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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG:    Lift High the Cross      ELW 660 

Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

Verse 1 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

Verse 2 

All newborn servants of the Crucified 

bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

 

Verse 3 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

 

Verse 4 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 

Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Loving God, 

C: We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 

spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 

have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 

thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give us a fresh 

start, so that we can live again as your children.  Amen. 

 



P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  ELW 803 

Verse 1 

When I survey the wondrous cross  

On which the prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but  

Loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Verse 2 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

Verse 3 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down.   

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Verse 4 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.     
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  O God,   

C: The strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the 

things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



LESSON: 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12 

P: The lesson is from 1 Corinthians, the 2
nd

 chapter. 

 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 

of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among 

you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in 

fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with 

plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so 

that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6Yet 

among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of 

the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, 

secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the 

rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 

human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”10these 

things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except 

the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s 

except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by 

God.  

 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:13-20 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 

be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven. 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from 

the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 



these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

                                                                  

SONG OF THE DAY:     The Lord is my Song  ELW 751 

(Sing three times)   

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God. 

The Lord is my song, the Lord is my praise: God, well spring of life.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

  
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you come 

forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the singing of 

“Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or stand next to 

the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. Communion is by 

intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread into the cup – then consume the body and blood 

of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS  

P: Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and 

healing.  Eternal God, you are one-in-three and three-in-one. Strengthen the 

ministry of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 

Solidify ecumenical partnerships as they work to break the bonds of injustice and 

let the oppressed go free. Hear us, O God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Send relief where storms and floods overwhelm. Provide shelter and safe habitat 

for all creatures. Protect seeds and bulbs for the spring and fall harvest. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Ignite the nations with the flame of your justice. Enlighten the leaders of the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank with your wisdom; guide 

government officials to seek economic justice in their communities. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Comfort the afflicted, compassionate God. Accompany all who wait on death 

row. Reconcile families torn apart by crime or addiction. Heal the brokenhearted, 

the newly diagnosed, and all who suffer especially... Hear us, O God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Fill those who form the faith of others with insight and energy. Multiply the fruit 

of their labor. Grow disciples eager to feast on your living word and embody it each 

day. Hear us, O God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: We thank you for all the saints who dared to shine with the light of Christ. 

Compel us to shine freely and witness to your abundant grace each day. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

P: Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   

LORD'S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG:       Jesus, Lamb of God       WP 76 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat         
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COMMUNION 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



BLESSING   

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with 

one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:     Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 

Verse 1  

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, the people of God from this 

dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended the fruits of this service in all who 

believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, shall blossom in action for 

God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us to work for your kingdom and 

answer your call. 

 

Verse 2 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, the tasks of our ev'ryday life we 

will face— 

our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, embracing God's children, the whole 

human race. 

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; unite us as one in this life 

that we share. 

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving give honor to Christ and his 

name that we bear. 
 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

          

DISMISSAL 

 

P: Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace.  Remember the Poor!  Thanks be to 

God! 
 



From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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