
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, July 15, 2017 

 

 



 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG “There Is Power in the Blood” 

Would you be free from the burdens of sin? 

There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you o’er evil a victory win? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood 

 

Refrain 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the blood of the lamb 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonderworking pow’r 

in the precious blood of the lamb 

 

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Come for cleansing to Calvary’s tide? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 

 

Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood   Refrain 

 

Would you service for Jesus your king? 

There is pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you live daily his praises to sing? 

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood  Refrain 
Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud 

thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and 

our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to 

us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and 

for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in 

faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

SONG “Wings of a Dove” 

When troubles surround us, when evils come 

The body grows weak and the spirit grows numb 

When these things beset us, He doesn’t forget us 

He sends down His love on the wings of a dove 

 

Refrain 

On the wings of a snow-white dove 

He sends His pure sweet love 

A sign from above 

On the wings of a dove 



 

When Noah had drifted on the flood many days 

He searched for land in various ways 

Troubles, he had some, but he was not forgotten 

He sent down His love on the wings of a dove  Refrain 

 

When Jesus went down to the water that day 

He was baptized in the usual way 

And when it was done, God blessed his son 

He sent down his love on the wings of dove  Refrain  

 

‘Twas a sign from above 

On the wings of a dove  
 

Bob Ferguson 
The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON      ROMANS 8:1-11 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 8

th
 chapter. 

1
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

2
For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. 
3
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 
4
so that the just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5
For 

those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6
To 

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 
7
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8
and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God.  
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him. 
10

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 

life because of righteousness. 
11

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 



 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23    

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
1
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

2
Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 
3
And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 

and the birds came and ate them up. 
5
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 

soil. 
6
But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 
7
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 
8
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 
9
Let anyone with ears listen!” 

18
“Hear then the parable of 

the sower. 
19

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 

it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 

sown on the path. 
20

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 

hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21

yet such a person has no 

root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 
22

As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23

But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG OF THE DAY “What Would You Give in Exchange for Your Soul” 

Brother, afar from your Savior today 

Risking your soul for the things that decay 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

 

Refrain 

What would you give, what would you give, 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

What if today, God should call you away? 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul? 

 

Mercy is calling you, won’t you give heed? 

Must the dear Savior still tenderly plead? 

Risk not your soul, it is precious indeed. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 

 

More than all silver and gold of the earth. 

More than all jewels, your spirit is worth. 

God the Creator has given it birth. 

What would you give, in exchange for your soul?  Refrain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 



 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 

world. 

A brief silence 

 

P: Gracious God, we give thanks for your living word that goes out and does not 

return empty. Make your church a partner in accomplishing what you desire. Unite us 

in faith, witness, and mission.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For land, creatures, and people suffering from drought, that gentle rain bring life 

and hope. For mountains, hills, and the trees of the field, that all creation clap for joy.  

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: For nations suffering the violence and hunger of war. For exiles and refugees. Lead 

them home in peace and bless them with your fullness.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For victims and perpetrators of race-based crime. For all who suffer sorrow, 

illness, or injury (especially...).  Bring them justice, healing, and new life by the 

power of your Spirit.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: For this congregation and its leaders; through our shared work, let your word 

prosper among us and bring life to the community beyond our doors. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: In thanksgiving for all who have died recently, for strangers and dear ones who 

have blessed our lives and sparked our hope. Give comfort and confidence to all who 

mourn.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

       

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

    

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled again by these 

signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 

your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



 

           

SENDING SONG  “Somebody Touched Me” 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

While I was praying, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

While I was singing, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

Refrain 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

Glory, glory, glory, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord. 

 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

While I was kneeling, somebody touched me 

It must've been the hand of the Lord.  

 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

While I was preaching, somebody touched me 

It must have been the hand of the Lord   Refrain 

 
Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

DISMISSAL              

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.traditionalmusic.co.uk/gospel-songs-chords/somebody_touched_me.htm


 

 

 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263 

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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