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A word from Pastor 

Jeff Steeber.  

Have you ever heard a song whose lyrics resonated so 
completely with you that you felt as if the author had 
read your mind? Have you ever seen a movie that had a 
character or storyline that seemed plucked from your 
life? I was recently given a book by a good colleague of 
mine, and as soon as I started reading it I thought, “This 
book is too real. I’ve lived this book.” I’m now taking 
the opportunity to share this book with the congregation. 
I am curious as to how closely it might speak to the 
members of CELC. So, you are faithfully invited to   
participate in this new book study, which will meet on 
Monday nights, from 7-8:15 p.m. The class will begin 
on October 15, and run weekly through November 19. If 
you are interested, please find the sign up sheet in the 
church narthex. The required book for the class costs 
$10. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Jeff Steeber  



 

As some of you may know, October is Pastor appreciation month.  Let us join together and offer 

words of encouragement and thankfulness to our very own, Pastor Jeff.  You can do this by writing 

a letter, sending him an email or text, or any other way you see fit.  It would be wonderful if       

everyone could make a point to say thank you for his time and service.   

New book study with Pastor Jeff.  

Order your book today and join 

this class and explore how the 

book may be talking to you. 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2018 
Draft version.  Minutes not officially approved until the following Congregation Council meeting. 

 
Present:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Dave Paine, Kelly Pedersen, Eric Klenz, Rob Nordman and Nadine Carlson 
Absent:  Brenda Crout 
Quorum was met. 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Dave Paine at 12:02 p.m. and opened with prayer. 
Motion:  Accept minutes of the August 12, 2018 Congregation Council Meeting 
Motioned by  Rob Nordman 
Seconded by:  Eric Klenz 
Motion passed. 
 
Vice President’s Report 
Met with several staff members to review job responsibilities.  Drafts of contracts will be provided throughout the process.  Melissa 
Steele-Steeber accepted the Family Fellowship Coordinator position. 
Preschool started with 92 children attending.  Discussed asking the congregation for more assistance. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Summary of August’s income: 
Contributions: 
 E Giving $ 7,482.00 
 Regular  $11,413.00 
Total Contributions: $18,895.00 
Budget Monthly:          $18,049.00 
Miscellaneous:  $  1,988.00 
Total Income:  $20,883.00 
 
Expenses:  $23,708.00 
Budget Monthly:          $20,230.00 
Discussion pertaining to the additional responsibilities of the payroll bookkeeper.  Will meet with her and discuss what duties she 
was originally willing to cover.  Eric Klenz will take over defining her duties. 
 
Property Report 
General maintenance items were addressed during the month.  Several quotes for various flooring plans were received.  There will 
be further discussion with individuals directly involved with planning, then will be presented to the congregation.  Custodial       
coverage for cleaning was also addressed. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Monthly responsibilities were forthcoming.  Continued with the visioning with  the assistance of Canoeing the Mountains by Tod 
Bolsinger.   
 
Other Business 

Congregation Council Meetings are set for the third (3rd) Sunday of the month after worship 
Discussed approaching certain members to be rotational parish nurses.  Article for the newsletter for volunteers. 
Summer Market—action to be taken moved to next month’s meeting 
Stewardship—Building Fund—tabled until next month’s meeting 
Budget—Audit of Payroll—Support for future church events—tabled until next month’s meeting 
Endowment Sunday in February—tabled until next month’s meeting 

 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Motioned by:  Pastor Steeber 
Seconded by: Kelly Pedersen 
Motion passed. 
 
President Dave Paine adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m. and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Next council meeting will be Sunday, October 21, 2018, after Sunday service. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nadine Carlson 
Secretary 



 

October Birthdays 

Christy B   1 

Carol M   2 

Sydney C   4 

Mark S    4 

Cathy M   5 

Madeline W   6 

Ken D    9 

Anita H 11 

Barbara R 12 

Mike P  14 

Randi S 14 

Jonah F 16 

Bill H Sr. 16 

Owen I  19 

Johanna M 20 

Kim M  22 

Austin S 22 

Frank M 23 

Joanne P 23 

Paul C  30 

Bethany P 31 

Russ Roth 31 

Congregation News 

╬ CELC is putting together a team for the Gritty City 5K and 1 Mile 2018 event presented by          
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry on Saturday, October 13. For more information, or to sign up, contact 
Ryan Smarsh, Lisa Scheer, or Melissa Ingraham. 

 

╬ Endowment Committee grant applications for money   available from the ELCA Endowment Fund 
are now available. A total of up to $4,872 will be dispersed. The breakdown is $3,932 for Christian      
Education purposes and $940 other General fund    purposes. Applications and instructions are posted on 
the hall  bulletin board. All completed applications should be forwarded to the Endowment Committee 
mailbox in the office no later than October 15.  If there are any questions regarding this, please contact 
Chuck Heindrichs at 440-933-7654 or by email at   chuckheindrichs@oh.rr.com.  

╬ The modesty panels were removed as planned and noted in our last 
couple congregation meetings. Thank you to those who helped make this 
possible.  

 

On another front, we are in the process of getting a quote for tile in    
sanctuary in case the congregation would like to pursue this option.  As 
you may recall, we have a choice to either 1) move the pews to address 
the spacing and then circle back around at a later point to update the tiles 
(e.g. one, five, or ten years from now); or 2) move the pews to address 
spacing and take advantage of this window to address updating the tiles 
at the same time.  I recently talked to a flooring company who             
recommended one of three options:   

 • Cover the existing tiles with similar tiles of modern            
manufacture (similar to what is in the preschool hallways) 

 

•  Cover the existing tiles with carpet tiles (these are common in 
many commercial buildings) 

 

•  Cover the existing tiles with tile planks (think of these like 
hardwood planks except they are tile) 

  

In all cases, we can figure out color, pattern, etc. at a later time. At this 
point in time we just need to know which of the three options is preferred 
because it will change the amount we need to ask for in a mini-capital 
campaign.   

 

Please reach out to Ryan Smarsh if you have thoughts regarding what 
option you may prefer.  He is our acting single point of contact to help 
gather feedback. Once we have a preferred option will get a quote and 
ask the church if they would like to donate to cover the cost.      

 

Rob Nordman, Property 

mailto:chuckheindrichs@oh.rr.com


 

Directory Update 

 An updated 2019 church directory will be 

available December 1, 2018.  Please send in 

any updated information to the church office 

by October 31.  For more information please 

contact the church office. 

Congregation News 

Family Fellowship Event 

Please join us for a Behind-the-Scenes tour 
of Playhouse Square on Saturday, October 27 
at 11:00 a.m.  Those who want to carpool can 
meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. The tour 
lasts 90 minutes, and all ages are welcome. 
Cost is $5 per person, and financial           
assistance is available to cover the 
cost.  Please reserve your spot before October 
15 by emailing,  texting, or calling Melissa 
Steele-Steeber at mtsteeber@gmail.com or 
440-241-7715. 

Family Promise 

The Board of Family Promise of Lorain County has spent the last several months working 
through financial difficulties and other challenges facing the organization. A national Family 
Promise representative was brought in August and met with staff, the Board and church         
coordinators to develop a strategic plan going forward. The meeting did not receive the support 
that was anticipated. 

There are currently no families in the program and referrals are not being accepted. The Board 
has recently announced that that October hosting dates for churches have been suspended. This 
impacts our church as our scheduled host week of October 7 has been suspended. 

As noted in a recent email from the Board President to church coordinators; 

“We continue to diligently work and develop a plan that encompasses the future of Family 
Promise which preserves our goal of helping homeless children and their families obtain        
independence.  We have met with many community agencies which do or will have a stake in 
the future of Family Promise.” 

Eric Mohney and Chuck Heindrichs wish to take this opportunity to thank so many of you over 
the years for your support in making this a very successful Outreach program for our church. 

mailto:mtsteeber@gmail.com


 
Christian Ed News 

 

 

 

 

CELC Youth Group  

upcoming dates 

 

 

The Harbor 

Youth Group 

Grades 2-6 

Meeting on the 2nd Sunday of each month after 

church, 11:45-1:15 p.m. 

 

10/14 Harbor 11:45-1:15 p.m. 

10/19 Harbor Lock-In 7-11p.m. 

10/21 Youth Sponsored Trunk or Treat 

 

 

The Anchor 

Youth Group 

Grades 7-12 

Meeting on the 2nd Sunday of each month 

from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

 

10/13 Gritty City 5K everyone is encouraged to 

join the CELC team! 

10/14 Anchor Worship Assistants 10:30 a.m. 

10/14 Anchor 4-6:30 p.m. 

10/20 Anchor Lock In  7 p.m.-9:15 a.m. 

10/21 Youth Sponsored Trunk or Treat 

 

 

Contact Heather Nordman for more  

information at  

celcyouth1@gmail.com. 

Find us on Instagram at CELCYouth.  

 

╬ Now open to our toddler age group is a    
Sunday school class being held in room B5 from 
9:15-10:15 a.m. each Sunday.  This class is    
structured to involve both parent and child        
exploring together.  Similar to “Parent and Me” 
classes, ours has the added blessing of getting to 
socialize with other parents for an hour. 

 

╬ The nursery, found in room C9, will be open 
during the worship service, manned by different 
high school students on a rotating basis.  Feel free 
to drop your child off or stay with them for the 
duration of the service.  We welcome and enjoy 
children in the sanctuary making noise as they 
worship with us so please don’t feel you need to 
use the nursery.  However, we want to make it 
available on a weekly basis for those times when 
you feel you need to step away for a moment or 
two. 



 
Welcome to Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

CELC Staff 

Pastor:  Jeff Steeber 

Office Admin: Heather Nordman 

Organist:  Randi Smarsh 

Custodian:   Bill Higgins 

  

Congregation Council  

President:  Dave Paine 

Vice President: Kelly Pedersen 

Secretary:  Nadine Carlson  

Treasurer:  Brenda Crout 

Property:  Rob Nordman 

Finance:   Eric Klenz  

   

Sunday School  

September-April 

 

First Communion  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

  

Confirmation Class 

September-April 

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Nadine Carlson 

Brenda Crout 

Stacy Jantz  

  

The Harbor Youth Group 

Heather Nordman 

 

The Anchor Youth Group 

Heather Nordman 

  

Youth Mission Trip 

Rob Nordman  

Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

Worship & Music 

Joe Guthman 

  

Music Ministry 

Bell Choir: Joe Guthman 

Sanctuary Choir:  Bethany Pearce 

 Circles 

Anna Circle:  Jan Wunderle 

Deborah Circle:   Quella Columbaro 

Lydia/Naomi Circle:  

Sharon Davidson 

Martha Circle:  Anita Hlava 

 

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Saturday’s at 6:30 a.m. at  Athena’s 

  

Prayer Chain 

Arline Walters - Chair 

  

Endowment Committee 

Chuck Heindrichs - Chair 

   

Nominating Committee 

Pastor Jeff Steeber – Chair 

  

Preschool Board 

Laura Musat – Chair 

   

Family Promise 

Chuck Heindrichs 

Eric Mohney  

 

CELC Preschool  

Administrator:  Teri Pienoski 

  

Good Kids Childcare 

Director:  Julie Skaggs 

   

Saturday Service Music 

Joe Guthman - 1st Saturday 

Praise Band - 2nd Saturday 

Frank Lee - 3rd Saturday 

Chuck Heindrichs – 4th & 5th Saturday 

  
If your name, church group or committee is missing 

from this list, please contact the church  office at  

440-933-6263 or email celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 



CELC Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

440-933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com 

www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

 

Fall Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday school for all ages 

9:15 a.m. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


