
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Mission Statement: “Gospel In Action: Caring for all 

God’s children, we shall serve God through Worship, Learning and Sharing.” 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Saturday, July 29, 2017 

 

 



 

 

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome to worship - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) is a 

congregation of the Northeastern Ohio Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), a part of the worldwide Lutheran community.  Our order for 

worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin.  We invite you to join us 

regularly for worship and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our 

congregational life.  If you are new here, we welcome you; if you are a member of 

long standing, we celebrate your gifts and ministry. 

 

New to CELC - We are happy to have you with us and we wish you a warm 

welcome.  If you would like more information about our church and its ministries, 

please look for a member of the Welcoming Team by the TV after the service for 

information and a gift.  Please take a few minutes to view the announcements 

displayed on the TV in the gathering area.  

 

For those with children - We encourage you to have your children participate in 

worship.  They learn about worship and faith by being involved. Coloring and 

activity bags are available just outside the sanctuary doors.  

 

Holy Communion - All are welcome to receive this gift of God’s grace, love, and 

forgiveness.  All who hunger to know the love of God are welcome to commune 

with us.  The table of our Lord is now set for all those who need grace, 

forgiveness, strength, and wisdom for ministry and mission to the world. If you 

have questions about the sacrament, or if you wish to receive instruction on the 

Christian faith, you are invited to speak with Pastor Jeff following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

GATHERING SONG  “Forever” 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For he is good; he is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

 

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever, forever!   

        

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For he is good; he is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

Sing praise… sing praise… 

 

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever!   

        

Forever God is faithful! 

Forever God is strong! 

Forever God is with us, 

Forever, forever!   

Forever!   
Text and music: Chris Tomlin 

©2001 worshiptogether.com songs  

sixsteps Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 
CCLI 2032159 

 

 



 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 
P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another. Eternal God our creator, 

C: In you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud 

thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and 

our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to 

us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and 

for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

GREETING            

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.            

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son 

you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 

your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG  “Across the Land” 

You’re the Word of God the Father 

From before the world began. 

Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet 

Has been fashioned by Your hand. 

All creation holds together 

By the power of Your voice. 

Let the skies declare Your glory; 

Let the land and seas rejoice! 

 

Refrain 

You’re the Author of creation; 

You’re the Lord of ev’ry man; 

And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 

 

Yet You left the gaze of angels, 

Came to seek and save the lost, 

And exchanged the joy of heaven 

For the anguish of a cross. 

With a prayer You fed the hungry; 

With a word You calmed the sea; 

Yet how silently You suffered 

That the guilty may go free!   Refrain 

 

With a shout You rose victorious, 

Wresting vict’ry from the grave, 

And ascended into heaven, 

Leading captives in Your way. 

Now You stand before the Father, 

Interceding for Your own; 

From each tribe and tongue and nation, 

You are leading sinners home!”  Refrain 
CCLI Song # 3709898 

Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 

© 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2032159 

 

 

 



 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

LESSON      ROMANS 8:26-39 
P: The lesson is from Romans, the 8

th
 chapter. 

26
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27

And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God.  
28

We know that all things work together 

for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
29

For those 

whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30

And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 
31

What then are we to say about these things? If 

God is for us, who is against us? 
32

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave 

him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
33

Who will 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34

Who is to condemn? 

It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 

indeed intercedes for us. 
35

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36

As 

it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. 
38

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
P: The word of the Lord! 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GOSPEL     MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52   

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13
th

 chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
31

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;
32

it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
33

He told them another parable: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and 

sells all that he has and buys that field.  
45

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; 
46

on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 

sold all that he had and bought it. 
47

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 

was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
48

when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 
49

So it will be 

at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 

righteous 
50

and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  
51

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 
52

And 

he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 

and what is old.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord!  

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

The congregation is invited to sit 

 

SERMON        PASTOR JEFF STEEBER 

 

The congregation is invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SONG OF THE DAY “Here I Am to Worship” 

Light of the world, 

You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see, 

Beauty that made 

This heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

Refrain 

Here I am to worship. 

Here I am to bow down. 

Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, 

Oh, so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created, 

All for love's sake became poor.     Refrain 

 
Text and music:  Tim Hughes 

© 2000 Thankyou Music  
(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 

CCLI License No. 2032159 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 



 

Everyone is invited to gather around the altar for the remainder of the service. As 

you come forward, you may place your offering in the offering plate on the stand. 

After the singing of “Jesus, Lamb of God,” those receiving communion will be 

invited to kneel or stand next to the communion railing. All are welcome to receive 

Holy Communion. Communion is by intinction: receive the bread, dip the bread 

into the cup, then consume the body and blood of Christ. If you are unable to come 

forward, Holy Communion can be brought to you. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 

world. 

A brief silence 

 

P: Shine the light of understanding on your church on earth. Bind us together in the 

word to share your love with the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Protect birds and their nests, fields full of crops, the seas and the fish that swim in 

them. Inspire us to care for the creation you love.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Raise up just and wise advocates and judges from small-town courts to 

international tribunals. Enlighten all leaders to discern what is right and do what is 

good.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Nurture faith in those who doubt. Lift up those who are weak in body, mind, or 

spirit. Heal the sick, comfort the grieving, and surround with love those facing their 

last days (especially...).  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Expand the understanding of this assembly to see our neighbors as you see them. 

Let the yeast of your word grow beyond us to expand your boundless love to those 

around us.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: Sustain us by the intercession of your Holy Spirit. Let the Spirit’s sighs, too deep 

for words, comfort us until we rejoice with those already united with you.  Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
P: All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: As we gather around this table tonight, we remember how in the night in which he 

was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

       

LORD'S PRAYER            

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SONG      “Jesus, Lamb of God”   

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name; 

Jesus, Lamb of God,  

Worthy is your name.  Repeat        Public Domain 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you in his 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: Let us pray, 

C: Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  Filled again by these 

signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for 

your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



 

SENDING SONG “The Trees of the Field” 

  You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace, 

  And the mountains and the hills will break forth before you. 

  There’ll be shouts of joy and all the trees of the field 

  Will clap, will clap their hands. 

  And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

  The trees of the field will clap their hands,  

  The trees of the field will clap their hands, 

  While you go out with joy.  
                    Text: Steffi Geiser Rubin 

                  Music: Stuart Dauermann 

                             © 1975 Lillenas Publishing Co. 

                          One License.net, license 

#A-718405 

DISMISSAL     

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 

news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SERMON NOTES 

 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

32747 Lake Road 

Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 

Phone: (440) 933-6263   

celc.mainoffice@gmail.com  www.christlutheranavonlake.org 

Pastor: Jeff Steeber  revsteeber@gmail.com    Pastor’s cell: (440) 241-1375 

Office Administrator: Heather Nordman 

Organist: Randi Smarsh  Custodian: Bill Higgins 
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