
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, July 22, 2017 

 

 



 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!” ELW 848 
 

1 Give to our God immortal praise! 

 Mercy and truth are all his ways. 

 Wonders of grace to God belong; 

 repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

2 God sent his Son with pow'r to save 

 from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

 Wonders of grace to God belong; 

 repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

3 Give to the Lord of lords renown; 

 the King of kings with glory crown. 

 His mercies ever shall endure 

 when lords and kings are known no more! 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud 

thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and 

our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to 

us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and 

for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we 

may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 

SONG  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   ELW 836 

 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

 God of glory, Lord of love! 

 Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 

 praising thee, their sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the gloom of doubt away. 

 Giver of immortal gladness, 

 fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 

 earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

 call us to rejoice in thee. 

 



 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean-depth of happy rest! 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

 lift us to the joy divine! 

 
Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1933 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON    ROMANS 8:12-25 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 8

th
 chapter. 

12
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh—
13

for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14

For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 
15

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 
16

it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 
17

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 

fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
18

I consider that 

the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 

be revealed to us. 
19

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 

the children of God; 
20

for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 

but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21

that the creation itself will be 

set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 
22

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 

pains until now; 
23

and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 

our bodies. 
24

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what is seen? 
25

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience. 

P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 



 

GOSPEL   MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43    

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
24

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;
25

but while everybody was 

asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 

away. 
26

So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 

well. 
27

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 
28

He 

answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 

to go and gather them?’ 
29

But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them. 
30

Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
36

Then he left 

the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37

He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 
38

the field is the world, and the good seed are 

the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 
39

and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels. 
40

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 

it be at the end of the age. 
41

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will 

collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
42

and they will throw 

them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 
43

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG OF THE DAY   “This Is My Father's World”   ELW 824 

 

1 This is my Father's world, 

 and to my list'ning ears 

 all nature sings, and round me rings 

 the music of the spheres. 

 This is my Father's world; 

 I rest me in the thought 

 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 

 his hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2 This is my Father's world; 

 the birds their carols raise; 

 the morning light, the lily white, 

 declare their maker's praise. 

 This is my Father's world; 

 he shines in all that's fair. 

 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 

 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 

 

3 This is my Father's world; 

 oh, let me not forget 

 that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

 God is the ruler yet. 

 This is my Father's world; 

 why should my heart be sad? 

 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 

 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 

world. 

A brief silence 

 

P: Enliven your church with love for your world, O God. Give undivided hearts to 

Christians from Africa and the Americas, Asia and Europe. Make us one in faithful 

witness to your will. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Renew the life of this earth, O God, even as it groans because of misuse and decay. 

Cultivate in us an eager longing for a healthy and life-giving earth. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 



 

P: Bridge the chasms that divide the nations, O God. Inspire a reconciling vision 

among the world’s leaders, and bring together people of differing commitments for 

the sake of the world’s most vulnerable people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Embrace those who suffer, O God. Give peace to all who are near death, hope to 

those who are depressed, shelter to the homeless, and healing to the sick especially... 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Embolden our witness to your love, O God. Send us out into the world with 

courageous hearts, persistence, and holy wisdom. Inspire us to tend to and delight in 

our children’s faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Raise up your saints, O God. Inspire us by the lives of all reformers and renewers 

of your church. Receive our thanks for the saints among us who have recently died. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

       

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled again by these 

signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 

your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING SONG      “On Our Way Rejoicing”    ELW 537 

1 On our way rejoicing 

 gladly let us go. 

 Christ our Lord has conquered; 

 vanquished is the foe. 

 Christ without, our safety; 

 Christ within, our joy; 

 who, if we be faithful, 

 can our hope destroy? 

 

Refrain 

 On our way rejoicing; 

 as we forward move, 

 hearken to our praises, 

 O blest God of love! 

 

2 Unto God the Father 

 joyful songs we sing; 

 unto God the Savior 

 thankful hearts we bring; 

 unto God the Spirit 

 bow we and adore, 

 on our way rejoicing 

 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERMON NOTES 
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