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ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 
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WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  

All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The 

table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and 

wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, 

Holy Communion can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to 

receive a blessing, you are encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape 

juice are available for those with dietary needs. If you have questions about the 

sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the Christian faith, you are 

invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING SONG    Wings of a Dove 

When troubles surround us, when evils come 

The body grows weak and the spirit grows numb 

When these things beset us, He doesn’t forget us 

He sends down His love on the wings of a dove 

 

Refrain 
On the wings of a snow-white dove 

He sends His pure sweet love 

A sign from above 

On the wings of a dove 

 

When Noah had drifted on the flood many days 

He searched for land in various ways 

Troubles, he had some, but he was not forgotten 

He sent down His love on the wings of a dove Refrain 

 

When Jesus went down to the water that day 

He was baptized in the usual way 

And when it was done, God blessed his son 

He sent down his love on the wings of dove  Refrain  

 

‘Twas a sign from above 

On the wings of a dove  

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who brings us safely through the sea, 

who gives us water from the rock, who leads us into the land of milk and honey. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us come home to God, confessing our sin.  Merciful Father, 

C: We have sinned against heaven and before you. We do not fully live as your 

sons and daughters. We use your gifts to our own ends. Forgive us and restore 

us, that we may resist all that draws us away from you, and be at peace with one 

another.  Amen. 
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P: We are reconciled to God through Christ; for his sake, God does not count our 

trespasses against us. Once dead in sin, we are now alive to God. Once lost, we now 

are found. God clothes you in the finest robe of all, the righteousness of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, forgiving you all your sins and making of you a new creation. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG     Power of the Blood 

Would you be free from the burdens of sin? 

There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you o’er evil a victory win? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood 

 

Refrain 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the blood of the lamb 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the precious blood of the lamb 

 

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Come for cleansing to Calvary’s tide? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 

 

Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood   Refrain 

 

Would you service for Jesus your king? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you live daily his praises to sing? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 

mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 

victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM 

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death 

and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one 

body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission 

for the life of the world. 

Sponsors present the candidate: 

 

S: We present Peyton Alba Gerber for baptism. 

 

The minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who are not 

able to answer for themselves: 
 

P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have your child baptized into Christ? 

F & M: We do. 

P: As you bring Peyton to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of 

God and the holy supper, teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and 

prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and peace.  Do you 

promise to help Peyton grow in the Christian faith and life? 

F & M: We do.   

The minister addresses sponsors: 

 

P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Peyton in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 
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S: We do. 

The minister addresses the assembly: 

 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Peyton and pray for her in her new life in 

Christ? 

C: We do. 
The assembly stands. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The minister addresses parents and sponsors of young children. The assembly joins 

in the responses. 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C: I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C: I renounce them. 

 

The minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took 

delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and 

through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 

Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise 

us up to live in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 

those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be 

given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
The assembly may be seated.  The minister baptizes the candidate 

 

P: Peyton Alba Gerber, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them 

to eternal life. 

 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized 

 

P: Sustain Peyton with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized 

 

P: Peyton, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever. 

C: Amen. 
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WELCOME 

A lit candle is given to the newly baptized as a representative  

of the congregation says: 

 

R: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

The minister and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the 

congregation leads the assembly in the welcome. 

 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 

 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 27:11-54 
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 27

th
 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
11

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 
12

But when he was accused by the chief 

priests and elders, he did not answer. 
13

Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 

many accusations they make against you?” 
14

But he gave him no answer, not even to 

a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

  
15

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 
16

At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 

called Jesus Barabbas. 
17

So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 

you want me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
18

For 

he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 
19

While he was 

sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 

innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 
20

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and 

to have Jesus killed. 
21

The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you 

want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22

Pilate said to them, “Then 

what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 

crucified!” 
23

Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Let him be crucified!” 
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24

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of 

this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
25

Then the people as a whole answered, “His 

blood be on us and on our children!” 
26

So he released Barabbas for them; and after 

flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
27

Then the soldiers of the 

governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 

cohort around him. 
28

They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
29

and after 

twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 

hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
30

They 

spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 
31

After mocking him, they 

stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 

crucify him. 

  
32

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross. 
33

And when they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 
34

they offered him wine to drink, mixed 

with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
35

And when they had crucified 

him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 
36

then they sat down 

there and kept watch over him. 
37

Over his head they put the charge against him, 

which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38

Then two bandits were crucified 

with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
39

Those who passed by derided him, 

shaking their heads 
40

and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
41

In 

the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 

him, saying, 
42

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 

him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 
43

He trusts in God; 

let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 
44

The bandits 

who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 

  
45

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
46

And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
47

When some of the 

bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 
48

At once one of them 

ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 

drink. 
49

But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
50

Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 
51

At that moment the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the 

rocks were split. 
52

The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who 

had fallen asleep were raised. 
53

After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
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entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
54

Now when the centurion and those with 

him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 

they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON             Rev. Jeff Steeber 

       

SONG OF THE DAY  What Would You Give in Exchange for Your Soul? 

Brother, afar from your Savior today 

Risking your soul for the things that decay 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

 

Refrain 

What would you give, what would you give, 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

 

Mercy is calling you, won’t you give heed? 

Must the dear Savior still tenderly plead? 

Risk not your soul, it is precious indeed. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 

 

More than all silver and gold of the earth. 

More than all jewels, you spirit is worth. 

God the Creator has given it birth. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

(Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service.  

As you come forward you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand.  

After the singing of “Lamb of God” those receiving communion will be invited to 
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kneel or stand next to the Communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy 

Communion.  Communion is by intinction: receive the bread – dip the bread into 

the cup – then consume the body and blood of Christ.  If you are not able to come 

forward, Holy Communion will be brought to you.) 

 

PRAYERS  

P: Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us 

pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence 

P: Redeeming God, your church proclaims your gospel of truth and courage. Gather 

your children together to share in the promise of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Hosanna, Son of David. Lead your children to care for your good creation and all 

its inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, and all living creatures. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Soften the hearts of political leaders who ignore or deny suffering, struggle, and 

injustice. Lift up leaders who seek your will for the sake of their people. Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Bring companionship to those who feel abandoned, comfort to those in pain, 

hope to those in despair, and healing to all in need (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Walk with this community as we remember your life-giving passion and death. 

Send us forth burning with desire to share your word with a hurting world. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We remember those who were imprisoned or martyred for their faith and give 

thanks for their bold confession and witness. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which 

he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER   

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD      Jesus, Lamb of God            WP 76 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat 
Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray.  

C: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 

our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a 

making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P: The blessing of God Almighty, the wisdom and power of ☩ Christ Jesus, and the 

light of the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG    Somebody Touched Me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

Refrain 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

It must have been the hand of the Lord   Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Brothers and Sisters in Christ… 

C: As the Gospel in action, go in peace. Remember the Poor!  Thanks be to 

God! 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#45713. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

http://www.traditionalmusic.co.uk/gospel-songs-chords/somebody_touched_me.htm
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