-

dren to stay  in emergencies.  This was a great 

way to serve and fellowship! 
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BENEVOLENT GIVING 
 
Each year our congregation provides the ELCA a Statement of Intent concerning 
our pledge of support for the church. 
 
ELCA Mission Support 
 
In 2015, some 9,300 congregations provided the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America $1.65 billion in Mission Support. In 2016, Christ Evangelical Lutheran 
Church has pledged $18,000 of unrestricted giving to our Northeastern Ohio Synod 
which in turn sends some 51% of that amount to the ELCA. Our financial generos-
ity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support ena-
bles the ELCA to do God’s work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod 
can do alone. 
 
What is Mission Support? 
 
Mission Support is the portion of our congregation’s regular financial offering that 
is shared with our synod and the churchwide organization. It is undesignated gifts 
to the ELCA ministries that go beyond our congregation. They make it possible for 
the ELCA’s 65 synods and the church to maintain ongoing commitments to minis-
try partners.  
 
What guides the churchwide organization in its decisions regarding Mission 
Support? 
 
Voting members from across the ELCA meet as a churchwide assembly every three 
years to guide and direct the work of the churchwide organization. The ELCA 
Church Council functions as the interim legislative authority between assemblies. 
The churchwide organization’s strategic priorities include accompanying the nearly 
9,300 ELCA congregations as growing centers for evangelical mission and build-
ing the capacity of the church for evangelical witness and service in the world to 
alleviate poverty and to work for justice and peace. 

 Continued page 5 
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BENEVOLENT GIVING CONTINUED 

 
Who else does our church support through our Benevolent giving? 
 
Each year the congregation adopts specific goals for our benevolence sup-
port at the Fall congregation meeting. Members have expressed a desire to 
balance our giving from local to regional to international 
programs. For 2015, we provided a little more than 
$11,000 equally distributed between the agencies listed 
below: 

Community Resource Services in Avon Lake 
LOVE, Inc. in Lorain County 
Family Promise of Lorain County 
Lutheran World Relief 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

 
September 2016 
 
Attendance:  Pastor Steeber, Paul Culler, Rob Nordman, Brenda Crout, Mark 
Principe, Nadine Carlson 
 
Excused Absence:  Eric Klenz 
 
Guest:  Karen Lecorchick 
 
The meeting was called order by President Paul Culler at 6:30 PM and Pastor 
Steeber opened with prayer. 
 
In regard to the August minutes, two changes were discussed and accepted:  
under New Business, the word “give approval” was changed to “given approv-
al, and “discussion of staff member’s review” was changed to “discussion of 
Office Administrator’s review.” Mark Principe made the motion and Rob 
Nordman seconded to accept the August minutes with the changes. 
 
Paul Culler introduced and recommended Nadine Carlson to serve as council 
secretary.  Rob Nordman requested a vote and it was passed unanimously. 

Continued page 6 



6  

Guest’s Questions 
Karen Lecorchick asked several questions in regard to the check writing proce-
dures:  who is delegated to write checks; is there an amount limit that would not 
require Council’s approval?  These questions were addressed and Karen was satis-
fied with the procedures that are currently in place. 
Karen also inquired about the dedication of the candle snuffers.  Council felt this 
was a good idea and a date is being discussed. 
Recruitment for the Memorial Committee was discussed and it was suggested to 
wait until after the Fall services begin to approach the congregation. 
Karen also asked about the QuickBook (Servant Keeper) training for Brenda 
Crout and Heather Nordman.  It was explained that Brenda and Heather would be 
attending training for this new bookkeeping program. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Steeber once again moved his discussion on the “14 Questions” to Octo-
ber’s meeting since Mark, Eric and Nadine have not received a copy of the ques-
tions. 
Pastor also brought up the topic of youth Christian education.  He referenced his 
article in the recent newsletter stating that more financial support is needed for 
youth programs.  Council members agreed with Pastor’s concern and further dis-
cussion will be made in this regard. 
 
Vice President’s Report 
Mark Principe updated Council on his new personnel program.  He is expected to 
meet with the Personnel Committee sometime in September. 
 
President’s Report 
Paul Culler suggested a Sunday in November (before Thanksgiving) to remind the 
congregation about endowment. There will also be a Sunday in November dedi-
cated to World Hunger which is supported by benevolence offerings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued page 7 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Brenda Crout submitted an abbreviated summary of the Treasurer’s Report: 
 
August Income: 
Contributions:  $16,051.00 
Other (non-contribution income such as rent from Good Kids and Preschool Re-
imbursements):  $1,972.00 
Total income for August:  $18,023.00 
 
Expenses:  $22,618.00 
 
Income to Date:  $173,683.00 
Expenses to Date:  $166,194.00 
 
Finance Report 
n/a 
 
Property Report 
Rob Nordman shared some suggestions for the Interior Design Studio updates.  
One suggestion was adding Welcome Desks for Sundays and another Welcome 
Desk for the daycare and preschool.  Council thought this was a good idea and 
further discussion will follow. 
Rob also advised there was poor response to the flyer that was inserted in the Sun-
day bulletin requesting volunteers to help with several “sprucing up” items for the 
church.  A few suggestions were made and another attempt at recruiting volun-
teers will follow. 
Snow removal suggestions for the sidewalks and entrances to the church and edu-
cation area were also discussed. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
n/a 
 
Other Business 
Brenda brought up the subject that the new Fall hours for service and Sunday 
school were incorrect in the newsletter.  The Fall 10:30 a.m. service will begin on 
Sept. 11 and Sunday school will begin on Sept. 18 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
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All CELC students grades 7– 12 

Parent and student informational meeting, for both ASP 2017 and  

Houston 2018, will held on Sunday, Oct 9 at 7:30. 

We look forward to sharing all that our youth are planning to do! 

2017 

THE ANCHOR, Christ Evangelical  
Lutheran's high school youth group, 

meets on Sunday mornings (2nd and 4th Sun-
day of each month) at CELC.  For more infor-

mation, please contact   
 

Heather Nordman at  celc@centurytel.net  
or 440.933.6263 

 
**Sign up for Remind 101 by texting 

@celcyg to the number 81010 

 Check out our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/CELCYG/?
hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf 

mailto:celc@centurytel.net
https://www.facebook.com/CELCYG/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/CELCYG/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf


9  

 Name       Date 
     

Christy B   1   

Nita R   1  

 

Carol M   2 

 

Sydney C   4 

Mark S   4 

 

Cathy M   5 

 

Madeline W  6 

Janice L   6 

 

Anita H   11 

 

Barbara R   12  

 

Mike P   14 

Randi S   14 

* If we have missed your birthday or the date is incorrect, please contact the 

church office so we may update our records.  Thank you. 

 Name        Date 

 

Betty L   18 

Dominic R   18 

 

Owen I   19 

 

Johanna M   20 

Brad M   20 

 

Kim M   22 

Austin S   22 

 

Frank M   23  

Joanne P   23 

 

Paul C   30 

 

Bethany P   31 

Russ R   31 

CELC wishes all our October babies a very blessed birthday! 
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CELC Staff 
Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 
Office Admin: Heather Nordman 
Organist:  Randi Smarsh 
Custodian:   Bill Higgins 
 
Congregation Council  
President:  Paul Culler 
Vice President:  Mark Principe 
Secretary:  Nadine Carlson  
Treasurer:  Brenda Crout 
Property:  Rob Nordman 
Finance:   Eric Klenz  
 
Ministry Team Leaders 
Education & Youth: 
Melissa Steele– Steeber 
Christina Mars  
 
Sunday School 
Each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
K– 2nd 
Nadine Carlson 
3rd-4th 
Amy Klenz and Chris Owens  
5th-6th 
Kelly Kacenjar and Heather  
Nordman 
 
First Communion  
Pastor Jeff 
 
Confirmation Class 

Brad Pearce 
Daniel Ingraham 
Pastor Jeff 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Stacy Jantz  
Brenda Crout 
 
Youth Group 
Heather Nordman 
 
 
 
 

Worship & Music 
 Joe Guthman 
 
Music Ministry 
Bell Choir:  Joe Guthman 
Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany Pearce 
 
Circles 
Anna Circle:  Jan Wunderle 
Deborah Circle:  Quella Colum-
baro 
Lydia/Naomi Circle: Sharon Da-
vidson 
Martha Circle:  Anita Hlava 
 
Men’s Bible Study 
Meets each Saturday at 6:30 a.m. 
at  
Athena’s Restaurant 
 
Prayer Chain 
Arline Walters - Chair 
 
Endowment Committee 
Chuck Heindrichs - Chair 
 
Family Promise 
Chuck Heindrichs 
Eric Mohney  
 
OWLS 
(Older ,Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 
Harold and Karen Wagner 
 

Bread Baker 
Deac. Anne Paine– Chair  
 
Welcoming Team 
Barb McCain – Chair 
 
Outreach 
Kelly Kacenjar 

Mission Trip 
Rob Nordman  
Pastor Jeff 
 
Saturday Service 
Joe Guthman – 1st Sat. of 
month  
Praise Band—2nd Sat. of 
month 
Frank Lee - 3rd Sat. of 
month  
Chuck Heindrichs – 4th & 5th 
Sat. of month  
 
CELC Preschool  
Administrator   
 Teri Pienoski 
  
Good Kids Childcare  
Director   
Julie Skaggs 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If your name,  church group 
or committee is missing from 

this list, please contact 
Heather in the church office. 

at 440-933-6263 or email 
celc@centurytel.net 

Thank you! 
 

mailto:celc@centurytel.net
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio  44012 

440-933-6263 

  

celc@centurytel.net 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

  

Worship Opportunities 

Sunday school at 9:30am 

Holy Worship at 10:30am 

 

Saturday Worship at 5:00pm 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

Help support our church preschool 
 
Christ Lutheran Preschool is holding their Stoller Pastry fundraiser 
from now until October 6, 2016.  Please stop by the office to pick up an 
order form.  All money must be turned it at time of placing order.  If 
you have any questions contact Terri Pienoski at 440-933-6714. 
 

Save the date for cookie decorating 
 

The annual Advent cookie decorating and potluck adventure has been sched-
uled.  The event has been planned for after the church service on Sunday, De-
cember 4. Watch for further details and sign ups in the newsletter, bulletin, and 
in the Gathering Area. 


