
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

April 12, 2018 
Draft version.  Minutes not officially approved until the following Congregation Council meeting. 

 

PRESENT:  Pastor Jeff Steeber, Kelly Pedersen (late), Brenda Crout, Rob Nordman, Eric Klenz (late) and Nadine 

Carlson 

GUESTS:  Laura and George Shepherd, Karen Lecorchick 

Quorum was met. 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Steeber at 6:34 PM and opened with prayer. 

Motion:  Accept minutes of the March Congregation Council meeting 

Motioned by:  Brenda Crout 

Seconded by:  Rob Nordman 

Motion passed. 
 

Guest Presentation: 

Laura Shepherd, the mother of a Boy Scout who participates in a troop that uses CELC for their meetings shared her 

thoughts on ADA compliance.  Laura has two sons, George (age 3) and Thomas (age 10). George accompanied Laura to 

the meeting.  Both boys have SMA (Spinal Muscular Atrophy) and use wheelchairs. Laura explained the symptoms and 

progression of the disease.  When asked what she thought were the most important accommodations for her children, she 

mentioned two that are at the top of her list.  

1. Bathroom accessibility.  Both boys need the use of a changing table when using the restroom; however, the 

changing tables provided in most restrooms cannot hold a 10-year-old.  In addition, she noticed that the bathroom 

doors in CELC are heavy and difficult to open for someone in a wheelchair.  The paper towel dispensers are also 

too high for a young child in a wheelchair to reach.   

2. Automatic door openers. The pads would need to be low enough for a child to reach, and located away from the 

door opening and the wall.   

She touched on several other points: Provide an outer chair in the wheelchair space in the sanctuary, allowing a parent to 

sit on each side of the child’s wheelchair; Level the cement pads outside of exit doors so wheelchairs are not caught on the 

threshold; Provide enough room to accommodate an individual in a wheelchair if he or she is serving as a communion 

assistant; Provide parking spaces for side-entry handicap vans. 

 

Pastor’s Report 
Prior to the meeting, Pastor Steeber provided Congregation Council members with criteria to follow for future meetings.  

The criteria read in part: “…only reports that are provided to the entire council with at least 48 hours for personal review 

will be placed on the agenda.  This practice will ensure that our time at council meetings will be used more efficiently.  

Reports are to be read prior to the meeting, and only items from each report which require discussion or vote will be 

discussed at our meetings.  The standard for our meetings is to have all necessary business conducted and completed 

within a two-hour framework (with extending circumstances being the exception).  If business need to extend beyond two 

hours of our regular meeting time, council will be advised to table all business, and determine a future date to settle all 

tabled business items." 

Motion:  To accept the new criteria for Congregation Council meetings. 

Motioned by: Pastor Steeber 

Seconded by:  Rob Nordman 

Motion Passed 
Pastor Steeber shared an article from Alban Institute at Duke Divinity School, Cleaning Up Bad Communication Habits 

(adapted from Healthy Disclosure:  Solving Communication Quandaries in Congregations, copyright 2007, the Alban 

Institute).   

Motion:  To accept the new communication format at Congregation Council meetings. 

Motioned by:  Pastor Steeber 

Seconded by:  Kelly Pedersen 

Motion Passed 

Pastor Steeber also continued to facilitate a summary discussion of Tod Bolsinger’s Canoeing the Mountains, which he 

began leading at the February Congregation Council meeting. 

 

 



 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Summary of March’s Income: 

Contributions: 

 E-Giving $  7,482 

 Regular  $12,907 

Total Contributions: $20,389 

Budget Monthly: $18,049 

Miscellaneous:  $  2,475 

Total Income:  22,864 

 

Expenses:  $17,516 

Budget Monthly: $20,230 

 

Property Report 
Rob Nordman reported on repairs and maintenance for March 

Motion:  To use up to $6000 from the Building Fund to permanently repair the roof 

Motioned by: Rob Nordman 

Seconded by:  Pastor Steeber 

Motion Passed 

 

Other Business 
Baccalaureate service will be held at Avon Lake Presbyterian Church on Friday, June 1, 2018, at 7:00 PM. 

 

Motion:  To adjourn the meeting 

Motioned by: Eric Klenz  

Seconded by:  Kelly Pedersen 

Motion Passed 
 

Vice President Kelly Pedersen adjourned the meeting at 8:34 PM and the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next Congregation Council Meeting will be on Thursday, May 3, 2018, at 6:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Nadine Carlson 

Secretary 


