
 

 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

The congregation is invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

I am weak, but Thou art strong, 

Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 

I’ll be satisfied as long, 

As I walk, let me walk, close to Thee. 

 

Refrain 

Just a closer walk with Thee, 

Grant it Jesus, is my plea. 

Daily walking close to Thee, 

Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 

Through this world of toils and snares, 

If I falter, Lord who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. Refrain 

 

When my feeble life is o’er,  

Time for me will be no more. 

Guide me gently, safely o’er, 

To my home on that bright golden shore.  Refrain 
Traditional, Public Domain 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   ELW pg. 94 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful 

God, 

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG “I saw the Light” 

I wandered so aimless, my heart filled with sin 

I would not let, my dear Savior in 

Then Jesus came, like a stranger in the night 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Refrain 

I saw the light, I saw the light 

No more darkness, no more night 

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light 

 

Just like a blind man, I wandered alone  

Worries and fears, I claimed for my own 

Then like the blind man, that God gave back his sight 

Praise the Lord, I saw the light   Refrain 

 

I was a fool to wander and stray 

Straight is the gate and narrow the way 

Now I have traded the wrong for the right 

Praise the lord I saw the light.   Refrain 

 

Last refrain, repeat “Praise the Lord, I saw the light,” slight ritard 
Words & music by Hank Williams Copyright Sony ATV Songs LLC 8 Music Square West Nashville, TN 37203 



 

GREETING            ELW pg. 98 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY         see insert 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the 

world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be 

strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON     EPHESIANS 5:15-20    see insert 

P: The lesson is from Ephesians, the 5
th

 chapter.   
15

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
16

making the most 

of the time, because the days are evil. 
17

So do not be foolish, but understand what 

the will of the Lord is. 
18

Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be 

filled with the Spirit, 
19

as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 

yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 
20

giving thanks 

to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.
 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GOSPEL     JOHN 6:51-58       see insert 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said,] 
51

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 

this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 

my flesh.” 
52

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man 

give us his flesh to eat?” 
53

So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you 

eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54

Those 

who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on 

the last day; 
55

for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 
56

Those who eat 



 

my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57

Just as the living Father 

sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 

me. 
58

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 

ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY “Softly and Tenderly” 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me. 

See on the portals He’s waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain 

Come home, come home. 

Ye who are weary come home. 

Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling 

Calling “Oh sinner come home.” 

 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

Mercies for you and for me? Refrain 

 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

Promised for you and for me. 

Though we have sinned he has mercy and pardon, 

Pardon for you and for me. Refrain 
Word and Music by Will L. Thompson 
Public Domain 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED          ELW pg. 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

   
Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION        see insert 

P: Trusting in our loving and almighty God who abundantly provides the bread of life 

to all who hunger, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

A brief silence 



 

P: O Lord, you build your church, the body of Christ, and sustain it with living bread. 

Let wisdom guide your church, and teach all its members the way of righteousness. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, bless the work of musicians, composers, writers, and all artists. Move us 

to even greater praise through their gifts of creativity. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, we thank you for the diversity of the nations. Shower your wisdom and 

mercy upon all leaders and citizens. Give us all the courage to seek peace and pursue 

it. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, send calm and perseverance to those who are in trouble or who live daily 

with great stress. Fill them with your Spirit and satisfy them with your presence 

especially... Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, we thank you for this congregation. Give us gratitude for the many 

blessings we enjoy, and inspire us to give thanks at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: O Lord, we bless you for family, friends, and sisters and brothers in Christ who 

have guided us in wisdom and insight. Lead us into peace with all people until the day 

of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty and loving God, we look to you in hope and trust, knowing that you will 

do far more than we can ask or imagine, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

LORD'S PRAYER           ELW pg. 112 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD   “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.   Repeat   

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but 

your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of 

your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of 

peace, for you are Lord forevermore. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION          ELW pg. 114 

P: Let us pray.  

C: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING           ELW pg. 114 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING SONG “I’ll Fly Away” 

Some bright morning when this life is over, I'll fly away  

To that home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away  

 

Refrain 

 I'll fly away oh glory,   I'll fly away (in the morning)  

 When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away  

Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly, I'll fly away Refrain 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet, I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet, I'll fly away  Refrain 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away  

To a land where joys will never end, I'll fly away  Refrain 

(After last refrain) 

I’ll fly away……. I’ll fly away (fade)….. 
Words & music by Alfred E. Brumley  
Copyright Brumley Music Company 

c/o ClearBox Rights, LLC. PO Box 1547. Brentwood, TN 37024 

 

DISMISSAL             ELW pg. 115 

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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