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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The congregation is invited to stand 

GATHERING SONG   “I’ll Fly Away” 

Some bright morning when this life is over, I'll fly away  

To that home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away  

 

Refrain 

 I'll fly away oh glory,   I'll fly away (in the morning)  

 When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away  

Like a bird from these prison walls I'll fly, I'll fly away  Refrain 

 

Oh how glad and happy when we meet, I'll fly away 

No more cold iron shackles on my feet, I'll fly away   Refrain 

 

Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away  

To a land where joys will never end, I'll fly away   Refrain  

 

Repeat Refrain 

I'll fly away oh glory,  I'll fly away (in the morning)  

When I die hallelujah by and by,  I'll fly away 

I’ll fly away……. I’ll fly away (fade)….. 

 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake 

God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 

become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG     “Ring the Bell” 

In the road was a bell and the bell was a sound 

Of days that have come and gone  

And the road ran through a little town on the hillside   

Where the word of the Lord lives on  

 

Refrain 

Ring the bell (ring the bell), ring the bell (ring the bell) 

Ring the bell both far and wide 

You can hear it on the mountain and down across the valley 

Ring the bell and go to His side 

 

Well I followed it down from the forest to the town 

In the darkness and dead of night 

There were children there prepared with flowers in their hair 

And the streets were lit with candlelight  Refrain 

 

Now the farmer and the teacher and the barber and the preacher  

How all danced and moved as one 

The holy words some not spoken of a circle unbroken 

And the spirit moved in everyone   Refrain 

 

In the middle of the street I fell down hard upon my knees 

To the pavement that shown like gold 

With a shiver and a start he reached into my heart 

With the kindest words I was told   Refrain 
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GREETING             

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY          

P: Let us pray, 

C: Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the 

world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old slavery of 

our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

FIRST LESSON    1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   

P: The first lesson is from 1 Samuel, the 2
nd

 chapter. 
18

Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 
19

His mother used 

to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her 

husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 
20

Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, 

“May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 

the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 
26

Now the boy Samuel continued to 

grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the people. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God!  

 

SECOND LESSON   Colossians 3:12-17        

P: The second lesson is from Colossians, the 3
rd

 chapter. 
12

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 
13

Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 
14

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. 
15

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. 
16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 
17

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 
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The congregation is invited to stand 

         

GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 2:41-52       

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2
nd

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
41

Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42

And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 
43

When the festival 

was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. 
44

Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
45

When they 

did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 
46

After three days they found 

him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 
47

And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 
48

When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 

“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for 

you in great anxiety.” 
49

He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
50

But they did not understand what he said to 

them. 
51

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 

His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 

years, and in divine and human favor. 

P: The gospel of the Lord! 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON           PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

SONG OF THE DAY    “Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior” 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble cry; 

While on others thou art calling, do not pass me by. 

 

Refrain 

Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry; 

While on others thou art calling, do not pass me by. 

 

Let me at thy throne of mercy, find a sweet relief, 

Kneeling there in deep contrition, help my unbelief. Refrain 
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Trusting only in thy merit, would I seek thy face; 

heal my wounded, broken spirit, save me by thy grace.  Refrain 

 

Thou the spring of all my comfort, more than life to me, 

Whom have I on earth beside thee, whom in heaven but thee.  Refrain 

 

NICENE CREED           

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE          

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As you 

come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. After the 

singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be invited to kneel or 

stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread into the cup, then consume 

the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion can 

be brought to you. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION         
P: Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all in any need. 

A brief silence 

P: God of wisdom, open our ears to hear your grace through the words and deeds of 

children. Inspire the youngest and oldest in our midst to learn from one another with 

humility and patience. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of creation, praise to you for hills and mountains, fruit trees and forests, animals 

wild and tame, sea monsters, birds, and reptiles. Spark delight in our hearts for all that you 

have made. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of hope, call us to peace and bind us together in perfect unity. Make wars to cease. 

Guide the leaders of the nations in your way of wisdom, compassion, and tolerance. Hear 

us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of healing, mend the broken hearts of those who suffer this day. Treasure everyone 

who struggles with addiction, loneliness, hunger, unemployment, mental illness, or 

sickness especially those we say aloud or silently in our hearts… Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of life, draw us into the body of Christ and make us grow in faith and hope. Fill us 

with hearts of thanksgiving made visible in our words and actions for the sake of the whole 

world. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: God of delight, fill us with songs of praise and hope even in the midst of despair and 

death. Comfort the grieving. Strengthen our faith until the day we will be gathered around 

your throne singing in eternal praise. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all for 

whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he was 

betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD'S PRAYER             

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

SONG       “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,   

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat   

               

COMMUNION   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION            

P: Let us pray. 

C: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 

you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ╬ give you peace. 

C: Amen            
 

SENDING SONG   “Church in the Wildwood” 

There's a church in the valley by the wildwood 

No lovelier place in the dale 

No spot is so dear to my childhood 

As the little brown church in the dell 

 

Refrain 

Oh, come to the church in the wildwood 

Oh, come to the church in the dale 

No spot is so dear to my childhood 

As the little brown church in the dell 
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How sweet on a clear Sabbath morning 

To list to the clear ringing bell 

It's tones so sweetly are calling 

Oh, come to the church in the dell  Refrain 

 

There close, by the church in the valley 

Lies one that I love so well 

She sleeps, sweetly sleeps, neath the willow 

Disturb not her rest in the dell   Refrain 

 

There, close by the side of that loved one 

Neath the tree where the wild flowers bloom 

When the farewell hymn shall be chanted 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Go in peace. Celebrate the birth of Christ! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a congregation of 

the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a 

part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for worship is printed on the 

following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us regularly for worship and in a 

variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life.  If you are new here, 

we welcome you; if you are a member of long standing, we celebrate your gifts and 

ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm welcome.  

If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, please look for a 

member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for more information.   

 

Holy Communion - The sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated each week at 

CELC.  All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness.  All 

who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune with us.  The table of 

our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for 

ministry and mission to the world. If you are unable to come forward, Holy Communion 

can be brought to your seat.  If you wish to come forward to receive a blessing, you are 

encouraged to do so.  Gluten-free crackers and grape juice are available for those with 

dietary needs. If you have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive 

instruction on the Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the 

service. 


