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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through worship, learning, and sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved.  Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG    Blessed Assurance 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

 Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

 born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain 

 This is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior, all the day long: 

 this is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

 visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

 angels descending bring from above 

 echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

 I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

 watching and waiting, looking above, 

 filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

    

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 

bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 



SONG       Fairest Lord Jesus 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature 

O Thou of God and Man the Son 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor 

Thou my soul’s glory, joy and crown 

 

Fair are the meadows, fairer the woodlands 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring 

Jesus is fairer. Jesus is purer 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing 

 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight 

And all the twinkling stary host 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels heaven can boast 

 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations 

Son of God and Son of Man 

Glory and honor, praise adoration 

Now and forever more be thine 

 

  The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON   1 PETER 1:17-23 

P: The lesson is from 1 Peter, the 1
st
 chapter. 

17
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 

deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
18

You know that you were 

ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 

things like silver or gold, 
19

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 

without defect or blemish. 
20

He was destined before the foundation of the world, but 

was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21

Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 

hope are set on God. 
22

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to 

the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 

heart. 
23

You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, 

through the living and enduring word of God. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

The congregation is invited to stand 



GOSPEL   LUKE 24:13-35         

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
13

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary 

Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, 
14

and talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 
15

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

went with them, 
16

but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17

And he said to 

them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 

still, looking sad. 
18

Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 

you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?” 
19

He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 

things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before 

God and all the people, 
20

and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 
21

But we had hoped that he was the one to 

redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 

place. 
22

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 

early this morning, 
23

and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 

told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24

Some 

of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; 

but they did not see him.” 
25

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 
26

Was it not necessary 

that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 
27

Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 

himself in all the scriptures. 
28

As they came near the village to which they were 

going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
29

But they urged him strongly, saying, 

“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 

went in to stay with them. 
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 

blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31

Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32

They said to each other, “Were 

not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?” 
33

That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 
34

They 

were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 
35

Then they 

told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread. 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 



 The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON              Pastor Jeff Steeber 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY    Jesus, Calls Us Over the Tumult 

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 

Of our life’s restless sea 

Day by day His clear voice sounding 

Saying, Christian follow me 

 

As of old Saint Andrew heard it 

By the Galilenan lake 

Turn from home and toil and kindred 

Leaving all for Christian sake 

 

Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world’s golden shore 

From each idol that would keep us saying 

Christian love me more 

 

In our joys and in our sorrows,  

Days of toil and hours of ease 

Still He calls in cares and pleasures,  

Christian love me more that these 

 

Jesus calls us by your mercy 

Savior may we hear your call 

Give us hearts to your obedience 

Serve and love You best of all.  

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRESENTATION FOR CONFIRMATION  

The mentor will present the confirmand. 
 

M: I present Drew, who desires to make public affirmation of his/her baptism. 
 

P: Merciful God, we thank you for this brothers in Christ, whom you have made 

your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called him to yourself, 

enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished him in the community 

of faith.  Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the 

hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.  We ask this in the name of 

Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to 

hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of 

God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of 

Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

The confirmand responds: 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray 

for them in their life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Those making affirmation, will be called up to the altar rail with their family and 

mentor, kneel. The pastor prays for God's blessing. 
 

(Drew Fournier)  
 

P: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 

The pastor, the parents and the mentor lay both hands on the head of the confirmand 

and say: 
 

Stir up in Drew the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 

spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the 

congregation addresses the assembly. 

 

P: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. Amen! 

 

 The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 



Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread 

into the cup – then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS  

P: Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.    A brief silence 

P: We pray for the church. Remove all that hinders us from sharing your love. Raise 

up faithful preachers and teachers to lead your people. Heal our divisions. Unite us at 

your table. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the earth. Protect animals whose environments are endangered. Bring 

bountiful sunshine and sufficient rainfall for fields, pastures, and orchards. Bless 

those whose labors bring food to our tables. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For the nations. Give all leaders wisdom and courage to work for the common 

good. Strengthen disaster relief workers, peacemakers, and all whose contributions to 

society go unnoticed. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For those in need. Draw near to those who have lost hope. Provide food for the 

hungry and shelter for those who need safe housing. Comfort the grieving and heal 

the sick, especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: For this assembly. Empower our ministries of outreach and hospitality. Strengthen 

the newly baptized and those who mentor them. Bless those who set the table for the 

holy meal. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith. Bring us with them 

to the fullness of your glory with all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 

prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG         Jesus, Lamb of God   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION 

 

BLESSING   

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING SONG      Be Bold, Be Strong 
Be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with you. 

Be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with you.  

Do not be afraid, do not be dismayed.  

Walk in faith and victory, walk in faith and victory, 

Walk in faith and victory, for the Lord your God is with you.  
©1984 Word Music, Inc.  

Text and music:  Morris Chapman 
CCLI License No. 2032159 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

SERMON NOTES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc@centurytel.net  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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