
 
 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG “Across the Lands” 

You’re the Word of God the Father 

From before the world began. 

Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet 

Has been fashioned by Your hand. 

All creation holds together 

By the power of Your voice. 

Let the skies declare Your glory; 

Let the land and seas rejoice! 

 

Refrain 

You’re the Author of creation; 

You’re the Lord of ev’ry man; 

And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 

 

Yet You left the gaze of angels, 

Came to seek and save the lost, 

And exchanged the joy of heaven 

For the anguish of a cross. 

With a prayer You fed the hungry; 

With a word You calmed the sea; 

Yet how silently You suffered 

That the guilty may go free!   Refrain 

 

With a shout You rose victorious, 

Wresting vict’ry from the grave, 

And ascended into heaven, 

Leading captives in Your way. 

Now You stand before the Father, 

Interceding for Your own; 

From each tribe and tongue and nation, 

You are leading sinners home!”  Refrain 
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INVOCATION             ELW pg.94 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG “Forever” 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For he is good; he is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

 

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever, forever!   

        

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For he is good; he is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

 

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever!   

        

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever, forever!   

Forever!  
Text and music: Chris Tomlin ©2001 worshiptogether.com songs  sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI 2032159 

  

  



 
 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.           

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 

Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 

the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

LESSON   1 JOHN 4:7-21 

P: The lesson is from 1 John, the 4
th

 chapter. 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. 
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 
10

In this is love, not that we loved God but 

that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Beloved, 

since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12

No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
13

By 

this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 

of the world. 
15

God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 

abide in God. 
16

So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  God is 

love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17

Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18

There is no fear in love, but perfect love 

casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 

perfection in love. 
19

We love because he first loved us. 
20

Those who say, “I love 

God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 

or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21

The 

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 
L: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 



 
 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL    JOHN 15:1-8         

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vineg rower. 

2
He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make 

it bear more fruit. 
3
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 

you. 
4
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 
5
I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away 

like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 
7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you. 
8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “Ancient Words” 

Holy words long preserved 

For our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart, 

O, let the ancient words impart; 

Words of life, words of hope, 

Give us strength help us cope; 

In this world where'er we roam, 

Ancient words will guide us home. 

 

 

 



 
 

Refrain 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me, changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, 

O, let the ancient words impart.  

 

Holy words of our faith 

Handed down to this age, 

Came to us through sacrifice; 

O, heed the faithful words of Christ; 

Holy words long preserved  

For our walk in this world. 

They resound with God’s own heart. 

O, let the ancient words impart! Refrain 

 

O, let the ancient words impart. 
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NICENE CREED            ELW pg. 152 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 



 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.   
 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS  

P: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence 

 

P: For ministries that nurture faith formation. For missionaries and Bible study 

leaders. For those who are seeking, questioning, or curious. For seminarians, campus 

ministers, and the newly baptized, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For the beauty and health of the earth. For vineyards and orchards, groves and 

plains. For rain forests and arctic tundra. For volcanoes and mountains, hills and 

valleys. For oceans deep and rivers wide, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For spears to be beat into pruning hooks. For harsh words to be reformed into 

loving speech. For bombs and sniper attacks to cease. For justice and peace in every 

land, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: For homeless youth and rejected children. For isolated grandparents and lonely 

nursing home residents. For the shamed, the slighted, and the disregarded members 

of our communities. For all the sick (especially), let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

 



 
 

P: For all who live with post-traumatic stress disorder and postpartum depression. 

For all who struggle with eating disorders and anorexia. For all who suffer in silence 

and all who suffer alone, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: In thanksgiving for all the mystics and theologians who live eternally with you. 

For those we mourn and those we would rather forget. For the kingdom on earth to be 

as it is in heaven, let us pray. 

C: Have mercy, O God. 
P: We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

      

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD'S PRAYER            ELW pg. 154 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
LAMB OF GOD   “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.   Repeat   

  

COMMUNION   

 

 



 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray.  

C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 

people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show 

your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING         

P: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty 

God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   “As You Go On Your Way” 

As you go on your way may Christ go with you. 

May he go before you to show you the way; 

May he go behind you to encourage you; 

Beside you to befriend you; 

Above you to watch over; 

Within you to give you peace.  
Used by permission. Copyright 1990 John Ylvisaker, P.O. Box 321, Waverly, Iowa 50677. (319) 352-4396. 

DISMISSAL              

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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